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New Data on the Interpretation of Iron Chairs Recovered from the Burial Sites of the Provincial

Elites in the Roman Period

ABSTRACT | The study discusses the Roman-Period graves of the native elite in NE Pannonia containing iron
folding chairs. In his 2013 study the author rejected the interpretation that the chairs indicated the status or
office of the deceased, suggesting instead that these chairs had been part of instrumenta balnei and/or toiletry
sets. His arguments were based on the analysis of the currently known elite burial sites with iron chairs from
the European provinces of the Roman Empire, the position of the chairs in the grave and their occurrence to-
gether with bathing paraphernalia, as well as on various depictions. After ten years, the author aims to provide
an update on the present state of research and address new issues concerning iron chairs recovered from the
burial sites of local elites in the Roman Period. He provides information concerning three previously unknown
iron folding chairs from the collection of the Hungarian National Museum. He offers a brief overview of the
different types of chairs used by women for washing or grooming, known from illustrations, recovered as grave
goods or discovered in hoards.

KEYWORDS | Pannonia, local elites of the Roman Period, acculturation, Eravisci, Azali, iron folding chair,
chair with backrest, armchair, carriage grave, daily hygienic routine, Roman bathing equipment, instru-
menta balnei, oil vessel, strigilis, perfume casket, Seuso Treasure, Esquiline Treasure, Riilzheim Treasure
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Kozoletlen romai kori dsszecsukhatd vasszékek a Magyar
Nemzeti Miizeum Reégészeti Taraban

Uj adatok a helyi elit csaszarkori temetkezéseibdl eldkeriilt vasszékek értelmezéséhez

ABSTRACT | A tanulmany azoknak az dsszecsukhatd vasszékeknek az dsszefoglalo értékelésére vallalkozik,
amelyek a romanitas kiilsdségeit elsajatito tartomanyi dslakos elit csaszarkori temetkezéseibol keriiltek elo.
A témaval foglalkozo kutatok tobbsége ezeknek a székeknek korabban ,rangjelzd” szerepet tulajdonitott fel-
tételezve, hogy az ilyen székekkel temetkezdk municipalis tisztségviseldk vagy katonatisztek voltak. A szerzd
2013-ban megjelent tanulmanyaban e vélemény ellen érvelve az dsszecsukhatoszék-mellékleteket inkabb a
sirokba helyezett fiirdd/tisztalkodd készletek részének tartotta. Ervelése kiilonbdzd fiirddzéssel, tisztalkodassal
kapcsolatos abrazolasokra és a Romai Birodalom europai tartomanyaiban eldkeriilt, dslakos elithez kothetd
gazdag sirokra épiilt. Ez utobbiaknak majd mindegyikében ott talalhatok a fiirddben, illetve az ahhoz szorosan
hozzatartozo sportolashoz és/vagy a napi tisztalkodasra hasznalt eszkozok. A szerzd célja, hogy tiz évvel a
csaszarkori 0slakos elittemetkezések vasszék-mellékleteivel foglalkozo cikkének megjelenése utan ismét at-
tekintést adjon a téma kutatasanak aktualis allasardl és problémairdl. Ebbe a vizsgalatha nemcsak az elmuilt
évtizedben szepulchralis kontextusban talalt székeket és ezek régészeti kontextusat vonja be (4-10.), hanem a
Magyar Nemzeti Mizeum (tovabbiakban MNM) gy(jtemeényében talalhato, még kozoletlen harom dsszecsukhato
vasszéket is. Masik célja, hogy rovid attekintést adjon a ndk altal szépitkezés és/vagy tisztalkodas soran hasznalt
kiilonbdzo széktipusokrol (foleg tamlasszékek és dsszecsukhatd székek), amelyeket részben abrazolasokrol,
részben sir- vagy kincsleletekbdl ismeriink.

KULCSSZAVAK | Pannonia, helyi dslakos elit, akkulturacio, eraviskusok, azalusok, dsszecsukhatd vasszék,
hattamlas szék, karosszék, kocsisir, tisztalkodasi szokasok, romai fiirddfelszerelés, instrumenta balnei,
olajtarto edény, strigilis, illatszeres doboz, Seuso-kincs, esquilinusi kincs, rulzheimi kincs
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Introduction

The author undertook the conclusive evaluation of
iron folding chairs recovered from the burial sites of
indigenous provincial elites, which displayed outward
characteristics of romanitas, in an article published in
volume No. 138 of Archaeologiai Ertesité in 2013.!
Most researchers considered these chairs “social status
indicators”, suggesting that burial sites containing such
chairs belonged to municipal magistrates or military
officers.” However, in his 2013 study, relying on bathing
kits placed in burial sites, which provided the key to
solving the issue, the author interpreted folding chairs
recovered from graves as bathing accessories. Folding
chairs were often depicted on scenes related to bath-
ing or everyday personal hygiene, where the dominus
wrapped in a bath sheet appears either seated on a fold-
ing chair, or with his servants carrying the folded chair
on their shoulders. Thus, those who could afford such
furniture, sat on their own portable chairs in the baths.
The figure of the mistress, seated on such a chair amidst
her servants for her daily grooming, was a common
motifin the Late Roman period, appearing also on the
perfume casket of the Seuso Treasure. Other images
depicted folding chairs placed near beds, alongside
water pitchers and bronze basins. All over the Roman
Empire, from Britannia to Thracia, these iron chairs
were generally recovered from the rich burial sites of the
native elite, usually together with articles used in baths
for personal hygiene and those related to sports: e.g.
oil vessels (ampulla olearia), strigiles, or toiletrykits of
various bronze vessels for washing hands, face and feet.
This pairing of grave goods was prevalent in aristocratic
carriage graves in Northeastern Pannonia, enabling the

author to confirm, that instrumenta balnei and iron
folding chairs were deliberately placed close by and
formed functional kits (Fig. 1). The author concluded
that folding chairs had their general everyday use, but
as grave goods they belonged to bathing or personal
hygiene kits. This interpretation of iron chairs recov-
ered from burial sites has been accepted by scientists
both in Hungary and abroad.?
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Fig. 1. Barrow 4 at Bartlow Hill (Essex, GB); the iron
folding chair and bathing accessories as discovered (after
GAGE 1836, P XXXI1.3)

1.kép. Bartlow Hill (Essex, GB) 4. halom; az &sszecsukhat6
vasszék és a fiirdSeszkozok megtalalasuk helyzetében
(GAGE 1836, PI. XXX1.3 utan)

1 The article was published both in German: MRAvV 2013, 105-44, and in Hungarian: MRAv 2014, 411-446, on the topic see

also: MRAV 2004, 7; MRAV 2009, 82; MRAV 2022, 24-25.

2 E.g. BONis 1981, 131-132; BONIs 1982, 134-144; Czysz 1995, 532-534; Kossack 2000, 104-105; NaGy 2002, 11;

PALAGYI-NAGY 2002, 86; NaGY 2007, 151.

3  Buza-KovAcs-ToOTH 2017, 23; HIMMELMANN-PETROVSZKY 2017, 87-88; HIMMELMANN-PETROVSZKY 2018, 178-190;

LAUREY-BRUNET-DEMAREST-MAUDUIT 2019, 239; MARTON 2019, 6; STEIDL 2019, 103; KOCH-MUCHENBERGER 2021,
14, Anm. 17, especially 16; RAJTAR-HUSSEN 2021, 355; KoCH-MUCHENBERGER 2022, 62-63; KOCH-MUCHENBERGER~
GoTrwALD-PIEPER 2022, 190; MARTIN-KILCHER 2022, 267.
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On the one hand, the present study aims to provide
an update on the present state of research, and address
new issues concerning iron chairs recovered from the
burial sites of local elites in the Roman Period, ten years
after the publication of the original article. This new
overview includes both new chairs recovered from burial
sites as well as their archaeological contexts (4-10),
and three iron folding chairs from the collections of the
Hungarian National Museum (henceforth abbreviated
as HNM) on which nothing has been published in the
secondary literature. Two of the three chairs have been
in possession of the museum for a long time, but have
been misinterpreted so far due to their highly fragmented
state (1-2), and the third is a recent acquisition of the
Archaeological Collection (3). The author will demon-
strate how these new finds support or refine the inter-
pretation of iron chairs as grave goods outlined in 2013.

On the other hand, the present study offers a brief
overview of the different types of chairs used by wom-

Fig. 2. Frd (Pest county, H), carriage grave; oil vessel por-

traying an Ethiopian or Nubian servant from the related
horse burial sites (HNM, photo by Andras Dabasi)
2.kép. Erd (Pestvarmegye), kocsisir; etidpiai vagy ntibiai

szolgat 4brazolé olajos fejedény a kocsisirhoz tartoz6 16sir-

b6l (MNM, fot6: Dabasi Andras)

en for washup or grooming (mostly chairs with back-
rests and folding chairs), known from contemporary
illustrations, recovered as grave goods or discovered
in hoards. Furthermore, a new distinct subgroup of
luxurious articles, comprised of folding chairs with
precious metal coating or lavish decorations, shall be
discussed separately.

Iron Chairs in the Hungarian National
Museum from the Roman Period on
Which Nothing Has Been Published

Sofar,writingsonsevenironfolding chairsfromthe Roman
Collection of the HNM have been published, all of them
recovered from elite burial sites, mainly carriage graves dat-
ed to the 2nd-3rd-century AD including: Budapest-Pa-
sarét (DistrictIT),* Erd-Erdliget with one iron chair found
in the carriage grave and another in the horse burial sites

Fig. 3. Zsambék (Pest county, H), bathing kit recovered
from the carriage grave (HNM, photo by Andrds Dabasi)
3. kép. Zsambék (Pest virmegye), a kocsisirban taldlt
fiirdokészlet (MNM, fotd: Dabasi Andras)

4  ROMER 1964, 104; Miks 2009, 512, Nr. 49; MRAv 2013, 124-125.
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(Fig.2),* Kaloz,° Grave 3 at Kdrnye,” Nagylok® and Zsam-
bék (Fig. 3)? (see also Table 1). With the exception of
the chair from Kéloz, all finds are more orless complete,
implying they were intact and fully operational when
placed in the graves. The list can now be complemented
with the following three specimens:

1. Szomor-Somodorpuszta (Komarom-Esztergom

county), carriage grave (Fig. 4)

A four-wheeled carriage, complete with yoked draught
horsesin full harness, alongside other grave goods were
unearthed by accident in 1885 or during preceding
years, whilst “expanding a tunnel” on the Somodor-
puszta estate in possession of the House of Metternich
of Bajna and Bia. Some of the grave goods were brought
by the Hungarian National Museum from the art dealer
company “Blau und Séhne” and the estate manager
Eduard Mack, other items were donated to the muse-
um’s collections by Countess Paulina Sindor, the spouse
of Prince Richard von Metternich.!°

The authoridentified a fragment from the frame of
an iron folding chair, which was mixed with the iron
components of the carriage, indicating that the ensem-
ble included an iron chair. This fragment was recorded
in the 1888 inventory of the Collection of Antiquities
in the Hungarian National Museum, alongside 85 iron
parts from the carriage donated by Countess Paulina
Séndor, registered under the same inventory number
without describing the pieces separately.' Karoly
Gaul provided the first reconstruction of the carriage,
and he likely recognized that the fragment in question
could not belong to the vehicle. The first writings
on the assemblage were published in 1899 and the
fragment was neither mentioned, nor displayed on
the drawn plates depicting the components of the
carriage, nor did it appear on the reconstruction.
Nothing was published concerning the fragment thus
unbeknownst to researchers of the carriage grave at
Szomor or those concerned with Roman period iron
chairs."?

