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ABSTRACT | The excavations at the site of Kdbanya have brought to light two pit-houses (Pit A and a “pit
dwelling”), a refuse pit, and three sections of wall built without mortar, so far. Nevertheless, their relationship
to one another, their exact structure, and their function cannot be established. The reason for the presence of
roof tiles and stones covered with mortar in the early Roman layer could not be explained, either. The excavated
pit-houses are located at a distance of about 40 m from each other. Based on the pieces of clay with imprints
of branches and reeds discovered in their fill and surroundings, they had wattle-and-daub walls above the
ground. The area between the pit-houses is little investigated, so we have no evidence of the structure of the
settlement. The earliest find from the site is a piece of terra sigillata dated to the Claudian—Flavian period.
Similar to other second-century settlements of the region, most of the vessels discovered here were painted
pots made of yellow clay. The shape of the artefacts follows a Celtic tradition, but their decoration already
shows Roman tastes. In addition to the civilian population, the presence of soldiers is indicated by the pilum,
the arrowhead, and perhaps the pickaxe found at the site. The discovery of Samian ware dating to the first half/
middle third of the third-century raises an intriguing question because the other types of pottery (thin-walled
beakers, three-legged bowls, Pannonian slipped and stamped vessels) suggest a settlement that existed from the
late first or early second-century to the Marcomannic Wars. It is plausible that a few decades after the civilian
population abandoned the border zone, an outpost or perhaps a small Roman settlement was established in the
area. It may have been contemporaneous with the settlement of Lepence found 1 km away, which flourished in
the Severan era. Further research would definitely be necessary in this area because the information available
is limited and raises lots of questions.’

KEYWORDS | Visegrad-Kdbanya, Late Celtic period, Early Roman period, surviving settlement, Romanization

The present study is a revised English-language version of Boruzs 2020, 168-18S. For the translation, I am indebted to

Magdolna Szilagyi.
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A Kr. u. 1. és 2. szazadra datalt telepiilésmaradvanyok
Visegrad-Kobanya teriiletén

Absztrakt | A kdbanyai késd romai ortorony (Burgus Solva 24) — részben épitési feliratanak koszonhetden
— kozismert a korszakkal foglalkozo kutatok szamara, de a lelohely kora csaszarkori periddusat csupan rovid
emlitések érintették eddig. A kobanyai korai telepiilés létérdl kis feliiletd feltarasok taniskodnak, amelyeket
1955 és 1960 kozott Soproni Sandor vezetett. Ennek soran két foldbe mélyitett lakogddor (,A” godor és ,lako-
godor”), egy szemétgddor és harom, habarcsos kotdanyag nélkiili falszakasz (,szarazfal”) keriilt napvilagra,
de ezek egymashoz valo viszonya, pontos kialakitasa és funkcioja nem allapithatd meg. A kora romai rétegben
lévd habarcsos kovek és tetdfedd téglak jelenlétének oka sem tisztazott egyeldre. A feltart godorhazak mintegy
40 m tavolsagra helyezkednek el egymastdl, a betdltésiikben és a kornyezetiikben talalt ag- és nadszallenyo-
matos paticsdarabok alapjan felmend falukat tapasztott sovény alkotta. A godorhazak kozott lévo teriilet alig
kutatott, igy a telepiilés szerkezetére nincs adatunk. A leletanyag legkorabbi darabja a Claudius—Flavius-kori
terra sigillata, az edények tobbsége a térség Kr. u. 2. szazadi telepiiléseihez hasonldan a sarga anyagu, festett
fazekak koziil keriilt ki. A targyak formaja kelta hagyomanyt, a diszités mar romai izlést mutat. A polgari
lakossag mellett a katonasag jelenlétére utal a pilum és a nyilhegy. Erdekes kérdést vet fel a Kr. u. 3. szazad
elso felére/kozépsd harmadara keltezhetd terra sigillatdk jelenléte, mert a tobbi edénytipus (vékonyfalu csé-
sze, haromlabu tal, pannoniai bevonatos és pecsételt edények) alapjan egy a Kr. u. 1. szazad végétol/a Kr. u.
2. szazad elejétol a markomann habordkig létezo telepiilés képe rajzolddik ki. Elképzelhetd, hogy a hatarzonat
elhagyo polgari lakossag teriiletén néhany évtizeddel késobb megfigyeldpont, esetleg kisebb romai telepiilés
is létrejott, amely a kb. 1 km-re [évd, a Severus-korban viragzo lepencei telepiiléssel lehetett egykord. Ezen
a teriileten mindenképpen kivanatos lenne tovabbi kutatast végezni, mert a rendelkezésre allo informacio
csekely, és szamos kérdést vet fel.

