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Early Copper Age Graves from Polgar-Nagy-Kasziba

ESZTER SOLNAY

Institute of Archaeological Sciences
Eotvés Lorand University

eszter.solnay@gmail.com

Abstract

Four Early Copper Age graves were excavated at Polgar-Nagy-Kasziba; two young children, and two adults
— the latter including an elderly man and a woman. They all belong to the so-called Tiszapolgar culture.
Thanks to numerous examinations — meaning anthropology, pathology or AMS dating —, much information
were revealed about the four individuals, but they were never completely published. This paper analyses in
details the whole grave cluster compared to the other graves from the Tiszapolgar culture, especially at the
Polgar region. As a result, the personal biographies of the four individuals were created. However, it seems
that all the four deceased were connected to high prestige in some way because of their age, gender, kinship
or personal achievements.

Introduction

In this article, I present the Early Copper Age graves from Polgar-Nagy-Kasziba excavated in
1996 during the rescue excavation on the motorway M3. They were presented in the “Path
into the Past” exhibition in 1997, and shortly published by Pal Raczky and his colleagues in
the catalogue of the exhibition.! However, until now, they were never completely published.

The site

Polgar-Nagy-Kasziba (i. e. Polgar Site no. 12) is located in the northern part of the Great Hun-
garian Plain, the northeastern side of the so-called Polgar Island (Fig. 1), next to the former
Kiraly Brook. The brook and the area is well visible on the map of the Second Military Survey
(Fig. 2). The four Early Copper Age graves were found in the northern border of the excava-
tion field (Figs. 3, 4), however, no traces of a Copper Age settlement were found. According to
Zsuzsanna Siklosi and Marton Szilagyi, the Early Copper Age graves can be dated between
4450-4350 cal BC.2

The Polgar Island was inhabited intensively during the Neolithic and the Copper Age; sev-
eral Linear Pottery culture settlements and four large Late Neolithic settlement complexes
are known; Polgar-Csészhalom, Polgar-Bosnyakdomb, Polgar-Cib6-hat and Polgar-Kigyos-
domb.? Polgar-Cs6szhalom was abandoned around 4516 (68.2%) 4455 cal BC and Polgar-Bos-
nyakdomb around 4525 (68.2%) 4470 cal BC,* which means the beginning of the Early Copper

RAczky et al. 1997.

SIKLOSI — SZILAGYI 2016, 68, Fig. 1.
Raczxky et al. 2014, 323.

Raczky — ANDERS 2016, 116.
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Eszter SoLNAY

Age in the region.® During the Early and Middle Copper Age, numerous small, satellite set-
tlements appeared in the region; Pal Raczky, Alexandra Anders, and Zsuzsanna Siklési could
collect 24 sites (settlements, cemeteries and grave clusters).® Among them, the best-researched
site is Tiszapolgar-Basatanya’ in the northern side of the region.

Fig. 1. Location of Polgar-Nagy-Kasziba.

Fig. 2. Polgar-Nagy-Kasziba on the map of the Second Military Survey.

5 SIKLOSI — SZILAGYI 2016, 67.
6  Raczky et al. 2014, 323, Fig. 4.
7  BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1963.
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0 10 20 30 40 m

Fig. 3. The excavation map of the site.

Fig. 4. Position of the Early Copper Age graves.
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The graves P
Grave 1 (Fig. 5) i“ /@
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The grave pit has a rounded oblong shape, it (L (e 48 \
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was 3 m long and 1.1 m wide. The orientation of || iﬁ%% o s
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the pit and the skeleton was northwest-south- 5 S
east. The grave was slightly disturbed, the skull

was found in the northwestern part of the pit.
The skeleton belongs to a 3—-4-year-old child.?
The two humeri laid left of the skull. The man-
dible and some ribs were found in the middle of
the grave, south of the skull. The legs situated on
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the SE side of the grave. From the position of the . \ \\\E\
arms and legs, we can assume that the deceased \ o - A\
laid on the left side in a contracted position. A\ W A\
€\ ® \ N
Grave goods: \\ a ) 3