S O 0 J N W»n

The fragment in question constituted the middle and lower component in one of the legs of the iron folding
chair. Its dimensions are: L: 37.8 cm, W: 7.35 cm. In its present state, the leg is deformed, it is bent near its lower
third and fractured approximately at two thirds of its length. These are unlikely the traces of deliberate injury
made during the funeral, and it is likely, that the chair was intact when placed in the grave. With the single ex-
ception of Grave 189 in the western cemetery at Mursa/Osijek (see below), unscathed chairs were placed in the
graves of the local elite. One can reasonably argue that the damage can be traced back to the circumstances of
its discovery and subsequent handling (see below the manner in which the grave at Budakeszi was discovered,
and the related state of the chair recovered there). A part of a horizontal linking stretcher, wider than the frame
itself, can be identified near the bottom of the leg. The end of this stretcher was bent downwards at a right angle,
forming the foot of the chair. The angle between the foot and the leg was originally 45 degrees, yet the surface of
the foot survived only partially. The flat wrought leg of the chair has a rectangular cross-section 0.9 cm thick. The
leg flared towards its middle (its maximum width there is 3.3 cm). The iron rivet used for fastening the middle
and lower components together is discernible near the middle of the leg. A rather thick disc-shaped washer was
placed beneath the flat head of the rivet (H: 1 cm; Diam.: 2.45 cm). The rivet pin was considerably thinner than

GauL 1890, 101, Table IT/10; Bon1s 1981, 141-142; Mixs 2009, 512, Nr. 35 and 39; MRrAv 2013, 117-119.
BéNis 1981, 131-134, Abb. 20; Miks 2009, 512, Nr. 36; MRAV 2013, 120-124.

BONIs 1982, 134; Miks 2009, 512-513, Nr. 50.

GauL 1890, Taf. C., I.1; BONIs 1982, 142, Abb. 16; Miks 2009, 512, Nr. 38; MrAv 2013, 119-120.

BoNIs 1982, 142, Abb. 16; Miks 2009, 512, Nr. 40; MRAv 201 1a, 26-27; MRAV 2013, 120.

Unpublished find. The most significant literature concerning the carriage grave from Szomor-Somodorpuszta: GAUL 1889,

193-20S5; Gaur 1891, 293-304; HamPEL 1892, 51-52, 55-58; BON1s 1977; BONIs 1978, 103-124; RORING 1983, 60-63,
Taf. 23-24; PALAGYI-NAGY 2000, 48; MRAV 2016a, 10-13; MRAV 2021; MRAV in preparation.

11 The inventory No. of the iron chair fragment is MNM NRI RT-RO 142/1888.31. See MRAV in preparation for the results
of recent research conducted on the carriage grave at Szomor-Somodorpuszta, including the description of the chair.

12 The chair fragment recovered from the carriage grave at Szomor was left undiscussed by Kéroly Gaul (GauL 1889; GauL
1891), Eva Bénis (BON1s 1977; BON1s 1978) and Sylvia Palagyi (PALAGYI-NAGY 2000, 48), who studied the burial site. It is
also absent from the exhaustive collection of Christian Miks: Miks 2009, 510-514.
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Fig.4. Szomor-Somodorpuszta (Komérom-Esztergom county, H), carriage grave; fragment of an iron folding chair (HNM,

photo by Ivan Jaksity, drawing by Zsolt Mrév)
4.kép. Szomor-Somodorpuszta (Komdrom-Esztergom virmegye), kocsisir; dsszecsukhaté vasszék toredéke (MNM, foto:

Jaksity Ivan, rajz: Mrav Zsolt)
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the rivet hole, which was 1.1 cm in diameter, hence then need for the large washer. This difference enabled the

smooth folding and opening of the chair. The wider side of the leg continuously and gently tapers downwards,

until the level of the stretcher, whilst its narrower side flares slightly. The horizontal linking stretcher of the frame

was wrought with a near square-shaped cross-section (1.4 x 1.6 cm). The frame is broken inside and near the

leg. The end of the frame, constituting the chair foot, was 4.1 cm wider than the chair leg. The bent end of the

stretcher, which constituted the chair foot was 1.8 cm high.

Iron chairs with lower rails wider, and feet wider apart,
than their iron frames constitute the closest parallels
of the iron chair recovered from the carriage grave at
Szomor-Somodorpuszta. Such chairs were recovered
from the following graves: Devnja (BG);'* Dulgop-
ol (Varna, BG);"* Kadin Most (BG);'s Kéloz (H);'®
Maastricht-Belfort (NL);'” Meri¢leri (Chaskovo, BG);'®
Stara Zagora (BG);" Tutrakanci (BG);* Grave 13 at
Wehringen (D).?!

The travelling carriage of Szomor-Somodorpuszta
is the most ornate draught vehicle recovered from Pan-
nonian carriage graves. Its rich sculptural ornaments
convey complex, yet uniform Bacchic imagery.** The
artistic quality of the decorations is superb. Alongside
the carriage and draught horses, numerous bronze ves-
sels were placed in the grave (Fig. 6), including a so-
called Canterbury-type handwashing kit consisting of
abronze pitcher and handled bowl of Pannonia make,*
a tripus adorned with busts of Apollo,** and a bronze
basin.”® Base fragments attest the presence of at least
two further vessels.”® Although the grave goods from
the carriage grave at Szomor-Somodorpuszta obtained
by the Hungarian National Museum contain no articles

0 10 cm

C — m—

Fig. 5. Budakeszi centre (Pest county, H), carriage grave;
fragment of an S-shaped support from the iron folding
chair (HNM, photo by Ivén Jaksity, drawing by Zsolt
Mrév)

5.kép. Budakeszi, belteriilet (Pest virmegye), kocsisir; a sir-
bahelyezett sszecsukhatd vasszékhez tartozo S alakd tdmasz-
ték toredéke (MNM, fotd: Jaksity Ivén, rajz: Mrév Zsolt)

13 AHTEAOB 1986, 65, tab. V, 2; Miks 2009, 511, Nr. 11; MRAvV 2013, 133, Nr. 26.

14 Lazarov 1998, 73-74, Fig. 8; Miks 2009, 511, Nr. 12; MRAv 2013, 133, Nr. 27.

1S BEeAkOB 1932-33,421, Abb. 182; Miks 2009, 511, Nr. 15; MrRAvV 2013, 133, Nr. 30.

16 BONIs 1981, 131-134, Abb. 20; Miks 2009, 512, Nr. 36; MRAV 2013, 132, Nr. 17.

17 GrooTH 20085, 142, Abb. 10; Miks 2009, 512, Nr. 34; MRAvV 2013, 131, Nr. 10; KosTER 2021, 49, 123-124, PL. III-1V; 138,

Pl XVIL

18  AAAAKOB 1965, 96, Nr. 5; MIks 2009, 511, Nr. 16; MRAV 2013, 133, Nr. 33.

19 Nikorov 1961, 8-17; KaLCEV 2001, 136, 141; Miks 2009, 511, Nr. 18; MrRAv 2013, 134, Nr. 37.

20 AA3APOB-MUTKOB 1993, 69-70, Taba. 2/6; Miks 2009, 511, Nr. 22; MrAv 2013, 134, Nr. 42.

21 NUBER-RADNOTI 1969, 36; SCHWARZ 1969, 81, Abb. 6; Czysz 1995, 533,297, Abb. 76/1; Miks 2009, 511, Nr. 27; MRAV

2013, 132, Nr. 13.

22 ALFOLDI 1939, 347-359; KADAR 2003, 81-88; MRAV 2009, 85-86; MRAV 2016b, 506-516.

23 For further details on the bronze pitcher and handled bowl comprising the handwashing kit of the carriage grave at Szomor-So-
modorpuszta, see HAMPEL 1892, 55, 1-6; RaDNOTI 1938, 88 (handled bowl), 143, Taf. XLVIIL 2 (bronze pitcher); NUBER
1974,217,Nr. 121; BRUDER 1977, 109-112; BON1s 1978, 105-121.

24 ErpELyI 1931,20-23; KLATT 1995, 478, Kat. D26.

25 GaulL 1889, 197, Fig. 11/51; RADNOTI 1938, 120-121, Taf. XXXIV.6.
26 MNMNRIRT-RO 142/1888. 12 - published in GauL 1889, 201, Fig. IV/3-4; MNM NRIRT-RO 90/1889, 6 — unpublished.
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Fig. 6. Szomor-Somodorpuszta (Komarom-Esztergom county, H); Selection of grave goods and figural ornaments from
the travelling carriage deposited in the grave (HNM, photo by Adam Vigé)

6. kép. Szomor-Somodorpuszta (Komarom-Esztergom virmegye); vélogatds a kocsisir mellékleteibdl és a sirba tett
utazékocsi szobordiszitéseibdl (MNM, foté: Vagé Adam)
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from a bathingkit, it is possible that the find assemblage
originally included instrumenta balnei. On the other
hand, if one argues that no articles related to bathing
or sports were placed in the burial site, then the iron
chair can be interpreted as part of a personal hygiene kit.

2. Budakeszi, 104—106 Széchenyi Str.

(Pest county), carriage grave (ID 10077) (Fig.6)

A two-wheeled, three-horse travelling cart was re-
covered from a carriage grave discovered during the
summer of 1976 in central Budakeszi, whilst digging
a cesspit for a private home. Earthworks ravaged nearly
two thirds of the burial site.”” Finders kept only the most
spectacular bronze objects (e.g. the figural ornaments
of the carriage and vessels), and a few of the larger

iron objects.”® All other finds that came to light whilst
digging the cesspit, especially iron objects, were either
built into the walls of the pit, or cast aside. Some of the
latter were later recovered from the soil spread on top
of the cesspit. Iron objects that were in the way, were
bent, broken or sawed off. This is the reason why only
minor and deformed pieces of otherwise large objects,
such as the iron chair survived. The cesspit became
operational soon after it was built, so by the end of
the 1970s it was no longer possible to conduct further
archaeological excavations. In 1999, the sewer network
was extended to the region, enabling the excavation of
the remaining third of the carriage grave, and resulting
inits archaeological confirmation (head of excavation:
Zsolt Mrév).”

During the excavation in 1999, merely a single S-shaped support from the iron chair was recovered while
examining the soil extracted from the grave and spread on top of the cesspit. Similarly to the iron chair re-
covered from the carriage grave at Szomor-Somodorpuszta, the chair from Budakeszi was shattered when
the burial site was disturbed. The rest of its pieces were either thrown away, or they still could be laying
scattered somewhere in the soil spread throughout the parcel. The dimensions of the support are: H: 12.7
cm, W: 5.6 cm, T: 1.2 cm. It is a fragment of an S-shaped bracket wrought with a rhombic cross-section.
In its present state, it is a little more than half of the original object. The fragment is comprised of the top
end of the support, arched in a stalk-like manner, and the stubs of two straight spacers that connected the
support to the chair frame. One spacer branches off from the terminal of the arch, the other from the middle
ofthe S-shaped support. The support was wrought to the part of the frame that consists of two components
joined at a right angle (Fig. 7). It is likely, that the support was not produced of a single iron rod bent into an
S-shape, but from separate parts. The top arch was made first, and its lower terminal was wrought together
with the frame via a spacer. Afterwards, the bottom arch was hammered together with the top arch, result-
ing in a slight deflection at the mid-part of the S-shaped support. The chair from Budakeszi belongs to the
so-called Weiflenburg type in the chair typology of Christian Miks, yet due to its fragmented state, it is not
possible to determine whether it belongs to Variant A or the twice foldable, hinged Variant B.

This small, yet distinctive fragment attests the presence
of an iron folding chair in the grave at Budakeszi. Its
findspot indicates that the chair was placed in the area
disturbed in 1976. Alongside the iron chair, a pitcher
and handled bowl from a Canterbury-type handwash-
ing kit, a large volume globular oil vessel suspended
on a bronze ring with three chains, and at least one
bronze strigil were recovered from the grave, indicating,

27 Kiss-TéTH 1977, 22.

that the folding chair from the carriage grave at Buda-
keszi also belonged to a bathing or personal hygiene
kit. Grave goods recovered from Budakeszi included
a set of bronze sieve and ladle, a bronze oil lamp, and
a bronze tabletop candelabrum.

In funerary contexts, the oil lamp and candelabrum
can be interpreted as objects employed during daily
personal hygiene routine. Oil lamps, the most charac-

28 Grave goods from the carriage grave at Budakeszi are registered in HNM under inventory Nos. MNM NRIRT-RO 86.35.1-27.
Some artifacts were donated by finders, others were collected by Attila Kiss and Endre Téth, who visited the findspot in No-
vember 1976. See further: MRT 7, Site No. 4/16 and HNM Archaeological Registry Inv. no. I1/58/1983.