KULCSSZAVAK | Visegrad-Kdobanya, késo kelta kor, kora romai kor, tovabbéld telepiilés, romanizacio



Settlement Remains in the Territory of Visegrad-Kobanya Dated to the First and Second Centuries AD

Introduction

The late Roman watchtower in K8bénya (Burgus Solva
24) (ID 59410)*is widely known among researchers of
the period, partly due to its building inscription, but the
early imperial period of the site has only been referred
to briefly so far (Fig. 1). The existence of the early set-
tlement in Kébénya is indicated by some minor excava-
tions led by Sandor Soproni between 1955 and 1960.%
In the two cuttings and the two one-metre-wide test

trenches, he observed a rubbish pit, the parts of two
sunken-floor huts, as well as several stone walls laid
without any binding material, which belonged to
the approximately 40 cm thick early Roman layer
(Fig.2). Stray finds suggesting the presence of Romans
are also known from the range ofhills found to the east
of Kébanya. The owner of one of the fields discovered
worn bronze coins and some ceramic fragments. Ad-
ditionally, hikers submitted a coin of Vespasian from
the hillside where the stream Malom-patak is found.

Jelkules / Symbols
@ - drtorony [
watchtower
A - telepilés, villa /
settlement, villa
X - sir, lemetd
burial, cemetery
B - tibor / camp

Fig. 1. Sites of the early and middle imperial periods in the Danube Bend with the area of Visegrdd, Kébdnya highlighted
(drawing by Katalin Boruzs after Soproni 1978, Taf. 1); green: first/second-century sites; black: second/third—centu-
ry sites; sites/lel6helyek: 1-5, 34: Esztergom; 6-9: Pilismarét; 10: Domos-Tofenék-diilé; 11-13: Visegrad, Lepence;
14: Visegrad-Kébdnya; 15-16: Visegrad-Vérkert; 17: Visegrad-Kisvillim; 18-20: Tahit6tfalu; 21-22: Leanyfalu; 23-29,
31: Szentendre; 30, 32: Poméz; 33: Pilisszentldszl6; 3S: Visegrdd-Gizellamajor

1. kép. A Dunakanyar kora és kozépsé csiszarkori lel6helyei, kiemelve Visegrad, Kébanya térsége (rajz: Soproni 1978,
Taf. 1 alapjén Boruzs Katalin); zold: 1-2. szdzadi lel8helyek; fekete: 2-3. szdzadi lel6helyek

2 SoPrONI 1978, 51-55 and Taf. 54-60; Visy 2003, 51.

3 Repository of Matyds Kiraly Muzeum 1955. 83-86, 1960. 27, 1960. 29, 1960. 30.
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Fig.2. Summary map of the excavations conducted in the territory of Visegrdd-Kébanya (drawing by Katalin Boruzs after

the survey carried out by J. Hock)

2.kép. AVisegrad-K8bdnya teriiletén végzett kutatdsok 8sszesitd térképe (rajz: Hock J. felmérése alapjén Boruzs Katalin)

Features connected to the
settlement

Pit No. 1 (Fig. 3-5)

Round refuse pit, 1 m in diameter. Itis 40 cm deep and
has a trough-shaped bottom laid with stones. The fill of
the pit contained shards of ceramic vessels (grey cook-
ing pots, storage vessels, pots and jars of natural colour
and painted red, as well as one fragment of a stamped
bowl), the bones of a hen, shells, charcoal, and a few
large pieces of daub. One of the 4 cm thick pieces of
daub thatis smoothed on one side preserved the imprint
of branches and reeds on the other side. The surround-
ing layer yielded an iron pickaxe, a whetstone made of
sandstone, while the gravelled area of the stream bed
contained an arrowhead (Fig. 8).