1. Hollow-pedestalled goblet (Fig. 10.1) was \\:\:\\,\\ //
T /

found next to Grave good 2, E of the skull. ’
The outer and inner surfaces burned out in —_— o~
light brown. It has a thick, smoothed wall
and it is tempered with sand and grog. The
rim of the goblet is sharply everted, the pro-  [18- 5- Grave 1.

file is biconical, and the bottom is sharply

fractured in the joining. The hollow-pedestal is conical, with three rounded holes on the lower
part of the vessel. Two large pointed lugs decorate the goblet. Bognar-Kutzian period I, variant I2.°
H.: 14.8 cm; Rd.: 10.4 cm; Pd.: 6.3 cm.*°

2. Tumbler (Fig. 10.2) was found between Grave goods 1 and 3, E of the skull. The inner surface burned
out grey, the inner surface burned out partly orange, partly light grey. It has a thin, smoothed wall
and it is tempered with sand. It has a sharply everted rim, conical profile, flat base. Four rounded
lugs decorate the vessel. Bognar-Kutzian period I, variant A2." H.: 6.3 cm; Rd.: 9.7 cm; Bd.: 6.3 cm.

3. Tumbler (Fig. 11.1) was found next to Grave good 2, E of the skull. The outer and inner surfaces
burned out dark grey. It has a thin, smoothed wall and it is tempered with sand and grog. It has a
slightly everted rim, S-shape profile, flat base. Two horizontally perforated, rounded lugs decorate
the upper part of the vessel, and four horizontally perforated, pointed lugs decorate the lower part
of the tumbler. Bognar-Kutzian period I, variant A1.** Rd.: 10 cm; Bd.: 5 cm.

4. Tumbler (Fig. 11.2) was found next to the N wall of the pit, near the child’s mandible. The outer
and inner surfaces burned out dark grey. It has a thin, smoothed wall and tempered with sand and
grog. It has a sharply everted rim, conical profile, flat base. Bognar-Kutzian period I, variant A2.**
Rd.: 12 cm; Bd.: 3 cm.

5. Beads" (Fig. 12.1)
5/1 - 1 rounded limestone bead was found between Grave goods 2 and 3. D.: 1.7 cm; Th.: 0.77 cm.
5/2 — 4 rounded limestone beads were found next to Grave good 8. D.: 0.79-0.89 cm; Th.: 0.17-0.3 cm.
5/3 — 1 rounded limestone bead was found next to Grave good 4. D.: 1.8 cm; Th.: 2.65 cm.

8 K. ZorFFMANN 2004, 86.
BoGNAR-KUTZIAN 1972, 126—128; BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1963, 257-258.

10 Abbrevations: H = high; Rd = rim diameter; Bd = base diameter; Pd = pedestal diameter; D = diameter; Th =
thickness; W = width; L = length.

11 BoGNAR-KUTZIAN 1972, 119; BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1963, 236—238.

12 BoGNAR-KUTZIAN 1972, 119; BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1963, 236—238.

13 BoGNAR-KUTZIAN 1972, 119; BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1963, 236—-238.

14 The material of the beads were defined by Zsuzsanna Toth.
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Early Copper Age Graves from Polgar-Nagy-Kasziba

5/4 — According to the drawing of the grave, 16 limestone beads were found next to the child’s
mandible.”

5/5 — 1 rounded and 1 oval limestone bead were found in the middle of the grave. rounded: D.: 0.87
cm; Th.: 0.3 cm; oval: D.: 1.21 cm; Th.: 2.34 cm.

5/6 — 1 oval limestone bead was found in the middle of the grave. D.: 1.24 cm; Th.: 2.67 cm.

5/7 — 1 oval limestone bead was found in the middle of the grave. D.: 1.15 cm; Th.: 2.83 cm.

5/8 — 2 rounded limestone beads were found in the middle of the grave. D.: 1.08 cm; Th.: 0.4 cm.
5/9 — 1 rounded limestone bead was found in the middle of the grave. D.: 0.96 cm; Th.: 0.25 cm.
5/10 - 1 rounded limestone bead was found in the middle of the grave. D.: 1 cm; Th.: 0.33 cm.
5/11 - 1 rounded limestone bead was found in the middle of the grave. D.: 0.81 cm; Th.: 0.26 cm.
5/12 - 2 oval limestone beads were found in the middle of the grave. D.: 0.97 cm; Th.: 0.32 cm.
5/13 - 1 oval limestone bead was found between the legs and the SW wall of the pit. D.: 1.13 cm;
Th.: 3.04 cm.