29  For further details on the carriage grave from Budakeszi, for the time being see: MRAV 1999, 174, 32.
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Fig. 7. Budakeszi centre (Pest county, H), carriage grave;
Position of the S-shaped support in the iron folding chair
(drawing and reconstruction by Zsolt Mrav)

7.kép. Budakeszi, belteriilet (Pest virmegye), kocsisir; az
osszecsukhaté vasszékhez tartozé S alakd tdmaszték hely-
zete (rajz és rekonstrukcié: Mrav Zsolt)

teristic finds of Italian burial sites, were recovered from
merely two known Pannonian carriage graves, Kéloz*
and Budakeszi. Both these lamps were high-quality
products made in Italy.

The handle of the oil lamp from Kaloz is adorned
with a panther’s head (an exact analogy is kept in the Na-
tional Archaeological Museum of Naples).*' The handle
of the specimen from Budakeszi was wrought in the
shape of a sandalled human foot. These oil lamps were
accompanied by related candelabra, forming coherent

ensembles of lamps and supports.*” Such ensembles
were common amongst the lavish burial sites of the
Thracian elite. The light sources characteristic of Roman
burial sites served an apotropaic purpose, providing the
“eternal light” (lux perpetua) dispelling the darkness of
the grave and warding off evil demons and wraiths.** In
contrast, light sources in Thracian graves were accesso-
ries to daily personal hygiene.** For most of the year,
these tasks were performed outside daytime, either
before dawn, or after dusk, before retiring to rest. In the
afterlife, asin life, the deceased performed regular morn-
ing and evening washup by the light of an oil lamp set
ona candelabrum. Oillamps are strikingly uncommon
in the autochthonous burial sites of Pannonia, thus the
ensembles of metal oil lamps and candelabra recovered
from carriage graves likely served a similar purpose.
The absence of oil lamps can be partly ascribed to the
scarcity of oil, but more importantly, Roman notions
of the otherworld did not take root amongst the local
populace, or did so in a purely superficial manner.

3. Unknown findspot, allegedly a destroyed

carriage grave (Figs. 8—10)

The iron chair was donated to the Hungarian National
Museum in 2014.* Its components were thoroughly
deformed and broken apart. The highly corroded and
poorly preserved pieces were restored by two students
specializing in the restoration of applied arts, Csilla
Galambos and Nora Nagyvéradi, in April 2014, under
the guidance of Eszter Bakonyi and Melinda Nagy, in the
framework of a collaboration between the Hungarian
National Museum and the Hungarian University of
Fine Arts.

Two wrought iron frames constitute the chassis of the chair. Decorative bronze knobs were cast together
with the iron framework (Fig. 11a-b). Key dimensions of the chair are: H: 63.5 cm, W: 47.5 cm. Small
decorative knobs were 4 cm high and 2.2-2.3 cm in diameter. Large knobs were 5.2 cm high and 4 cm in

30 BONis 1981, 121, 124, kat. 12-13, Abb. 14, 16 (oil lamp), 130-131, kat. 15. Abb. 21/7 (iron candelabrum).
31 MRAvV 2006, 61, Abb.21b. For the oil lamp from the Naples National Archaeological Museum see DE SPAGNOLIS — DE CAROLIS

1983, 32-33 Typ. I11. 11, Abb. 40.
32 MRAv 2009, 82; MRAV in preparation.
33 MENZEL 1953, 134-135; WALKE 1962, 217.

34 Rositsa Nenova-Merdjanova discussed, but did not verify, this possibility (NENOVA-MERDJANOVA 1997, 34; NENOVA-MERD-

JANOVA 2002, 203-204).

35 Inv. no. MNM NRI RT-RO 2014.7.1. For a preliminary publication, see: MRAV 2022, 24-25, kat. RT 8. The chair is also

mentioned: MRAV 2014, 435, footnote 146.
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Fig. 8a-b. Iron folding chair from an unidentified Transdanubian findspot, before restauration (HNM, photo by Gdbor Nyiri)
8a-b kép. Azismeretlen dundntdli lel6helyrdl szdrmazé sszecsukhaté vasszék allapota a restauralds elétt (MNM, foto:
Nyiri Gabor)

diameter. The folding chair belongs to the type of Roman era field chairs (sella castrensis) prevalent during
the Middle Imperial period (so-called Weilenburg type, Variant A).

The chassis of the chair is comprised of two segmented rectangular frames, joined loosely together by two
round-headed rivets passing through the middle of the frames. One of the rivets was subsequently replaced
with alonger nail, with its tip bent backwards. The middle third of each outside leg was worked into a distinct
joint, shifted from the plane of the frame. These joints fitted together when the chair was folded. The tops
of the iron frames differ: one has a continuous top rail, the other terminates in two separate top rails, with
10.5 cm between finials. Contemporary images attest that the leather seats of such chairs had semicircular
cutouts,* although their purpose is yet unclear.’” The two short, horizontal iron seat rails were reinforced
with S-shaped brackets. All four ends of the two short top rails terminate in bronze ornamental knobs cast
onto iron components. The two inner knobs are smaller than the two outer ones. One of the external knobs
is missing. The knobs have pileated hemispheric heads ribbed with deep grooves. Legs are conjoined at the
base by two horizontal iron stretchers. The ends of the legs were cut at 45 degrees, forming rudimentary
feet (indicating that when opened, the ideal angle between the feet and the floor was 45 degrees).

36 'This cutout is clearly discernible on the apsidal mosaic “4a” in the bathhouse of Villa del Casale (Piazza Armerina, Sicily),
depicting a folded chair carried by a bathhouse servant on his shoulder (CarRaNDINI - Ruccr - DE Vos 1982, 80, Fig. 30).
37 KosTer 2013, 254.
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Fig. 9. Iron folding chair from an unidentified Northeast Fig. 10. Ironfolding chair from an unidentified Transdanu-

Pannonian findspot (HNM, photo by Gabor Nyiri) bian findspot (HNM, photo by Gébor Nyiri)
9. kép. Ismeretlen északkelet-pannoniai lel6helyrél szir-  10.kép. Ismeretlen dundntdli lel6helyrél szdirmazo ssze-
mazé dsszecsukhaté vasszék (MNM, foté: Nyiri Gdbor) csukhaté vasszék (MNM, foté: Nyiri Gébor)

Fig. 11a-b. Detail photos of the iron folding chair recovered from an
unidentified Transdanubian findspot (HNM, photo by Gabor Nyiri)
11.a-bkép. Ismeretlen dundntulilelShelyrdl szarmazo 6sszecsukhatd
vasszék, részletfotok (MNM, foté: Nyiri Gdbor)
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In order to find analogies for this new iron chair of un-
known provenience acquired by the HNM, one needs
to examine Roman Imperial-Period chairs outfitted
with two S-shaped supports, bronze ornamental knobs,
and other cast bronze appliqués. Only four chairs re-
inforced with S-shaped brackets are known, including
the specimens from the Weilenburg hoard,** Grave 3
at Kornye,* the double burial site at Budapest-Pasarét
(District IT),* and a fourth chair of unknown prove-
nance, identified in international antiquities trade.*
This meagre group of Imperial-Period folding chairs
can now be complemented with two further items, the
one from Budakeszi (2) and the latter chair recovered
from an unspecified findspot somewhere in Panno-
nia. It is worth mentioning, that four of the six known
such chairs originate from Pannonia. The fact that every
whole or near intact chair outfitted with S-shaped brack-
ets was also adorned with bronze knobs is noteworthy.
During the course of the 2nd-3rd-century AD, these
were the most opulent and possibly most expensive
chairs available, surpassed only by rare pieces of fur-
niture with legs decorated with metal inlays. This iron
chair can be dated to the mid-2nd-century AD or at
latest to the early 3rd-century AD.

Allegedly, the iron chair originated from a destroyed
carriage grave, and was discovered alongside bronze
vessels, including a handwashing kit comprised of
a pitcher and a handled bowl. The relative positions
of the corroded frames imply that the chair was folded
when placed in the burial site.

38 KELLNER-ZAHLHAAS 1993, 126-127, Kat. Nr. 109.
39 BONi1s 1982, 134; Miks 2009, 512-513, Nr. 50.

Notes on new Pannonian iron
chairs recovered from funerary
contexts

The following two folding chairs were both recovered
from rich cremated burials in Eastern Pannonia. One has
already been written on (4), the otheris a novel find (5).

4. Mursa (Osijek/Eszék, Croatia), cremation

burial (Fig. 12/7)

Fragments of a folding chair were brought to light from
one of the cremated graves in the western cemetery of
Colonia Aelia Mursa, excavated in 1966 (Grave 189).#
The grave consisted of two levels, a large quadratic top
chamber with stone walls, covered with prism-shaped
stone blocks on top, and a smaller bottom chamber
built of bricks.* The bottom chamber was filled with the
remains of the funerary pyre, and the objects originally
piled atop the pyre.

Pieces of the iron chair recovered from the grave
were deformed, incomplete and broken, indicating that
the chair was also placed on the pyre. The pieces were
identified as the legs from one side and a horizontal seat
rail. Height is the only dimension of the artifact, that
can be reconstructed, which is 57.5 cm. The seat rails
used for securing the leather seat in place terminated
in bronze rosette knobs. The rivets fastening the two
frames of the chair together also have heads resembling
rosettes (Diam.: 4 cm).* Based on the recovered finds
and their surfaces, the chair consisted of two four-sided
frames without any supports or stretchers. It plausibly
belongs to the so-called Ostia type in the typology of
Christian Miks.* Fragmentary bronze vessels were doc-
umented in the grave beside the chair (Fig. 12/1-6), in-
cluding a pitcher and a handled bowl of a handwashing
kit, a second pitcher, and the lid of an oil vessel adorned
with concentric rings (Diam.: 4 cm) (Fig. 12/6).* Some

40 ROMER 1864, 104; Miks 2009, 512, Nr. 49; MRAv 2013, 124-125.

41 Miks 2009, 512, Nr. 43, Taf. 4. S.
42 Muzej Slavonie, Osijek, Inv. no. 7905.

43 For a detailed description of the tomb, see: BULAT 1977, 79-80. For the grave goods, see: BULAT 1977, 79-87; Mixs 2009,
514, Nr. 65; GORICKE-LUKIC 2011, 106-111, 189; MRAV 2014, 435, footnote 146.

44 BuLAT 1977, 81-82, kat. 5, T. IIL.1-6.
45  Mixks 2009, 512.
46 Burat 1977, 81, kat. 4, T. ILS.
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Fig. 12. Mursa (Osijek/Eszék, HR), grave goods from a cremation burial (after (BuLat 1977 and GORICKE-LUKI¢ 2011)
12.kép. Mursa (Osijek/Eszék, HR), hamvasztdsos sir mellékletei (BULAT 1977 és GORICKE-LUKIC 2011 utén)



Roman Iron Folding Chairs in the Archaeological Collection of the Hungarian National Museum

of the fragments suggest the presence of further vessels
in the grave. Thin metal objects with curved cross-sec-
tions may be interpreted as fragments of strigils.*’” One
can conclude that grave goods included both bathing or
personal hygiene kits alongside the iron folding chair.

