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Letters from the correspondence of Tamás Nádasdy and Orsolya Kanizsai

Although Tamás Nádasdy and Orsolya Kanizsai were prominent figures of 16th-century Hun-
gary, who left behind a rich source material, their missilis letters have received little linguistic pro-
cessing. The reason for this is that, although several volumes of historical and literary studies deal 
with their correspondence, these editions are not faithful to the letter, and far-reaching conclusions 
cannot be drawn from the few letters published faithfully. My goal was to at least partially fill this 
gap by processing the Nádasdy–Kanizsai correspondence of 1556–1557, and creating a faithful 
transcription, reading, interpretation, and linguistic-philological analysis. This article contains six 
Nádasdy–Kanizsai missilis letters, including ones previously unpublished.

Keywords: Middle Hungarian period, source research, missilis letters, Tamás Nádasdy, Or-
solya Kanizsai.
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