Pit A and a post-hole (Fig. 7)

The curved-sided pit with dark brown and black fill
containing ashes could be observed only at a section of
120-150 cm. It was 45 cm deep from the level of detec-
tion and contained stones of irregular shape. There must
have been a thin grey layer of mud (perhaps plastering)
on the sides and bottom of the pit. Ata distance 0of40 cm
from the pit, there wasa 13 cm deep posthole 20 cm in

diameter, which contained no artefacts. The 40 cm thick
early Roman layer above Pit A yielded an intact andesite
quern stone (Fig. 6), a large storage vessel decorated
with a bundle of wavy lines, a thin-walled pottery frag-
ment with barbotine decoration, an iron horse bit, and
iron pilum tip, stones with mortar, and brick fragments
(Fig. 9. 5-14). At a depth of 190 cm, roughly at the
level where the pit could be detected, there was a worn
bronze coin of Tiberius (AD 14-37). From the pit, the
fragments of an ornate Pannonian stamped pot with
arosette and a North Italian terra sigillata bowl came
to light (Fig. 9. 1-4). Sandor Soproni hypothetically
identified it as the remnant of a semi-subterranean pit
dwelling. The stones and brick fragments with some
mortar on them discovered in the layer above it raise
the possibility of construction in stone, but its character
and relationship with Pit A cannot be determined.

“Pit dwelling” (Fig. 10)

A 230 cm long feature with curved sides and a flat bot-
tom (Fig. 10. 8). Its dark brown fill containing charcoal
can be easily distinguished from the surrounding brown
and light brown layer containing finds dated to the first
and second centuries. The south-western half is shal-
lower, 30-40 cm deep, while the north-eastern half is
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Fig. 3. Ground-plan of the test trench excavated in
0 m P January 1955 (drawing by Eva Molnér)

g 3. kép. Az 1955 janudrjaban huzott szonda alap-
rajza (rajz: Molnér Eva)

©
1. dskori sir , e
/ prehistoric 1. romai godor

grave No. 1. / roman pit No. 1.

@ 2. oskort sir /
prehistoric grave No. 2.

Fig. 4. Photograph of the northern section wall
of the test trench excavated in 1955 with the layers
indicated; 1: topsoil; 2: clayey alluvium; 3: black
humus with stones and Roman ceramics; 4: subsoil,
stream alluvium

4. kép. Az 1955 janudrjiban nyitott szonda észa-
ki metszetfalanak fotoja a rétegek jelolésével; 1:
felszini humusz; 2: agyagos hordalék; 3: fekete
humusz kovekkel és romai keramidval; 4: altalaj,
patakhordalék

Fig. 5. Drawing of the western section wall of the test trench excavated in 1955 with the layers indicated; 1: modern backfill;
2: calcareous debris; 3: clayey alluvium; 4: brown clay; S: gravel; 6: gravel and pebbles; 7: stream backfill; 8: roman black
humus; 9: disturbed humus; 10: subsoil

S.kép. Az 1955 janudrjéban nyitott szonda nyugati metszetfalanak rajza a rétegek jel6lésével; 1: jkori feltoltés; 2: meszes
tormelék; 3: agyagos hordalék; 4: barna agyag; 5: séder; 6: séder és kavics; 7: patakfeltoltés; 8: romai kori fekete humusz;
9: bolygatott humusz; 10: altalaj
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Fig. 6. The western section wall of Trench No. 6 with an
intact quern stone
6.kép. A 6. arok nyugati metszetfala az ép 6rl6kovel

—_—

P

Fig. 7. The ground-plan of Trench No. 6; 1: quern stone;
2:horse bit; 3: pilum; 4: fragments of storage vessels; S: the
coin of Tiberius; (drawing by Eva Molnér)

7.kép. A 6. arok alaprajza; 1: 6rl6k6; 2: zabla; 3: pilum; 4:
hombértoredékek; S: Tiberius érméje (rajz: Molnar Eva)

40-50 cm deep. An oven may have been attached to
the north-eastern side of the pit. It could be observed
25 cm below the fourth-century trodden surface, at
the same level as the mark of the pit-house. The top of
this hard, argillaceous, red burnt feature is horizontal.
Its north-eastern part is 6—7 cm thick and gets thinner
towards the south-west, and then continues in a black,
roughly horizontal layer. Pieces of daub with the im-
prints of reeds, branches, and twigs discovered around
the “pit dwelling” suggest that it must have had plas-
tered walls.* Around the feature, the number of Roman
finds dated to the second and third centuries is higher
(Fig. 13-14). Two stamped bricks,® a piece of Samian
ware with a stamped bottom, and the fragment of a glass
beaker came to light from it.