5. Boly (Baranya county), cremation burial

(Fig. 13)

In March 2020, colleagues from the Janus Pannonius
Museum in Pécs excavated a rich cremation burial of
the local elite in the vicinity of Boly. An iron chair was
identified amongst the grave goods (head of excavation:
Gergely Kovaliczky).*

The iron chair was nearly intact, implying it was not
set on the funerary pyre (the same can be said of the gold-
enring recovered from the burial site, discussed below).
Only the lower parts of its legs were slightly deformed.
The chassis of the chair consists of two rectangular iron
frames, fastened loosely together by rivets near the mid-
dle of the legs (so-called Weiflenburg type, Variant A),
which enabled the smooth folding and opening of the
chair. The chair was S0 cm high and 44 cm wide. The seat
rail is continuous on one frame, and missing its middle
third on the other. Both parts of the latter, divided top
rail are reinforced by S-shaped supports joined directly
to the frame, without the use of any spacers. Either end
of the seat rails is adorned with iron knobs. In addition
to serving a decorative purpose, these knobs kept the
leather seat from slipping off the top rail. The publisher
of the find, Gergely Kovaliczky noted traces of metal
inlays on the unconserved surface of the chair legs. If
his observations can be confirmed after restoration, then
this would be the second iron chair from the Middle
Imperial Period with such decoration, in addition to the
one recovered from carriage grave No. 1-2 at Kérnye.*

The grave was 1.8 x 3.8 mlarge, complete with a side-
wall niche. The remains of the funerary pyre were drawn
to the middle, deeper part of the grave. Two asses of
Antoninus Pius, one of them struck in AD 153/154

47 GORICKE-LUKIC 2011, 108, Figs. 8c and 8e.
48 KovaLiczky 2022.

Fig. 13. Bély (Baranya county, H); iron folding chair from
a elite cremation burial site (after KovaLiczky 2022)

13. kép. Bély (Baranya varmegye); sszecsukhaté vasszék
ahamvasztasos elittemetkezésbdl (KovaLiczky 2022 utdn)

(RIC III 921), provide a terminus post quem, dating
the burial site to the second half of the 2nd-century
AD.** Alongside the iron folding chair discussed above,
agolden ring with intaglio of an eagle,*' and a fragment
from a small sculpture (see below), the bronze vessels
and items of a bathing and personal hygiene kit, deformed
on the funerary pyre, were recovered from the burial site,
amongst other artifacts. It seems that after the pyre burnt
out, notall of the partially melted fragments were collect-
ed and drawn into the grave pit. Based on its surviving
fragments, the bronze water pitcher of the handwashing
kit seems atypical. It is unlike any of the pitchers known
from the kit types defined by Hans Ulrich Nuber (Hage-
now, Millingen, Alikaria, Canterbury).*

Due to their fragmentary state, the shapes and pur-
poses of several vessels were misinterpreted, and shall
be revised herein. Bronze sherds identified as a bronze

49  For the first publication on the iron chair, see: ALAPI 1913, 38, 36, Abb. 1. The author has written on the brass inlays adorning
the chair legs: MRAv 2013, 135-138, Abb. 23-24; MRrAv 2014, 437-439, Fig. 23.

50 KovaLiczky 2022, 40, 46, Fig. 8.
51 KovaLiczky 2022, 40, 45, Fig. 6.
52 NUBER 1974, 38-73.
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bucket®* belongin fact to a bronze oil vessel with a flat-
tened globular body (Fig. 14/1-5).5 Although none
of its sidewalls survived, one may assume that they
were unadorned with figural embossments.** The ome-
ga-shaped bronze bow handle of the vessel was cast
separately. Both recurved ends of the handle termi-
nated in baluster-shaped, segmented ornaments. The
tip of one of the balusters is missing. The handle was
fastened onto the body by two appliqués, brazed onto
opposingsides of the vessel, each forming trilobed leafs
and terminating in round loops. Numerous bronze ves-
sels were outfitted with similar appliqués resembling
trilobed or pentalobed (acanthus?) leafs.* The bronze
object misidentified as a “chambered disc brooch” in
the preliminary publication of the grave, is in fact the lid
of the oil vessel (Fig. 14/2).5” Apart from the shape of
the object, this new interpretation is reinforced by the
presence of decorative concentric rings on its surface,
abronze knob riveted to its centre, and the existence of
a distinct round borehole, all of which have numerous
analogies amongst the lids of similar bronze oil vessels.
Furthermore, an iron latch belonging to the clasp se-
curing the lid, can still be seen on its rear.’®

For all the above reasons, one can conclude that the
handwashing kit set atop the pyre and partially deposit-
edin the grave, consisted of a globular bronze oil vessel,
atleast one strigilis (Fig. 14/6),and an iron folding chair.

Finally, the fragment of a bronze statuette warrants
afew remarks.” The practice of depositing bronze stat-
uettes as grave goods existed in Pannonia, but such
finds are exceptionally rare, further emphasizing the
significance of the burial site discovered at Boly. The
torso recovered from the grave portrays a figure clad in
a hooded cape (paenula cucullata) (Fig. 15), thus it is

O
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Fig. 14. Boly (Baranya county, H); instrumenta balnei from
aelite cremation burial site; 1-5: oil vessel (ampulla olearia)
and strigil (after KovaLiczky 2022)

14. kép. Boly (Baranya virmegye); instrumenta balnei a
hamvasztasos elittemetkezésbdl; 1-5: olajos edény (ampulla
olearia) és strigilis (KovaLICzKy 2022 utdn)

definitely nota Lar.*' The head is broken off entirely, the
extremities of the legs and arms are missing. No traces
of a thrown back hood are discernible on the back of
the figure, implying the hood was drawn over the head.
Apart from a few grotesque or genre sculptures depict-
ing travellers or countrymen, statuettes made of stone,
terracotta or bronze, clad in hooded capes generally
represent the genius cucullatus/Telesphoros.®* The genii
cucullati were protective apotropaic entities associated

53 KovaLICczKY 2022, 41,48, in the lower left corner and in the right column of Fig. 11. The sherd in the top right corner belongs

to a separate vessel.

54 BRAUN 2001, 4-6, Type 1. For the presence of the type in Pannonia, see: e.g. Intercisa (Dunadjvéros) recovered from a sar-
cophagus: SZABO 1984, 108, n°® 18; BRAUN 2001, 144-145, Nr. B3; Brigetio (Komarom, locality of Sz8ny): SzaBO 1984, 108,

no 17; BRAUN 2001, 145, Nr. B6.
55 BRrAUN 2001, 40-92.
56 BrauUN 2001, 12-13.
57 KovaLiczky 2022, 48, Fig. 12.

58 The cross-section drawing of a lid outfitted with a similar latch was published in BRauN 2001, 9-10.

59 KovaLiczky 2022, 41, 49, Fig. 14.

60 For an overview on bronze statuette as grave goods: FEUGERE 1993, 150; BorLLa 2013. Regarding Pannonian provinces:

MARTON 2019, 225.

61 As suggested by Gergely Kovaliczky, who first wrote on the statue: KovaLiczky 2022, 41.
62 Telesphoros: RUHEEL 1994, 870-878; Cucullus: REINACH 1896, 1577-1579. For the bronze statues of Genius cucullatus/

Telesphoros: RUHFEL 1994, 872.
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Fig. 15. Boly (Baranya county, H);
bronze statuette (genius cucullatus/
Telesphoros) from the cremation
burial site (after KovaLiczky 2022)
15. kép. Boly (Baranya virmegye);
bronz kisplasztika (genius cucullatus/
Téleszphorosz) a hamvasztasos sirbdl
(KovaLriczky 2022 utan)

10 cm

with health, prosperity and fertility, venerated through-
out Northern Italy and provinces with an autochthonous
Celtic populace,* suggesting a strong Celtic influence on
the figure.%* In the Graeco-Roman world, the character
fused with Telesphorus of Pergamon, the son of Asclepi-
us, a deity associated with healing and the wellbeing of
children.® Itis worth noting that statuettes of Telespho-
rus are known from funerary contexts, and have been
recovered mostly from children’s graves, and the figure
was depicted on funerary monuments as the guide of
the dead.® This implies that the apotropaic faculty of the
genius cucullatus/Telesphoros was not restricted to the
world of the living, but extended to those setting forth
on their journey to the afterlife.”” Hence, the statuette
of the deity was presumably placed in the grave at Boly
to accompany and protect the deceased.®®

The chairs discussed in the presentarticle increased
the number of such finds recovered from burial sites of
the Pannonian elite by five, raising the total from nine
to fourteen (Table 1). Three iron chairs were recovered
from carriage graves, two from elite cremations with

rich grave goods. The folding chair was accompanied

by a golden ring at Boly, and by travelling carriages
with rich figural ornaments at Szomor-Somodorpuszta
and Budakeszi. Both the golden rings and the ornate
travelling carriages were unmistakeable expressions of
elite social status.

New folding chairs discovered
in the European provinces of the
Roman Empire

In the following chapter, new folding chairs discov-
ered or written on since the overview presented by the
author in 2013 shall be discussed together with their
archaeological contexts.

6. Ath/Ghislenghien (Province de Hainaut,

Belgium), Belgica (Fig. 16—17)’

In 2014, a preliminary archaeological excavation
brought to light two burial sites with a rich ensemble of
grave goods at Ghislengien, near the city Ath. One was
a female burial site (F673), containing a large wooden

63 DoMINGUEZ 2018, 106. For his veneration in the Dacian provinces, see: ANTAL 2014; VARGA 2016.

64 EGGER 1932, 31.
65 KEeNNER 1976, 148; RUHFEL 1994, 870.

66 RUHFEL 1994, 877; ANTAL 2014; LA FrRAGOLA 2015, 57-61; VARGA 2016.

67 EHLING 2005, 161; DoMiNGUEZ 2015, 114.

68 The statuette from Boly is hollow, and a hole is discernible on the body, thus one must consider its interpretation as a figural
bronze oil lamp. Terracotta and bronze lamps depicting ithyphallic figures donning hooded capes constitute a prominent
group amongst artifacts related to Telesphoros (most recently: RUHFEL 1994, 877; ANTAL 2014, 200-201; VARGA 2016,
21-26). A bronze oil lamp discovered at Castellar de Santiesteban (Jaén) is the closest analogy of the statuette from Bély:
DoMINGUEZ 2015, 119, Fig. 18. However, the hole is located on the caped back of the statuette from Boly, which is incon-

sistent with ithyphallic figures.
69 DANESE-HANUT-GARNIER 2017, 77-119.
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(Mursa), western
cemetery, Grave 189

(Fig.12)

bronze vessels of a handwashing kit.

2nd-century AD

Findspot of the Bathing and personal hygiene Dating Sex of the Literature
grave containing kits discovered in the grave deceased (inexhaustive)
the folding chair

1. | Boly (Baranya county/H), | One chair, at least one strigilis set second half of the m KovaLiczky 2022,
cremation burial site previously on the pyre was found 2nd-century AD 39-52; MRAV-NEMENYI
(Fig. 13) nearby, a globular bronze oil vessel 2023, 18-19.

and fragments of bronze vessels
from a handwashing kit.

2. | Budakeszi (Pest coun- Fragment of a chair, a globular oil mid-2nd-century ? Published in the present
ty/H), carriage grave vessel suspended on chains and AD study.
(Figs. 6-7) a strigilis, a Canterbury-type hand-

washing kit, a bronze oil lamp and
a candelabrum.
3. | BudapestII, Pasarét (H) | A bronze oil vessel was found near late 3rd-century f/m ROMER 1964, 104; MIKks
the chair. AD 2009, 512, Nr. 49; MRAV
2013, 124-125S.

4. | Dunatjvéros (Fejér coun- | Rather incomplete grave goods early 3rd-century m TEICHNER 2011, 130, Kat.
ty/H), carriage grave from alooted sarcophagus. AD W17.

S. | Erd (Pest county/H), Two chairs and two handwashing second half of the m Bonis 1981, 141-142;
carriage grave and horse and bathing kits (2 x 2 strigilesand | 2nd-century AD Miks 2009, 512, Nr. 35
burial site (Fig. 2) at least two oil vessels). and 39; MRAV 2013,

117-119.

6. | Kaloz (Fejér county/H), | Two iron strigiles. A bronze suspen- | first half of the m BONis 1981, 131-134 Abb.

carriage grave sion loop implying the presence of | 2nd-century AD 20; Miks 2009, 512, Nr. 36;
an oil vessel. Washbowl. MRAV 2013, 120-124.

7. | Kornye-Kdszénbanya No. | Handwashing kit; bronze pail. late 2nd — early m Arar1 1913, 38,36, Abb.
1-2. (Komarom-Eszter- 3rd-century AD 1; Bonis 1982, 143; Miks
gom county/H), carriage 2009, 512, Nr. 37, Taf. 3.10;
grave MRAv 2013, 135-138.

8. | Kornye No. 3. Handwashing kit. Incomplete set of | late 2nd — early m BoNIs 1982, 134; MiIks
( Komarom-Esztergom grave goods. 3rd-century AD 2009, 512-513, Nr. 50.
county/H), carriage grave
and related (2) horse
burial site in separate pit

9. | Nagylok (Fejér coun- Bronze oil vessel (possibly original- | 2nd-century AD ? GauL 1890, Taf. C, I I;
ty/H), carriage grave ly accompanied by strigiles). BONI1s 1982, 142, Abb. 16;

Mixs 2009, 512, Nr. 38;
MRrAv 2013, 119-120.
10. | Osijek/Eszék (HR) One bronze oil vessel (lid only) and | first half of the m? Burar 1977,79-87;

GoOrIcke-Lukic¢ 2011,
106-111; MRAvV 2014, 435,
footnote No. 146.