5/14 — 1 rounded limestone bead was found near the SE wall of the grave. D.: 1.09 cm; Th.: 0.68 cm.
5/15 - 1 rounded limestone bead was found in the SW side of the grave. D.: 0.83 cm; Th.: 0.17 cm.
5/16 — 1 rounded limestone bead was found in the SW side of the grave. D.: 0.78 cm; Th.: 0.25 cm.
5/17 — 1 rounded limestone bead was found next to Grave goods 2 and 3. D.: 1.01 cm; Th.: 0.3 cm.
5/18 — 1 rounded limestone bead was found next to Grave goods 2 and 3. D.: 0.92 cm; Th.: 0.2 cm.
5/19 - 1 rounded limestone bead was found next to Grave goods 2 and 3. D.: 0.85 cm; Th.: 0.41 cm.
5/20 — 1 oval limestone bead was found NW from Grave good 8. D.: 1.17 cm; Th.: 2 cm.

5/21 — According to the drawing of the grave, 1 limestone bead was found under the legs.

5/22 — According to the drawing of the grave, 4 limestone beads were found next to the skull.
5/23 — According to the drawing of the grave, 16 limestone beads were found next to the skull.

Animal bones were found near the skull, according to the drawing of the grave.

Copper bracelet (Fig. 12.2) was found on the skull. Made of thin, wide band, the ends slightly lay
on each other. D.: 4.8 cm; W.: 0.8 cm.

Jar (Fig. 11.3) was found near the tomb on the surface.

Grave 14 (Fig. 6)

The grave pit has a rounded oblong shape, 2.5
m long and 1.2 m wide. The orientation of the
pit and the skeleton was west-east. The skel-
eton belongs to a 5-6-year-old child.’® The
body lay supine in an extended position. The
two humeri lay beside the chest and the legs
lay beside each other. The eastern wall of the
pit was not discernible because it ran over an
LBK pit. The skeleton dated to 4340 (68.2%)
4250 cal BC (Poz-50896 5420+40 BP)."”

Grave goods:

1. Copper bracelet (Fig. 12. 3) was found on
the left humeri. Made of thin, wide band,
one of the ends was broken down. D.:
6.1 cm; W.: 0.5 cm.

Fig. 6. Grave 14.

A large vessel was found near the right elbow, according to the drawing of the grave.

3. Red deer’s bones™ were found in an unknown position.

15 Note: In the case of missing descriptions and data, the objects were not found during the research.

16 K. ZoFFMANN 2004, 86.
17  SIKLOSI — SZILAGYI IN PREP.

18 The animal bones in the graves were examined by Péter Csippan and Anthony Borel.
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Grave 38 (Fig. 7)

The grave pit has a rounded oblong shape, it
is 2.6 m long, 0.7 m wide and 12-22 cm deep.
The orientation of the pit and the skeleton was
northwest-southeast. The skeleton belongs to a
54-58-year-old woman. The body lay supine in
an extended position. The two humeri lay be-
side the chest and the legs lay beside each other.
Dental caries was found on five of her fifteen
preserved teeth and other five fell out in her life.
Furthermore, cribra orbitalia was observed on
both orbital roofs.” The skeleton dated to 4460
(68.2%) 4360 cal BC (Poz-50894 5600+35 BP).?

Grave goods:

1.

19
20
21
22

Beads (Fig. 18. 1)

1/1-32rounded limestone beads were found
between Grave goods 11 and 14. D.: 0.81-
1.1 cm; Th.: 0.23-0.55 cm.

1/2 - 3 rounded limestone beads were found Fig. 7. Grave 38.

near the skull. D.: 0.96-1.03 cm; Th.: 0.3—

0.43 cm.

1/3 — 1 rounded limestone bead was found on the skull. D.: 0.8 cm; Th.: 0.25 cm.

1/4 - 1 oval limestone bead was found on the skull. D.: 7.3 cm; Th.: 1.14 cm.