“Dry-laid walls”

In the test trenches dug in the area of the late Roman
watchtower, three sections of wall could be observed,
which were built of medium-sized stones without mortar.

Wall section No. 1 (Fig. 11)

It is a feature laid of stone in an east-west direction. It
is observed 60-90 cm below the fourth-century trod-
den surface. The northern part of the stones placed in
several layers on top of each other formed a roughly
straight line in the brownish soil rich in humus. The
southern part of the wall collapsed and could not be
clearly observed. This wall section could have been 80
to 100 cm wide. Along the northern edge, there is a
2-3 cm thick layer of charcoal at a length of 30 cm.
The test trench dug transversally across the wall yielded
prehistoric pottery shards. Under the wall, the frag-
ments of an animal skull and prehistoric pottery vessels
were discovered.

Wall section No. 2 (Fig. 12)

A stone wall laid in clay approximately parallel to the
south-east wall of the watchtower, at a distance of 45—
55 cm from it. It has a width of 100 cm, and a height of

4 The diameter of the imprints is between 0.4 and 1.3-1.8 cm. Additionally, the impression of an approximately 10 cm wide
wooden plank has also been preserved. The amount of the collected daub is not enough for determining the exact structure,
and even the pieces of daub with plant imprints do not always allow us to make deductions about the exact construction of

the walls (TiMAR 2011, 299).

5 'They cannot be more precisely identified: SOPRONT 1978, 54, Taf. 58.12.
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Fig. 8. Finds from the test trench excavated in 1955; 1: iron pickaxe; 2: iron arrowhead; 3-6: painted vessels
made ofyellow clay; 7-9: light grey vessels with a burnished surface; 10-11: grey domestic pottery; 12: fragment
of a bowl with stamped decoration (drawing by Eva Molndr)

8. kép. Az 1955 janudrjéban nyitott szonda teriiletérdl szarmazo leletanyag; 1: vascsakdny; 2: vas nyilhegy;
3-6: sdrga agyagu festett edények; 7-9: vildgossziirke, simitott feliilletd edények; 10-11: sziirke hdzikerdmia;
12: bepecsételt diszi tal toredéke (rajz: Molndr Eva)
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Fig. 9. 1-4 Pottery shards from the assemblage of Pit A; 5-14: finds from the early Roman layer of Trench No. 6
(drawing by Eva Molnér)
9. kép. 1-4: kerdmiatoredékek az ,,A” godor leletanyagabodl; 5—14: a 6. drok kora romai rétegébdl szdrmazo lelet-
anyag (rajz: Molnar Eva)
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Fig. 10. The western section wall of test trench XV/A; 1: modern topsoil; 2: wall debris (stone, mortar); 3: brick, stone,
mortar; 4: brown humus with early Roman ceramics; 5: light clay; 6: brown humus mixed with light clay; 7: brown humus
with prehistoric pottery; 8: “pit dwelling”; 9: wall section No. 1 (drawing by Katalin Boruzs)

10. kép. A XV/A kutatéarok nyugati metszetfala; 1: tjkori humusz; 2: falomladék (ké, habarcs); 3: tégla, ké, habarcs;
4: barna humusz kora rémai kerdmidval; 5: vilagos agyag; 6: viligos agyagos barna humusz; 7: barna humusz éskori kerdmidval;

8: ,lakégddér”; 9: 1. falszakasz (rajz: Boruzs Katalin)

Fig. 11. Surface drawing of wall section No. 1
(drawing by Eva Molnar)
11.kép. Az 1. falszakasz felszinrajza (rajz: Molnar Fva)

about 70 cm. Its lowermost row of stones was 90 cm
below the fourth-century trodden surface.