11.| Simontornya (Tolna
county/H), burial
mound?

No balnearia, yet grave goods are
only partially known.

2nd-3rd-century
AD

Bonis 1982, 136; PALAGYT—
Nagy 2002, 34-35 (in-
cluding further literature);
Mixks 2009, 510, Nr. S.

Table 1. Iron folding chairs and bathing or personal hygiene kits recovered from the burial sites of the indigenous elite in

the Pannonian provinces

1. tablazat. A helyi 6slakos elit gazdag sirjaiba tett 6sszecsukhato vasszékek és fiird6-, illetve tisztalkodokészletek a pan-

noniai tartomanyokban




Roman Iron Folding Chairs in the Archaeological Collection of the Hungarian National Museum

Table 1. (from previous page)
1. tablazat. (folytatis)

Findspot of the Bathing and personal hygiene Dating Sex of the Literature
grave containing kits discovered in the grave deceased (inexhaustive)
the folding chair

12.| Szomor-Somodorpuszta | Bronze vessels of a handwashingkit. | 2nd-century AD ? Published in the present
(Komérom-Esztergom study.
county/H), carriage grave
(Fig. 4)

13. | Zsambék (Pest 2 strigiles and a bronze oil vessel, 2nd-century AD m BONIs 1982, 142, Abb. 16;
county/H), carriage grave | handwashing kit. Miks 2009 [2011], 512, Nr.
(Fig.3) 40; MRrAV 2011a,26-27;

MRrAv 2013, 120.

14.| Unidentified Transdanu- | Grave goods allegedly included the | 2nd-3rd-century ? Published in the present
bian findspot, possibly bronze vessels from at least one AD study.
from a destroyed carriage | handwashing kit.
grave (Figs. 8-11)

casket, which held grave goods and the calcinated bone
remains collected from the funerary pyre. Grave goods
included a vast collection of pottery, including a dining
set of Italian-made terra sigillata, alongside a polychro-
matic glass bowl adorned with strip and lace mosaics,
and a sella curulis-type iron folding chair, accompanied
by a metal mirror and a pair of brooches. The grave can
be dated between S BC and AD 15/20, ranking itamong
the earliest burial sites to have contained a folding chair.
The authors of the first publication argued, that although
“méme si cela doit étre confronté aux résultats d'une étude
anthropologique’, the presence of the chair suggests that
the grave belonged to one of the first officials of the
civitas Nerviorum. However, the pair of brooches and
the mirror are clear indications that the deceased was
female, hence the grave should be regarded as one of
the Early Imperial-Period burial sites of female elites,
which often included sella curulis-type folding chairs
and toiletry kits (e.g. Epagny-Metz-Tessy; Plouy Grave
94; Saintes, discussed below in detail).

7. Boinville-en-Mantois (Yvelines, France),

Gallia Lugdunensis (Fig. 18)"

In 2016, aniron folding chair was found set on the floor
of a cremation burial site (Grave 34) located near a fu-
nerary monument, which was situated near the centre

70 LAUREY-BRUNET-DEMAREST-MAUDUIT 2019, 237-240.

ofa quadratic graveyard of elegant setting, encircled by
a stone fence. The chair belongs to the twice foldable,
hinged Variant B of the Weilenburg type. The chair
was the only object recovered from the grave, which
was near intact. Sherds of pottery and glass vessels were
charred beyond recognition on the funerary pyre, thus
the complete range of grave goods cannot be ascer-
tained. The burial sites of the graveyard were dated to
the late 2nd- or early 3rd-century AD.

8. Epagny-Metz-Tessy (Haute-Savoie, France),

Gallia Narbonensis (Fig. 19)

In2021, professionals from the Inrap discovered a child’s
rich burial site near the foot of a hill at Epagny-Metz-
Tessy,acommune in the urban area of Annacy, alongside
a second rich burial site that likely belonged to a ma-
ture woman. The two graves are related, and possibly
belonged to a single graveyard. Both burial sites were
dated to the second half of the 1st-century AD. A sella
curulis-type iron chair andsilver strigiles were recovered
from the female grave, accompanied by a pair of golden
earrings, the remains of a fabric interwoven with gilded
threads, 20 pottery vessels, and the same amount of glass
vessels and a further 46 various metal objects. The joint
presence of chair and strigiles hints at the possible inclu-
sion of a bathing kit among the grave goods.”

71 Nothing has been written on the grave goods. At the moment only brief reports and media coverage are available: https://
www.inrap.fr/decouverte-d-une-chaise-curule-dans-un-bucher-aristocratique-romain-epagny-metz-15525.
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Fig. 16. Ath/Ghislenghien (Hainaut, B); female burial
site complete with iron folding chair (after DANESE-HA-
NUT-GARNIER 2017)

16. kép. Ath/Ghislenghien (Hainaut, B); 8sszecsukhaté
vasszéket tartalmazo néi sir (DANESE-HANUT-GARNIER
2017 utan)

9. Arnsburg “Alteburg” (Hessen, Germany),

Germania Superior (Figs. 20-21)"2

In Spring 2021, a peculiar although partially disturbed
bustum burial site was excavated at Arnsburg (Stadt
Lich, Lkr. Gielen), on the Wetterau Limes (part of
the Upper German Limes), in the southern cemetery
of the settlement and the accompanying fort of the
cohors I Aquitanorum veterana equitata. Fragments
from artifacts placed on the funerary pyre alongside
the deceased, and the collapsed remains of the pyre
were identified in a 2.09 x 3.15 m large pit delved into
the round mound. Finds included food and drinking
vessels, an amphora, the handle of a bronze ladle, a set
of arrows possibly used for hunting, furthermore an
iron chair (Weiflenburg type, Variant A) and an iron
strigilis. For the purposes of the present article, the
fact that the strigil was found corroded to the iron
frames of the folding chair, is exceptionally significant
(Fig. 21). The same occurrence was documented at
Kaloz.” The Arnsburg grave is another example of func-
tionally related artifacts of bathing kits, in this case an
iron chair and a strigilis, being placed close by, either
on the pyre or in the burial site.”

Fig. 17. Ath/Ghislenghien (Hainaut, B); the sella curu-
lis-type iron chair of the female burial site (after DANESE~
HANUT-GARNIER 2017)

17.kép. Ath/Ghislenghien (Hainaut, B); andi temetkezés
sella curulis tipusd vasszéke (DANESE-HANUT-GARNIER
2017 utan)

10. Nijmegen (NL), Germania Inferior (Fig. 22)
A bathing kit and a lavish dining set were discovered
alongside a female laid to rest in Grave 9 in the western
cemetery of Nijmegen, the details of which were pub-
lished in 2013. The interpretation of the surviving metal
components and related painted leather residue revealed
that grave goods included a wooden folding chair, com-
plete with a backrest and metal fittings.” Furthermore,
bronze vessels of a Canterbury-type handwashingkit and
articles of a toiletry kit (mirrors, spatulas) were also re-
covered from the grave. These objects can be interpreted
as parts of cleansing or grooming kits deposited in the
burial site. A finely crafted inkwell was also placed in the
grave,”® and its use might be associated with the chair.
The burial site can be dated to the early 2nd-century AD.
All five new folding chairs were recovered from
Gallic and Germanic provinces, from burial sites of
local elites. In four cases, folding chairs belonged to
bathing, cleaning or toiletry kits (6, 8-10). The grave
goods of the fifth, cremation burial site were damaged
on the funerary pyre to such a degree, as to prevent
their proper interpretation (7). Thus, new finds fit the
trend established by the author in his 2013 study. The

72 KoCH-MUCHENBERGER 2021, 7-32; KOCH-MUCHENBERGER 2022, 62-63; KOCH-MUCHENBERGER-GOTTWALD-PIEPER

2022, 190.
73 BONIs 1981, 134; MRAV 2013, 124.
74  See further: MRAV 2013, 126-127.

75 KOSTER 2013, 58-62 (description of grave and grave goods), 163-165, 252-255 (evaluation of the chair), 423 (drawn recon-

struction of the chair).
76 KosTer 2013, 152-159, PL. 42.30.
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Fig. 18. Boinville-en-Mantois (Yvelines, F); hinged iron
chair from a cremation burial site near the funerary mon-
ument of the graveyard (after LAUREY-BRUNET-DEMAR-
EST-MAUDUIT 2019)

18.kép. Boinville-en-Mantois (Yvelines, F); zsanéros vas-
szék egy sirépitményt tartalmazo sirkert egyik hamvasztasos
sirjaban (LAUREY-BRUNET-DEMAREST-MAUDUIT 2019
utan)

Fig. 19. Epagny-Metz-Tessy (Haute-Savoie, F); iron fold-
ing chair from a rich female burial site (see https://www.
inrap.fr/decouverte-d-une-chaise-curule-dans-un-buch-
er-aristocratique-romain-epagny-metz-15525)

19.kép. Epagny-Metz-Tessy (Haute-Savoie, F); dsszecsuk-
haté vasszék egy gazdag néi sirbdl (https://www.inrap.fr/
decouverte-d-une-chaise-curule-dans-un-bucher-aristocra-
tique-romain-epagny-metz-15525 nyoman)

Fig. 20. Arnsburg “Alteburg” (Hessen, D); iron folding
chair from a bustum burial site (after KoCH-MUCHENBERG-
ER 2022)

20.kép. Arnsburg,Alteburg” (Hessen, D); 6sszecsukhat6
vasszék a bustumtemetkezésb6l (KocH-MUCHENBERGER
2022 utin)

iron chair from Arnsburg bears the most significance
for the present research, as it was found conjoined
with the strigilis of the bathing kit, indicating that both
artifacts belonged to the same kit. The deceased buried
at Arnsburg was likely a military officer who served in

Fig. 21. Arnsburg “Alteburg” (Hessen, D), grave of a mil-
itary officer; iron folding iron chair with an iron strigil just
beneath it (after KOCH-MUCHENBERGER 2022)

21. kép. Arnsburg ,Alteburg” (Hessen, D), katonatiszt
sirja; 8sszecsukhatd vasszék és alatta egy vas strigilis (KocH-
MUCHENBERGER 2022 utén)

the region. Similarly to other female graves complete
with iron folding chairs, the three new female burial
sites (6, 8, 10) lacked full bathing or sporting kits, but
contained accessories for cleansing or grooming. The
silver strigiles recovered from the female burial site at
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Fig.22. Nijmegen (NL), Grave 9 of the western cemetery;
grave goods from the female burial site and the reconstruction
of the wooden chair with metal fittings (after KoSTER 2013)
22.kép. Nijmegen (NL), nyugati temeté 9. sir; a néi temet-
kezés mellékletei a fabol késziilt, fémveretes 6sszecsukhato
szék rekonstrukcijaval (KosTER 2013 nyoman)

Epagny-Metz-Tessy are an exception, as women em-
ployed strigils for cleaning or perhaps depilation, rather
than sporting purposes.”” One can conclude that the
pairing of chairs and bathing or sporting kits was related
to male identity, as these functionally linked objects
were common amidst, but not exclusive to, the burial
sites of men of the local elite.”®

Chairs utilised by mistresses for
cleansing or grooming

Contemporary illustrations, grave goods and literary
evidence reveal that female members of the elite used
different types of chairs for their daily personal hygiene
or grooming routine accompanied by their servants.”
Apart from a few exceptions,” these were mostly chairs
with backrests or folding chairs.

Chairs with backrests (cathedra)

Various kinds of visual representations generally depict
the mistress seated on a chair, whilst one of her maids
holds up a mirror for her and another combs her hair.
The scene is often complemented with other servants
carrying mostly water pitchers, pails or chests (Fig. 23).
Margot Baltzer presented the most comprehensive col-
lection of these scene types (so-called Frisierszene or
Toilettenszene), and recorded twenty instances of near
identical imagery from Italy and the European provinces
of the Roman Empire (most originate from Belgica, the
vicinity of Augusta Treverorum). In most cases that
depict chairs, the mistress is seated upon a wicker chair
with a backrest, relaxing her feet on a stool. The image
field of a funerary stele from Sérisdp depicts a woman in
native garments seated on a chair with a backrest, while
lifting a mirror and perhaps jewellery from a toiletry
case or jewel box. No servants were rendered on the
relief (Fig. 24).%

Chairs with backrests were best suited for indoor
use, usually set up in bedrooms or private baths. The re-
lief on the sarcophagus from Simpelveld depicts a chair
with a backrest next to the bed.® Such chairs were large
and heavyset, hence impractical to be carried far from
the house, and were likely not taken to public baths.

77  For a comprehensive summary on strigiles employed by women, see: KOTERA-FEYER 1993, 6; B6zsa 2016, 208-211; Ota

2016, 128, 131-132.
78 Else KosTER 2013, 254; MRAv 2013, 128.

79

80

81

82

83

NENOVA-MERDJANOVA 1997, 34; NENOVA-MERDJANOVA 2002, 203-204; GRASSIGLI 2006, 305-326; MRAV2013,113-116.
A relief from Arlon depicts the mistress combing her hair while seated upon a cylindric stool (Musée d'Histoire et dArchéol-
ogie, Luxembourg): BALTZER 1983, 104, Nr. 73; MARTIN-KILCHER 2018, 262, Abb. 10.1, a relief from Trier (the so-called
Avituspfeiler, Rheinisches Landesmuseum, Trier) depicts a similar setting: BALTZER 1983, 104, Nr. 72a. A Late Roman silver
bucket from the Naples Museum depicts the mistress seated on a plain backless bench: DRESKEN-WEILAND 1994, 39-48;
MARTIN-KILCHER 2018, 264, 268, Abb. 20.

BALTZER 1983, 64-72,104-107, Kat. Nr. 71-90. Since then, another scene has been brought to the attention of the scientific
community, which was depicted on a bronze disc-brooch with a pressed decoration (Rheinisches Landesmuseum, Trier):
MARTIN-KILCHER 2018, 262, Abb. 11.

LANG 1919, 246, Fig. 110; NAGY 2007, 23-24, Nr. 6. See further a fragmentary relief from Tac, which represents a woman
sitting on a chair with backrest and in front of her a female servant holding a jewellery box: F11z 2003, 26-27, no. 11.
Regarding the sarcophagus from Simpelveld, see: HOLWERDA 1931.
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Fig. 23. Saint-Hilaire-de-Lusignan (Lot-et Garonne, F); front relief on a marble sarcophagus lid, portraying a mistress
grooming while seated on a wicker chair with a backrest (after BARDIES-FRONTY-BIMBENET-PRIVAT 2009)

23.kép. Saint-Hilaire-de-Lusignan (Lot-et Garonne, F); marvény szarkofagtetd eldoldali dombormiive, amely vesszéfonatos
tamlasszéken szépitkezd tirnét dbrazol (BARDIES-FRONTY-BIMBENET-PRIVAT 2009 nyomén)

Furthermore, wickerwork was less apt for ostentatious
decoration representing wealth and elite social status.

The mosaic in the antechamber of the bathhouse
(21) of the Late Roman Villa del Casale (Piazza Ar-
merina, Sicily) provides additional evidence for the
presence of chairs with backrests in private baths. The
scene depicts the mistress and her two sons going to the
baths, accompanied by servants.®* A wicker or wooden
cathedra can be seen, off to the side of the mosaic situ-
ated on the left of the stairs leading to the antechamber
of the bathhouse (Fig. 25). A large vessel was placed in
front of the chair with a backrest, its grey colour implies
it was wrought of silver. A fluted silver basin or dish was
placed atop the vessel. The vessel was likely used to store
large volumes of water, and the basin served for washing
feet (concha).® The imagery likely conveyed a practical
visual cue, prompting guests to have a seat, remove their
shoes and wash their legs before entering the baths.

Contrary to the aforementioned visual representa-
tions, wooden or stone cathedrae set in burial chambers
were unrelated to the everyday grooming of the mis-
tresses: during mortuary banquets held in tombs, these
actual chairs served as the symbolic seats for deceased
female family members.®

84 CaraNDINI — Rucct - D Vos 1982, 331.
85 Most recently: MARTIN-KILCHER 2022, 187-199.

s,

Sametegs i

Fig. 24. Sarisép (Komérom-Esztergom county, H); indi-
genous woman grooming while seated on a chair with
abackrest; Aicca’s portrait in the image field of her funerary
stele (HNM, photo by Ortolf Harl)

24. kép. Sarisap (Komarom-Esztergom virmegye); tim-
lasszéken 16, szépitkez6 éslakos asszony, Aicca dbrézolasa
siremlékének képmezdjében (MNM, fotd: Ortolf Harl)

86 KLAUSER 1927, 54-55, 82; NOELKE 2008, 455-458 (regarding the two stone carved chairs with backrests resembling wicker
chairs discovered in the burial chamber at Kéln-Weiden); KosTER 2013, 254. In the brick-lined burial chamber of Kemenes-
szentpéter-Dombi-diil6, burial mound I/1, located in Pannonia, a mural delineated the outlines of a chair made from organic

matter, which has since faded away: PALAGY1 2013, 31.
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Fig. 25. Villa del Casale (Piazza Armerina, Sicily); mosaic in the
antechamber of the private baths, depicting a chair with a backrest
and silver vessels used for washing feet (after CARANDINI - RuccI-

DEe Vos 1982)

25.kép. Villa del Casale (Piazza Armerina, Szicilia); a magénfiirdd
el6terének mozaikja timldsszék éslibmosasra haszndlt eziistedények

&brézolisaval (CARANDINI — Rucci-DE Vos 1982 utén)

Folding chairs

Scenes portraying mistresses engaged in washing or
combing from the 2nd—3rd-century AD do not de-
pictany folding chairs. The relief on a Flavian-period
bronze mirror from the collection of the Musei Capi-
tolini, relaying a lupanaria scene, shows a folding chair
complete with back rest, accompanied by a bronze
pitcher and bronze basin for washing (Fig. 26).% It
is clear that these objects, including the folding chair,
furnished the room of the woman. Concerning the
period between the 1st and 3rd centuries AD, key
sources for folding chairs employed by women for
personal washup and/or grooming are rich burial
sites that contained such chairs, and can unequiv-
ocally be identified as female. In such sepulchres,
chairs were always accompanied by bronze vessels
used for washup and/or toiletry items.*® Presently,
the following such elite female burial sites are known:
Ghislenghien (Hainaut, B), Grave F673 (see above),*

Fig. 26. Relief on a bronze mirror depicting a lupanaria
scene (Musei Capitolini, Rome) (after KOHLERT-NEMETH
1990, 14 Abb. 7)

26.kép. Reliefdiszes bronztiikdr lupanaria-jelenettel (Mu-
sei Capitolini, Réma) (KOHLERT-NEMETH 1990, 14 Abb.
7 utén)

87 KOHLERT-NEMETH 1990, 14, Abb. 7; MRAV 2013, 115-116, Abb. 10.

88 MRAV 2013, 88.
89 DANESE-HANUT-GARNIER 2017, 81-92.
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Epagny-Metz-Tessy (Haute-Savoie, F), a cremation
burial site (see above),? Madrec (Stara Zagora, BG),”
Maastricht-Belfort double burial site in a sarcophagus
(NL),”* Meri¢leri (Chaskovo, BG), the burial site
in Barrow 3,” Nijmegen (NL), Hunnerberg Grave
49,°Nijmegen (NL), western cemetery, Grave 9 (see
above),” Plouy (Vismes-au-Val [Somme], F) Grave
94 (Fig. 27),% Saintes (F).”

In contrast to the abundance of chiefly archaeo-
logical sources available from the 1st-3rd-century AD,

90 See footnote 69.
91 ByIOKAUEB 1984, 27-28, 06p. 38.

92 GrOOTH 2005, 142, Abb. 10; Miks 2009, 512, Nr. 34; MRrAv 2013, 131, Nr. 10; KosTER 2021, 49, 123-124, P1. I1I-1V, 138,

Pl XVIL

Fig. 27. Plouy (Vismes-au-Val, Somme, F), grave goods
from female burial site No. 94, including a sella curulis-type
iron folding chair (Musée Boucher de Perthes, photo by
Jean-Gilles Berizzi)

27. kép. Plouy (Vismes-au-Val, Somme, F) a 94. néi sir
mellékletei, koztitk egy sella curulis tipust 6sszecsukhatd
vasszékkel (Musée Boucher de Perthes, foté: Jean-Gilles
Berizzi)

regarding the Late Roman period, for a long time,
visual images were the sole evidence for the relation
between folding chairs and the daily personal hygiene
and grooming routine of mistresses. The mosaics of the
baths at Sidi Ghrib (Fig. 28),”® the so-callled Projecta
casket of the Esquiline Treasure (Fig. 29),” or the per-
fume casket of the Seuso Treasure (Fig. 30)'® impart
the same imagery, depicting the mistress seated upon
afolding chair, conducting her daily washup or groom-
ing, surrounded by her maids and the silverware of her
bathing kit (argentum balneare).'"®* Church Fathers, in-
cluding Clement of Alexandria (ca. AD 150-211/217),
conveyed the same image.'” In his work entitled The
Paedagogus, while rebuking women who flaunt their
riches in public baths, he made a briefremark on opulent
chairs: “And gold-plated chairs, and silver ones, too,
and ten thousand vessels of gold and silver, some for
drinking, some for eating, some for bathing, are carried
about with them” (Translated by William Wilson. From
Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vol. 2. Edited by Alexander Rob-
erts, James Donaldson, and A. Cleveland Coxe. Buffalo,
NY: Christian Literature Publishing Co., 1885).! The
folding chairs in the three above-mentioned images
were ornate furniture complete with cushions, with

93 AAAAXOB 1965, 96, Nr. §; Mixks 2009, 511, Nr. 16; MRAv 2013, 133, Nr. 33.

94 VERMEULEN 1932, 173-175 pl. XV; concerning the chair, see also: ZADOKS-JOSEPHUS — PETERS — WITTEVEN 1973, 83-84,

n. 143; Miks 2009, 510, Nr. 4; MRAV 2013, 132, Nr. 12.
95 KosTER 2013, 58-62,252-255, 423.
96 BAYARD 1993, 78-79.
97 CHEw 1988, 51-54.
98 ENNABLI 1986, 42-44, pl. XIV.
99 MARTIN 2009, 389-397.
100 MANGO-BENNETT 1994, 464-465.

101 Fora collection of these visual representations concerning foldable chairs, see: MARTIN 2009, 389-397; MRAV 2013, 113-116;

HiMMELMANN-PETROVSZKY 2018, 175-179; MARTIN-KILCHER 2018,259-271; MARTIN-KILCHER - MARTIN 2022,266-271.
102 Clement of Alexandria, The Paedagogus 111, 26; I1I, 31-32.

103 Clement of Alexandria, The Paedagogus 111, 31.
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Fig. 28. Sidi Ghrib (Tunisia); bathhouse mosaic portraying a grooming mistress (Bardo National Museum, Tunis)
28.kép. Sidi Ghrib (Tunézia); fiirdémozaik, szépitkezést végz tirné brazolasdval (Bardo Muzeum, Tunisz)

backrests held fast by chains.'* Until recently, one could
only imagine what these Late Roman ornamental chairs
employed mostly by women looked like.

In 2013, an Early Migration-Period hoard was dis-
covered in Riilzheim, including gold jewellery and clo-
thing ornaments, hacked Late Roman silver vessels,
and pieces of a silver-plated iron chair. The recently
reconstructed build and appearance of the chair cor-
responds to the type of folding chairs with backrests
depicted on the aforementioned imagery, used by
mistresses during their grooming (Fig. 31).' In his
2013 study, the author of the present article noted
that scenes portraying grooming mistresses depicted
“foldable chairs [that] were outfitted with (detachable
or collapsible?) backrests fastened by chains’, although
at the time of publication no other data was available
concerning the existence of such chairs. However, the

104 MRAv 2013, 114.

chair from Riilzheim “bestditigt Mrdvs Beschreibung
der Fixierung der Riickenlehne.”"* The figural reliefs of
the chair depicted maids, two of them carrying lidded
toilette caskets. Their presence afirms that the chair
was once used by a mistress during her daily washup
or grooming."”’