Wall section No. 3
It is a strongly dilapidated feature, some of its stones
are missing. It runs roughly parallel to wall section No.
2, about 3.5 m to the south-east of it. It is 70 cm wide.
Brown humus can be observed between the stones.
On the north-western side, at a depth of 45 cm, there
is a more or less horizontal, heavily degraded trodden
surface (a thin layer of gravel). Above this, there is alayer
of debris of small stones.

The interpretation of the features and the exact
identification of their function are still uncertain. The
construction technique and width of the wall sections

Fig. 12. Surface drawing of wall section No. 2
(drawing by Eva Molnar)
12.kép. A2.falszakasz felszinrajza (rajz: Molnar Eva)

differ from those observed at other sites in Visegrad
(Lepence, Varkert) and the features of settlements lo-
cated in the wider region (Budaors, Obuda).®

Finds discovered at the settlement
Pottery

Terrassigillata.” Nine items can be linked to the early
period of the Kébdnya site. The earliest item is the frag-
ment of abowl (Conspectus form 20) made in Northern
Italy in the Claudian—Flavian period. It comes from the
fill of Pit A. What makes this piece significantis that no
other fragment of the same age is known from the terri-
tory of Visegrdd. The fragment of the vessel produced in
Central Gaul in the Antonine period came from the fill

6 OTtromANYI 2012, 76-80; Boruzs 2020, 34-38, 62, 195-197.

7 The terra sigillata fragments were identified by Dénes Gabler.
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Fig. 13. Types of pottery vessels found in the vicinity of the pit-house; 1-4, 6-7: storage vessels and cooking pots; S: grater
bowl (mortarium); 8-9: small Pannonian bowls with slip; 10-11: stamped bowls (drawing by Eva Molnér)
13.kép. Alakdégodor kornyékén talalt edénytipusok; 1-4, 6-7: hombarok, fazekak; S: dorzstl; 8-9: pannoniai bevonatos

talkak; 10-11: bepecsételt talak (rajz: Molnér Eva)

of the fossa belonging to the late Roman watchtower. In
the fill, it was mixed with fourth-century pottery shards.
The other fragments of Samian ware (7 pcs), which
belonged to Drag form 37 bowls with one exception,
were discovered in the early Roman layer, in the vicin-
ity of the pit dwelling. In terms of place of production,
they are fragments of Rheinzabern (3 pcs), Westdorf/
Pfaffenhofen (2 pcs), and Pfaffenhofen (2 pcs) vessels.
They were made in the late Antonine—Severan period
and the first half of the third-century, so they can be
compared to the material of the nearby Lepence site®
that flourished in the Severan era.

Thin-walled vessels. This type of vessel was import-
ed from Northern Italy (mainly from the Eastern Po

Region) into Pannonia from the Claudian era to the
period of Hadrian. However, in parallel with that, their
local production is also attested in Emona, Sirmium,
Carnuntum, and Mursella from the second half of the
first-century to the Severan era.’ Its items were discov-
ered primarily along the Amber Road and the limes,
suggesting that its appearance may be associated with
the spread of Roman culture.”® Two types of it occur
in the settlement of K6bénya: those with black and
red slip. The Italian beakers with light grey material
and black slip, decorated with leaves, tendrils, berries,
and rouletting (Fig. 9. 7) were used in Pannonia main-
ly in the periods of Trajan and Hadrian."" The folded
beakers (Faltenbecher) with red material and matte
reddish-brown painting (Fig. 9. 6) show the features

8 GABLER 2016. The earliest piece of terra sigillata discovered at the Lepence site is also an Antonine-period item from Central Gaul.
9 GABLER 1990, 187; FENYES 2003, 7-8; KELEMEN-MERCZ1 2019, 112-114.

10 Szo6NY1 1972, 24.
11 BonNis 1942, 20, PL. XX. 60.



Settlement Remains in the Territory of Visegrad-Kobanya Dated to the First and Second Centuries AD

of provincial vessels. Based on the shape of their rims,
they must have been made in the middle third of the
second-century.'?