Compared to wooden or wicker chairs, folding
chairs are smaller, easier to carry around and set up
at will. Mistresses likely used them at home, within
the walls of their own bedrooms and/or baths, and
they probably took these chairs to public baths. The
wrought iron frames provided ample support. Finds
recovered from Concesti and Riilzheim attest that iron
components were outfitted with silver plates, tubules'*®
or other precious metal ornaments, including statuettes
(Table 2). The light grey colour of the chair on the
Sidi Ghrib mosaic indicated that the chair was made

105 HIMMELMANN-PETROVSZKY 2017, 86-88; HIMMELMANN-PETROVSZKY 2018, 153-192; MARTIN-KILCHER — MARTIN

2022,266-271.
106 HIMMELMANN-PETROVSZKY 2018, 179, Anm. 48.

107 Regarding the role of maids during the personal washup or grooming of the mistress, see: ROSE 2008, 41-49.
108 A chair made solely of high grade silver would not support the weight of an adult.
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Fig. 29. Rome, Esquiline Treasure; image of a grooming mistress on the so-called Projecta casket (British Museum, Lon-
don. After Darton 1901, PL XV)

29.kép. Roma, Esquilinusi-kincs; szépitkezését végzé irnd dbrzoldsa az tn. Proiecta lddikdn (British Museum, London.
DarToN 1901, PL. XV. utén)
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Fig. 30. Toilette casket of the Seuso Treasure; mistress grooming after her bath while seated on a folding chair, accompanied
by servants (HNM, photo by Andras Dabasi and Judit Kardos)

30.kép. Seuso-kincs, eziist illatszeres doboz; fiirdéje utdn dsszecsukhaté széken szépitkezd trnd és szolgdi (MNM, foté:
Dabasi Andras — Kardos Judit)
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Designation Figural ornament Backrest Backrest Literature
fastened with | without
chains chains
ILLUSTRATIONS
Sidi Ghrib, bathhouse Bird’s head (duck or swan?) ornaments ENNABLI 1986, 42—44 pl. XIV;
mosaics on the top corners of the backrest. + MRAV 2013, 115.

Projecta casket of the Outward facing protomes of panthers

Esquiline Treasure on the top corners of the backrest.

Darron 1901, 63 Nr. 304;
+ BARBIER 1962, 10-11, Fig. 3-6;
MARTIN 2009, 389-397.

Perfume casket of the Protomes of panthers on the top cor-

Seuso Treasure ners of the backrest and the top front

corners of the chair frame.

MANGO-BENNETT 1994,
+ 464-465, MRAV 2013, 1135.

RECOVERED CHAIRS

Foldable chair of the

Riilzheim Treasure

Half-length (2 pc) and full-length
portraits (2 pc) of maids. The latter are

carrying cylindrical perfume caskets.

HIMMELMANN-PETROVSZKY
2017, 86-88; HIMMELMANN—
+ PETROVSZKY 2018, 153-192;
MARTIN-KILCHER-MARTIN
2022,266-271.

Table2. Ornaments oniron folding chairs used by women of the Late Roman Period elite for personal washup or grooming
2. tablazat. A kés6 romai elit ndtagjai dltal szépitkezésre/tisztdlkoddsra hasznalt 6sszecsukhatd vasszékek diszitése

of silver, similarly to accompanying silver vessels. The
backrest of this chair was adorned with duck’s heads
or swan’s heads (Fig. 28). The chairs on the perfume
casket of the Seuso Treasure and the Projecta casket of
the Esquiline Treasure are embellished with protomes
of panthers (Figs. 29-30).!* The gilded silver chair of
the Riilzheim treasure is bedecked with figures of maids
aiding the grooming of the mistress (Fig. 31).

The gilded silver furniture fittings of the Esquiline
Treasure were rightly considered components of a Late
Roman-Period chair."" The fitting mounted on the per-
pendicularjoint between two round rails (dowels) forms
a female hand holding a cylindrical handle in her palm
(Fig. 32). The handle terminates in a large globe ribbed
with many grooves, with a floral ornament on top. Similar
grooved end caps (finials) were fitted to the chair of the

Riilzheim treasure.''! Hence, the female hand-shaped
fitting of the Esquiline Treasure was likely part of an
ornate female chair, belonging to the same kit as bathing
and grooming accessories identified in the hoard.

One may conclude that chairs used by women in
Late Antiquity had a richly adorned, splendid variant,
which were seemingly made of precious metals. These
chairs belonged to silver bathing kits (argentum bal-
neare). For illustrious women, public baths provided
both stage and audience for displaying their wealth
and social status. Visual and literary evidence attest that
female members of the contemporary elite often made
use of this opportunity in a showish and theatrical man-
ner: they attended with a host of servants, brandished
silver vessels, and dominated their surroundings seated
on gilded silver chairs.

109 The chair from Concesti had similar ornaments: HARHOIU 1997, 139, 172, Nr. 31. Taf. 17-18; Miks 2009, 436-437, Abb.

27.2.

110 SHELTON 1981, 88-89, no. 34-35, PL. 44-45: “The suggestion has been made that the ornament is ’from a chair’ More specif-
ically, the ornament appears to be a sleeve fitting for dowels meeting at right angles where a finial would be appropriate, such
as the joints at the front of a chair arm or those at the top of a chair back”

111 HIMMELMANN-PETROVSZKY 2018, 159, Abb. 14-18.
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Fig. 31. Riilzheim (Rheinland-Pfalz, D); reconstruction
of a Late Roman folding chair with a backrest recovered

from a Sth-century hoard (after HIMMELMANN-PETROV-

szKY 2018)

31. kép. Riilzheim (Rheinland-Pfalz, D); S. szézadi
kincsleletbdl szirmazé kés6 romai hattémlés Gsszecsukhatd
szék rekonstrukciéja (HIMMELMANN-PETROVSZKY 2018
nyoman)

Over the course of the Sth century AD (or by the
6th century AD at the latest), the imagery of a mistress
grooming on a folding chair aided by her maids was
discontinued, likely due to a shiftin social expectations
towards female members of the elite, in compliance with
Christian values.'”” However, the custom of bathing
with silverware persisted in the eastern part of the Ro-
man Empire. When crusaders sacked Constantinople
in 1204 “... nothing was shared with the common people

112 MARTIN-KILCHER 2022, 170.

Fig. 32. Rome, Esquiline Treasure; an ornamental fitting
from a silver chair (after SHELTON 1981)

32. kép. Roéma, Esquilinusi-kincs; eziistszékhez tartozo
diszitéveretek egyike (SHELTON 1981 utdn)

of the host or the poor knights or the sergeants who had
helped to win the treasure, save the plain silver, like the
silver pitchers which the ladies of the city used to carry to
the baths” (Translated by Edgar Holmes McNeal. New
York, NY: Columbia University Press, 1936).
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Addendum

Lisa Huber’s 2017 study, Kaiserzeitliche Bestattungen ,in villa" im Salzburger Flachgau. In: Lang, Felix —
Traxler, Stefan — Kastler, Raimund (Hrsg.): Neue Forschungen zur lindlichen Besiedlung in Nordwest-Noricum.
ArchaeoPlus 8. Salzburg, 129-153, came into my hand only after the manuscript of this paper was made up.
On page 14 of this study, the author reports a carriage grave which was discovered by a Bavarian officer in
Salzburg-Maxglan, near the Loig Roman villa in the 30s of the 19th century. In addition to the iron parts of
the carriage, this cremation burial site also contained a folding iron chair and 169 bronze objects, including
atleast one strigilis. In the meantime, the finds of this grave have been lost or destroyed. This grave provides
most probably a further example of folding iron chairs which were part of instrumenta balnei in sepulchral
context.
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Kozoletlen romai kori dsszecsukhato vasszékek a Magyar Nemzeti Mizeum
Régészeti Taraban
Uj adatok a helyi elit csaszarkori temetkezéseibdl elokeriilt vasszékek értelmezéséhez

Az Archaeologiai Ertesité 2013-ban megjelent 138. szimaban azoknak az sszecsukhato vasszékeknek az 6sszefoglalé

értékelésére véllalkoztam, amelyek a romanitas kiils6ségeit elsajétitd tartomanyi 6slakos elit csaszarkori temetke-
zéseib6l kertiltek el6. A témaval foglalkozo kutatok tobbsége ezeknek a székeknek korabban ,rangjelz6” szerepet
tulajdonitott feltételezve, hogy azilyen székekkel temetkezok municipalis tisztségvisel 6k vagy katonatisztek voltak.
Tanulmdnyomban az dsszecsukhato szék-mellékleteket inkabb a sirokba helyezett fiird§/tisztdlkod6 készletek se-
gitségével magyardztam, amelyek kulcsot jelentettek a probléma megolddsahoz. Az 6sszecsukhato székeket ugyanis
gyakran abrézoltak fiird6zéssel vagy a napi tisztdlkodassal kapcsolatos zsanerképeken, ahol fiirdélepedébe burkol6z6,
osszecsukhato széken 116 dominust vagy vallukon 6sszecsukott széket cipeld szolgdit latjuk. A fiird6kben tehat a sajat
hordozhat¢ székiikre iiltek azok, akik megengedhették maguknak e butordarabok birtoklasat. Tobb, jellemzéen a
kés6 romai korra keltezhetd jeleneten, mint példaul a Seuso-kincs llatszeres dobozdn, a szolgalolednyainak korében
ilyen széken tl a napi tisztalkoddsat és szépitkezését végz6 Grnd is. A vasszékek Britannidtol Thrakidig altaldban
olyan éslakos elithez kotheté gazdag sirokbol keriiltek el6, amelyeknek majd mindegyikében ott talalhatdk a fiird -
ben, illetve az ahhoz szorosan hozzatartoz6 sportolashoz és/vagy a napi tisztdlkoddsra hasznélt eszk6zok: példéul
az olajat tartalmaz¢é edény (ampulla olearia) és a strigilisek vagy kiillénb6z8 bronzedényekbdl ésszeallitott — kéz-,
arc-, ldbmosdsra hasznalt — mosdokészletek. Kiilonosen jellemzé ez a mellékletparositas az északkelet-pannoniai
arisztokratikus kocsitemetkezésekre, ahol tobb esetben azt is sikeriilt kimutatnom, hogy az instrumenta balnei és az
osszecsukhato vasszék a sirban — funkciondlisan 0sszefiiggd készletet alkotva — kozvetleniil egymads mellé keriiltek.
Mindebbél arra a végkovetkeztetésre jutottam, hogy az dsszecsukhato székeket a mindennapi életben feltehetdleg
igény szerint hasznaltik, de sirmellékletként specifikusan a fiird6 és/vagy a tisztdlkod6 készletek részét képezték.
Jelen tanulmany egyik célja, hogy tiz évvel a csdszarkori 6slakos elittemetkezések vasszék-mellékleteivel foglalko-
z6 cikkem megjelenése utin ismét attekintést adjak a téma kutatdsanak aktuélis alldsardl és problémairdl. Ebbe a
vizsgalatba nemcsak az elmult évtizedben szepulchrilis kontextusban talalt székeket és ezek régészeti kontextusat
vonom be, hanem a Magyar Nemzeti Muzeum gytjteményében taldlhat6, még kézoletlen harom 6sszecsukhato
vasszéket is. Kozilik kettd régebbi, de eddig félreértelmezett, erésen toredékes lelet, egy pedig a Régészeti Tar
tjabb szerzeménye.

1. Szomor-Somodorpuszta (Komarom-Esztergom varmegye), kocsisirbol (4. kép): A Szomor-somodorpusztai
kocsi vasalkatrészei kozé keveredve egy sszecsukhato vasszék egyik keretelemének a toredékét sikeriilt beazo-
nositani, amely bizonyitja, hogy a leletegyiittes eredetileg egy vasszéket is tartalmazott. Az 6sszecsukhatd vasszék
kereteleméhez tartozo toredéket az egyik széklib kozépsé és also része alkotja. A toredék méretei: h.: 37,8 cm,
sz.: 7,35 cm. A vasszékének legkozelebbi formai parhuzamai a szék vaskereteinél szélesebb als6 osszekotéelemmel
és talptavolsaggal rendelkezd vasszékek kozott keresheto.