Vessels made of yellow clay with or without
paint. The vast majority of the finds discovered at the
site were vessels made of yellow clay and most of them
were painted red. Their decoration included painted
stripes, incised straight and wavy lines, furrow-stitch
patterns, and, less often, marbling. In terms of shape,
they are mainly pots and storage vessels. Additionally,
jars, vase-shaped vessels without handles, and deep
bowls were found among the ceramics (Fig. 8. 3-6,
Fig.9.2,5,9-11, Fig. 13.1-7, Fig. 14. 1-7, 10-15).
Ina group of pots with a smaller diameter and evert-
ed rim, the paint could be observed only at the top of
the rim, occasionally with running down on the outside
orinside (Fig. 14.4-5). Most of these pots are painted
completely on the outside, while inside they were only
painted on the rim (Fig. 8. 6). Another group of this
type of vessel was the egg-shaped pot with a ribbed
rim and striped painting starting below the shoulder
(Fig. 13. 3). It is probable that the rouletted side frag-
ments with red paint found in the assemblage, which
cannot be identified more precisely in terms of their
form, also belonged to this group. One of the produc-
tion centres of vessels with incised and furrow-stitch
decoration following Celtic pottery forms and Roman
technique was located in Brigetio. Their heyday spanned
from the age of Hadrian to the mid-third-century."
Similar items to the jars found in K6banya bearing red-
dish-brown and metallic paint, as well as their unpainted
versions, were widely used and also emerged among
finds discovered near Esztergom and in Aquincum."
There are also two types of bowls that only have
analogues among finds discovered near Esztergom and
they are less common in the archaeological material of
settlements in North-Eastern Pannonia (e.g. Brigetio,

12 KELEMEN-MERCZ1 2019, 115-116.

13 BOnIs 1970, 71-85; DELBG 2020, 270, Fig. 5.1.

14 KeLEMEN 2012, 81; KELEMEN-MERCZI 2019, 126-128.
15 KeLeMEN-MEgRrczi 2019, 120, 123, Kat. 47., 69.

16 KeLEMEN-MERCZ12019, 116.

Péity, Budaors). In the case of bowls with a bevelled
rim (Fig. 14. 10-11) and a broken S shape (or angu-
lar shoulder, Fig. 14. 15), we can also assume that the
object type was produced in Esztergom or Tokod."
Both types were painted in part. Deep bowls imitating
Drag form 37, made in local workshops are common
among the finds of settlements dated to the second and
third centuries. They had red, orange-red, or metallic
paint (Fig. 14. 12-13) both inside and outside, and
were sometimes decorated with furrow-stitch motifs in
aband below the rim. Marble painting originating from
the Rhineland is much rarer. It was widely used in the
first and second centuries for the decoration of pottery
but still existed in the third-century.'® At the Kébénya
site, a bowl with ahorizontally everting rim and a curved
side had streaked marbling on the rim (Fig. 14. 14).
The presence of Roman tastes is reflected by the
fragments of grater bowls (mortaria) in natural colour
having a worn surface (Fig. 13. 5). However, they do
not help date the archaeological material more closely.

Pannonian slipped pottery. At the Kébanya site,
there are several variations of slipped vessels, which
emerged in territories inhabited by the Celts as early
as the late first-century, but which had their heyday
mainly in the second-century. They imitate small bowls
of Drag forms 35-36 (Fig. 13. 8-9) and deeper bowls
called Patka Type, which were most widely used in the
first half of the second-century.'” Based on its materi-
al, the fragment of a black-slipped horizontal rim also
belongs here.

The fragments of stamped vessels (4 pcs) are dec-
orated with typical East Pannonian motifs (Fig. 8. 12,
Fig. 9. 1, Fig. 13. 10-11). All of them imitate Drag
form 37 and might have been produced in Aquincum
(at the so-called Gas Factory pottery workshop) or in
Légymanyos.'* The piece with light orange slip and leaf
motifs can be dated to the Antonine period."