2. Budakeszi, Széchenyi u. 104-106 (Pest virmegye), kocsisirbdl (6. kép): A sir 1999-ben lezajlott régészeti
kutatdsa sordn a vasszéknek mindéssze az egyik S alakd tdmasztékit talaltuk meg az emésztd tetején a sir bet6ltésébol
szarmazo, elteritett fold atvizsgélasakor. A timaszték méretei: ma.: 12,7 cm, sz.: 5,6 cm, v.: 1,2 cm. A téredék egy
rombusz keresztmetszetire kovacsolt S tdmasztéknak kicsit tobb mint a felét adja ki. Ez a toredék a tdmaszték
indaszertien visszakunkorodo felsé végébdl és a tamasztékot a székkerethez rogzité két egyenes 6sszekots elem
inditdsabol 4ll. A timasztékot valoszintileg nem egyetlen S alakban meghajlitott vaspélcabol készitették. El6szor a
fels6 indaspirélt alakitottak ki, amelynek az alsé végét egy hidat alkotva egybekovacsolték a kerettel. Ezt kovetéen
az als6 indaspirdlt hozzékovacsolték a fels6hoz, amely azt eredményezte, hogy az S alaku tdmaszték kozépso része
szogben enyhén megtort. Az osszecsukhato vasszék a budakeszi kocsisirban is egy fiird6 és/vagy tisztédlkodo készlet

részét képezte.
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3. Ismeretlen leldhelyrd], 4llitolag egy elpusztitott kocsisirbol (8—11.kép): A vasszéket 2014-ben ajandékoztak
a Magyar Nemzeti Muzeumnak. A szék szerkezete két, tobbszorosen tagolt téglalap alaku keretelembdl 4ll, ame-
lyeket a hosszabb szdruk kozepén egy-egy kerek fejii szegeccsel kotottek lazin egymashoz. Mindkét keret oldalso
labelemeinek kozépsé harmada egy 1épcsot alkotva kiugrik a keret sikjabol, azonos helyen és mértékben, ugy,
hogy 6sszecsukott dllapotban a két székkeret 6sszesimuljon. A bér lésfeliiletet tartd és a labakat feliil 6sszekotd
két kisebb vizszintes vaselemet egy-egy S alaku tdmaszték erésitette. A keret két fels6, rovidebb vizszintes tagjanak
mindkét végére egy-egy bronz diszgombot helyeztek, amelyeket raontéttek a szék vaselemeire. A gomba formaju
bronzgombok félgomb formaju teteje sugdririnyban mélyen és gazdagon gerezdelt. A vasszék dllitolag egy elpusz-
titott kocsisirbol szarmazik és bronzedényekkel, koztitk kézmosokészletet alkotd kancsoval és nyeles téllal egytitt
kerilt el6.

Az alabbi két dsszecsukhatd vasszék Gjabban el8keriilt (S.) vagy ujrakézolt (4.) kelet-pannoniai lelet (4-5).
Mindketté gazdag mellékletaddst hamvasztisos temetkezésbdl szarmazik.

4.Mursa (Osijek/Eszék, Horvétorszdg ), hamvasztasos sirb6l (12/7.kép): Colonia Aelia Mursa nyugati temetd-
jében 1966-ban egy olyan hamvasztisos temetkezést tartak fel, amely tobbek kozott egy osszecsukhat6 vasszék
toredékeit tartalmazta (189. sir). A vasszék elemei ugyancsak toredékesen, hidnyosan és deformalodva keriiltek
el6 a sirbol, amely arra utal, hogy a széket is a maglydra tehették. A székbdl az egyik oldaldnak labait és a keret
egyik vizszintes 6sszekoté rudjat lehetett rekonstrudlni. Méreteib6l ezért csak a szék magassaga mérhetd, amely
57,5 cmvolt. Abér iil6feliilet kifeszitésére szolgalo fels6 vizszintes rudak végeit rozettds bronzgombok, a két keretet
osszekapcsold szegecsek mindkét fejét ugyancsak rozettit abrazolé bronz szegecsfejek diszitették (dtm.: 4 cm).
Asirban a szék mellett toredékes bronzedények is voltak (12/1-6.kép), amelyek koziil egy kézmosé készlet korséja
és nyeles talja, egy bronz lemezkancso, és egy bronz olajos edény koncentrikus korokkel diszitett fedele biztosan
azonosithat6 (12/6.kép), de tovdbbi bronzedényeket feltételezd toredékek is talalhatok a mellékletek kozott.

5. Bély (Baranya virmegye), hamvasztasos sirbdl (13. kép): Bély kornyékén a pécsi Janus Pannonius Mtizeum
munkatarsai egy gazdag mellékletekkel ellitott hamvasztasos elittemetkezést tértak fel 2020 marciusdban, amely-
be egy 6sszecsukhat6 vasszéket is elhelyeztek. A még restaurdlatlan vasszéken fémberakds nyomai litszodnak.
A temetkezés tobb bronzedényének funkcioja és tipusa toredékes allapotuk miatt tévesen keriilt meghatdrozasra,
ezért ezeket érdemesnek litszik ebben a tanulményban gjravizsgalni. A bronzvodorként azonositott bronzedény-
toredékek valojiban egy nyomott gdmbtesti bronz olajos edényhez tartoztak (14/1-5. kép). Ennek az edénynek
a fedeleként azonosithato az a bronztirgy, amely a cikkben tévesen ,dobozszerkezetes korongfibulaként” hatdroz-
ték meg (14/2. kép). Mindezek alapjan kijelenthetd, hogy a halotti magly4ra helyezett, majd hianyosan sirba tett
fiirdskészlet egy gombtestii fedeles bronz olajosedénybél, legaldbb egy strigilisb8l (14 /6. kép) valamint egy Sssze-
csukhaté vasszékbél allt. A sirban talalt szobortorzé egy belebuijés kabétot (paenula cucullata) viseld alakot abrazol
(15.kép), aki egy genius cucullatus vagy Téleszphorosz lehet. A bdlyi lelet értelmezése kapcsén fontos kériilmény,
hogy szobraik temetkezésekbél is el6keriilnek, f6leg gyermekek sirjaibdl és siremlékeken is ugy abrézoltak éket,
mint a halott kiséréjét. Ez azzal magyardzhato, hogy a genius cucullatus /Téleszphorosz 6vo, bajelhdrité hatalma
nemcsak az ebben a vildgban élékre, hanem tulvildgra indul6kra is kiterjedt. Valoszintleg ez lehetett az oka annak,
hogy a bolyi sir elhunytjéval kiséroként és védelmezéként az istenség szobrat is eltemették.

A tanulményban kézolt, illetve targyalt székek a pannoniai elitsirokhoz kothetd leletek szamét dttel megnovelte,
amellyel szamuk az eddig ismert kilencrél tizennégyre emelkedett (1. tablazat). Harom vasszék kocsisirbol, ketté
pedig gazdag mellékletaddst hamvasztasos elittemetkezésb6l szarmazik. Az 6sszecsukhat6 vasszéket a bolyi sirban
egy aranygytir(, a Szomor-somodorpusztai, valamint a budakeszi sirokban pedig egy-egy gazdag szobrészati diszités-
sel rendelkezd utazdkocsi kisérte. Az aranygytriik és a diszes utazokocsik az elitstatusz latvanyos kifejez6i voltak.

A tanulmdny 6t ujabb 6sszecsukhato széklelet ismertetését is tartalmazza, amelyek mindegyike a galliai-germaniai
tartomanyokbdl és ott a helyi elitekhez kothets temetkezésekbol szarmazik. Koziilik négyben az 6sszecsukhato szék
a sirba tett fiird6 és/vagy tisztilkodo, szépitkezd készlet részét képezte. A legjelentésebb koziiliik az arnsburgi sir,
ahol a vasszék és a firdékészlethez tartozd strigilis egymassal érintkezve kertiilt el6, jelezve azonos készlethez valé
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tartozasukat. A harom ndi sirbol — az 6sszecsukhato vasszékeket tartalmazo6 néi sirokhoz hasonléan — hidnyoznak
a furdézéshez/sportoldshoz hasznalt teljes készletek, de jelen vannak a tisztdlkodds és a szépitkezés kellékei.

A tanulmény masik célja, hogy rovid attekintést adjon a nok dltal szépitkezés és/vagy tisztalkodds soran hasznalt
kiilsnboz8 széktipusokrél (féleg tamldsszékek és dsszecsukhat székek), amelyeket részben dbrazolasokrol, részben
sir- vagy kincsleletekbdl ismertink. A timldsszékek elsésorban a hdzon belili hasznélatra voltak alkalmasak, ahol
felallitasuk a hélészobaban vagy a maginfiirdében tortént. A simpelveldi szarkofdg reliefjén a tamlasszék helye
is kozvetlenil az agy mellett volt. Nagyobb méretiik és sulyuk miatt azonban nem volt praktikus a hazon kiviil,
nagyobb tdvolsdgra torténé mozgatasuk, ezért minden bizonnyal kertilték, hogy a tamlasszékeket a kozfirdébe is
magukkal vigyék. A székek vessz6fonatos kialakitdsa rdadasul kevésbé volt alkalmas a hivalkod¢ diszitésre, ezdltal
a gazdagsag és az elitstitusz kifejezésére.

A késé romai korban az 6sszecsukhat6 székek és az tirné napi tisztilkoddsa, szépitkezése kozotti kapcesolatot
sokaig csak képi forrdsok bizonyitottak. A sidi-hribi fiirdémozaik (28. kép), az esquilinusi-kincs in. Proiecta l4déja
(29.kép) vagy a Seuso-kincsillatszeres doboza (30. kép) azonos képi megfogalmazésban abrazolta az irnét, ahogy
osszecsukhatd székén iilve, szolgalélanyaikkal és fiirdSkészletiik eziisttargyaival (argentum balneare) kériilvéve
napi tisztalkodasdt, szépitkezését végzi. Az elit nagyasszonyairdl ezt a képet kozvetitették az egyhazatyak, koztitk
Alexandriai Kelemen is (kb. Kr. u. 150-211/217 kézétt), aki Paidagogosz cim mtivében - elitélve a fiirdkben
vagyonukkal kérkedé urnéket — kiilon is megemliti a luxusszékeket: ,aranyozott, eziistszegekkel kivert székek, ivdsra,
étkezésre, fiirdShoz elokészitett arany és eziisttdrgyak tomkelege ... ” (ford. Téth Vencel). Az emlitett harom jelenetben
az Osszecsukhato székek parnaval ellatott, diszes il6alkalmatossédgok voltak, amelyek lancokkal rogzitett hattamlék-
kal rendelkeztek. 2013-ban Riilzheimben egy kora népvéndorlaskori kincslelet talaltak, amely egy eziistboritassal
ellatott vasszék darabjait is tartalmazta. A szék kozelmultban rekonstrudlt szerkezete és megjelenése megfelel a
szépitkezd arndk altal hasznalt, képi dbrézolasokrdl ismert hattdmlds sszecsukhato széktipusanak (31. kép). Az
osszecsukhato székek elénye, hogy — a fa vagy vessz6fonatos tamlasszékekkel szemben — kisebb méretiiek, kon-
nyen széllithatok és barhol felllithatok voltak. Bér az urnék otthon, sajat hdzuk vagy privét firdéjiik falai kozott
is hasznalhattak, ha kozfirdébe mentek, valdszinileg az 6sszecsukhat6 széket vitték magukkal. Mindez arra utal,
hogy a késé okorban a nagyasszonyok éltal a haszndlt székeknek létezett egy gazdagon diszitett, luxuskategoridju
véltozata, amelyek ugy néztek ki, mintha nemesfémbol készitették volna 6ket. Ezek a székek a fiird6zéshez hasznalt
eziistkészletek (argentum balneare) részét képezték. Az elékeld nék szamadra a kdzfiirdok kindlték azt a helyszint,
kornyezetet és kozonséget, ahol gazdagsagukat és tarsadalmi stituszukat megmutathattdk. Képi és irott forrasaink
alapjdn ezt a lehetdséget az elit ndtagjai — sokszor hivalkododan és teatrdlisan — ki is hasznaltik: nagy felhajtdssal,
sok szolgdval és eziistedénnyel jartak a firdékbe, ahol aranyozott eziistszéken iilve uraltik kornyezetiiket.