17 DELBO 2016, 402; the production of the latter is evidenced to the age of Antoninus Pius in Aquincum: OTTOMANYI 2007,

148.
18 Nagy2017,28-32.
19 MAROTI 2004, Kat. 23.1-23.4.
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Fig. 14. Types of ceramic vessels found in the vicinity of the pit-house; 1-7: jars and cooking pots; 8: light grey
vessel; 9: hand-made cooking pot; 10-15: dishes; 16-18: grey domestic ware bowl and cooking pots (drawing
by Eva Molnar)

14. kép. A lak6godor kornyékén taldlt edénytipusok; 1-7: korsok és fazekak; 8: vildgossziirke edény; 9: kézzel
formalt fazék; 10-15: talak; 16-18: sziirke hazikerdmia tdl és fazekak (rajz: Molndr Eva)
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Grey vessels. Most of the pottery shards belonging
to this group can be associated with large light grey
vessels with well-levigated material and a burnished
surface. They comprise several types of vessels made
of yellow clay, including pots with an everting rim and
a ribbed rim. A burnished wavy line on the shoulder,
a typical decorative motif of the late Celtic period,
can be observed on many of these vessels (Fig. 8. 7-9,
Fig. 9. 4, 8, Fig. 14. 8).

There are only a few grey or dark grey domestic
pottery vessels with coarse material among the finds.
They mainly belong to the types used throughout the
Roman period. Most of the fragments can be associated
with cooking pots, and there are also some dishes with
ahorizontal rim and an upstanding (flange) rim, as well
as some small globular cups. The sides of the partially
hand-formed storage vessels bear chessboard-like comb
decoration and their ribbed rim protrudes horizontally
(Fig. 8.10-11, Fig. 14. 16-18).

Within domestic ware, special mention should be
made of the base and rim fragments of three-legged
vessels (Fig. 9. 3). A rim and a base fragment came to
light from an early layer of Trench 6, and another piece
of rim was found in Pit A. This cooking ware of Italian
origin was brought to the provinces by the Roman army.
In Pannonia, they appear in assemblages dated to the
first and second centuries.”®* Most of their analogues
are known from Carnuntum. In Budaérs, sunken-floor
housesv/90 and v/90abordered partly with stone walls
yielded suchitems.*' Vessels with a curved, ribbed upper
part — similar to the bowl from Kébanya — are more
common in the territory of Noricum. They were wide-
ly used in Pannonia from the reign of Claudius to the
middle of the second-century.**

Hand-made vessels. Few pots were made without
pottery wheels and only one of them was decorated.
Pieces similar to the fragment bearing an applied band
decorated with finger-tip impressions (Fig. 14.9) most

20 BONIs 1942,24-25; GABLER 1998, 264.

21 OT1romMANYI 2012, 242.

22 KEeLEMEN-MERCZI1 2019, 133.

23 HorvATH 1998, 70; HORVATH 2007, 309, 322, Type VL.
24 My thanks go to Istvan Vida for the determination.

25 Typology and analogues: RUPNIK 2014, 196.

often appear among pieces of cooking ware with a short
everting rim discovered in the vicinity of Esztergom,
which can be connected to the late Celtic and early
Roman periods.”

Metal items

Coins.”* The excavation brought to light two bronze
coins. Trajan’s coin minted in Rome in AD 101-102
was found above the fourth-century floor level, yet in
a feature that also cut the lower layer. The rather worn
coin of Tiberius comes from the early Roman layer
(Trench 6). According to the observations made, the
first-century coins were in use for a very long time, up
to the mid-second-century.

Household tools and utensils. A single bronze ar-
tefact, the fragment of a small bent rod was discovered
(Fig. 9. 12). Its function is uncertain. Three tools used
in everyday life were among the finds. The 49 cm long
pickaxe, which came to light in a good condition, rep-
resents a type that was in use for a long time (Fig. 8. 1).
Its cutting edge is curved and widens outwards. It has
an open socket, a shaft with a square cross-section,
and a pointed end. Pickaxes can be associated with
both farming and mining work. However, wide-blad-
ed types could be more effectively used in the former
field: for breaking up hard soil, turning out tree roots,
or making ditches.”® The discovered knife and the bri-
dle-bit with side-rings and a hinged mouthpiece (Fig.
9.13) represent common types used throughout the
Roman period.

Weapons. The 58 cmlongpilumwithashaft (Fig.9.14)
and the tanged arrowhead with an almost round cross-
section (Fig. 8.2) are types of weapons that existed for
alongtime. Itis, therefore, not possible to connect their
use to a shorter period.
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Domesticrefuse.”® The amount of food waste discov-
ered at the site is relatively small (94 pcs), so it does not
allow us to draw far-reaching conclusions. The majority
ofthe examined animal bones come from an early layer.
We were only able to isolate the material of the Pit 1.
It contained 18 bones of a young hen (Gallus gallus
domesticus L. 1758).

For the population living here, the main source of
meat was the domestic pig (Sus domesticus Erxl.1777,
35%) followed by cattle (Bos taurus L. 1758, 22.5%)
and the group of small ruminants (Caprinae Gray 1852,
9.6%). In addition to the hen, the bones of a goose (Ans-
er anser domesticus L. 1758, 3 pcs) show the consump-

tion of poultry (22.5%). Although in a small amount,
hunted animals (red deer Cervus elaphus L. 1758 and
wild boar Sus scrofa L. 1758, 3.2%) can also be identi-
fied among the finds. Horses (Equus caballus L. 1758,
4 pcs) and dogs (Canis familiaris L. 1758, 2 pcs) were
not kept for their meat, so their bones were generally
not thrown into the refuse pits and only a few of them
appear at settlements.

Megan Crawford’s analysis of animal bones discov-
ered at Lepence®” had a similar result, so her finding
that the natural geographical conditions considerably
affect the breeds of farmed animals also apply to the
Kébanya site.

26 Based on the Archaeological Inventory of Animal Bones 60.14.1-2, 62.3.18-19, 62.3.32-34, 60.15.1-51, 60.15.62—63. The

bones were identified by Séndor Bokonyi.
27 CRAWFORD 2012.
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A Kr. u. 1. és 2. szazadra datalt telepiilésmaradvanyok Visegrad-Kobanya
teriiletén

A kébanyai késd rémai Srtorony (Burgus Solva 24) — részben épitési feliratdnak kdszonhetéen — kdzismert a kor-
szakkal foglalkozo kutaték szdmdra, de a lel6hely kora csészarkori periodusat csupan rovid emlitések érintették
eddig. A kébanyai korai telepiilés 1étérél kis felileti feltardsok tanuskodnak, amelyeket 1955 és 1960 kozott Sop-
roni Sandor vezetett. Ennek sordn két foldbe mélyitett lakogodor (,A” godor és ,lakégoddr”), egy szemétgddor és
harom, habarcsos kétéanyag nélkiili falszakasz (,szarazfal”) keriilt napvilagra, de ezek egymashoz valé viszonya,
pontos kialakitdsa és funkcidja nem dllapithaté meg. A kora rémai rétegben 1évé habarcsos kovek és tetéfedd
téglak jelenlétének oka sem tisztazott egyelére. A feltirt godorhazak mintegy 40 m tavolségra helyezkednek el
egymastol, a betoltésiikben és a kornyezetiikben taldlt 4g- és nadszallenyomatos paticsdarabok alapjin felmené
falukat tapasztott sovény alkotta. A godorhazak kozott 1év6 teriilet alig kutatott, igy a telepiilés szerkezetére nincs
adatunk. A leletanyag legkordbbi darabja a Claudius—Flavius-kori terra sigillata, az edények tobbsége a térség
Kr. u. 2. szézadi telepiiléseihez hasonl6an a sdrga anyagu, festett fazekak koziil kerilt ki. A targyak formaja kelta
hagyomanyt, a diszités mar romai izlést mutat. A polgari lakossig mellett a katonasdg jelenlétére utal a pilum és a
nyilhegy. Erdekes kérdést vet fel a Kr. u. 3. szdzad elsé felére /kozépsd harmadéra keltezhetd terra sigillatdk jelenléte,
mert a tdbbi edénytipus (vékonyfalt csésze, haromléb tdl, pannoniai bevonatos és pecsételt edények) alapjan egy,
aKr. u. 1. szdzad végétdl, illetve a Kr. u. 2. szdzad elejétél a markomann héborukig létezé telepiilés képe rajzolodik
ki. Elképzelhet6, hogy a hatdrzénét elhagyo polgari lakossag teriiletén néhdny évtizeddel késébb megfigyeldpont,
esetleg kisebb romai telepiilés is 1étrejott, amely a kb. 1 km-re 1év6, a Severus-korban virdgzo lepencei telepiiléssel
lehetett egykoru. Ezen a teriileten mindenképpen kivanatos lenne tovébbi kutatdst végezni, mert a rendelkezésre
4ll6 informdcio csekély és szamos kérdést vet fel.