1/5 - 5 rounded limestone beads were found next to the pelvis, near the beads 1/9. D.: 0.95 cm; Th.:
0.32-0.55 cm.

1/6 — 10 rounded limestone beads were found around the spine, near the beads 1/10. D.: 0.85-1 cm;
Th.: 0.3-0.42 cm.

1/7 = 19 rounded limestone beads were found near the pelvis. D.: 0.97-1.07 cm; Th.: 0.25-0.53 cm.
1/8 — 7 rounded limestone beads were found next to the left femur. D.: 0.89-0.99 cm; Th.: 0.2-0.52
cm.

1/9 - 20 rounded limestone beads were found near the pelvis. D.: 0.98-1.12 cm; Th.: 0.3-0.52 cm.
1/10 - 25 rounded limestone beads were found on the spine. D.: 0.94-0.98 cm; Th.: 0.23-0.56 cm.
1/11 - (Fig. 18.2) 2 rounded limestone beads were found in an unknown position. D.: 1.94 cm; Th.:
0.25-0.36 cm.

Tumbler (Fig. 13.1) was found between the right elbow and the ribs. The inner surface burned out
grey, the outer surface burned out partly orange, partly light grey. It has a thin, smoothed wall and
it is tempered with grog. It has a sharply everted rim, conical profile, flat base. Two horizontally
perforated, rounded lugs decorate the upper part of the vessel, and four horizontally perforated,
rounded lugs decorate the lower part of the tumbler. Bognar-Kutzian period I, variant A2.*' H.: 8.4
cm; Rd.: 9.5 cm; Bd.: 8.4 cm.

A minor vessel was found near the right forearm, according to the drawing of the grave.
Tumbler (Fig. 13.2) was found next to the SW wall of the pit, between Grave goods 5 and 6. The
outer and inner surfaces burned out dark grey. It has a thin, smoothed wall and it is tempered with
sand and grog. It has a slightly everted rim, S-shape profile, flat base. Four horizontally perforated,
rounded lugs decorate the lower part of the tumbler. Bognar-Kutzian period [, variant A1.* H.: 9.8
cm; Rd.: 10 cm; Bd.: 4 cm.

Jar (Fig. 13.3) was found next to the SW wall of the pit, between Grave goods 4 and 6. The inner sur-
face burned out brownish grey, the outer surface burned out partly orange, partly brownish grey.

K. ZoFFMANN 2004, 86.

SIKLOSI — SZILAGYI IN PREP.

BoGNAR-KUTZIAN 1972, 119; BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1963, 236—238.
BoGNAR-KUTZIAN 1972, 119; BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1963, 236—238.
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10.

11.

12.

23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

It has a thin, smoothed wall and it is tempered with sand. It has a slightly everted rim, cylindrical
neck, sharply fractured between the neck and the shoulder, rounded belly, flat base. Two hori-
zontally perforated, pointed lugs decorate the shoulder and four double lugs decorate the belly.
Bognar-Kutzian period I, variant E1.*H.: 9.5 cm; Rd.: 6.9 cm; Bd.: 9.5 cm.

Tumbler (Fig. 14.2) was found next to the SW wall of the pit, between Grave goods 4 and 5. The
outer and inner surfaces burned out dark grey. It has a thin, smoothed wall and it is tempered with
sand and grog. It has a slightly everted rim, S-shape profile, flat base. Two horizontally perforated,
rounded lugs decorate the upper part of the vessel. Two triangle — composed of three incised dots
— decorate the middle of the belly. Four horizontally perforated, rounded lugs — with incised dots
around each lug — decorate the lower part of the tumbler. Bognar-Kutzian period I, variant A1.*
H.: 9.9 cm; Rd.: 8.7 cm; Bd.: 3.5 cm.

Bowl (Fig. 14.1) was found next to the right leg. The outer and inner surfaces burned out dark grey,
somewhere light brown. It has a thick, smoothed wall and tempered with grog. It has an everted rim,
straight, outward widening profile, flat base. Four big, horizontally perforated, pointed lugs decorate
the middle of the bowl. Bognar-Kutzian period I, variant K1.» H.: 36.6 cm; Rd.: 14.8 cm; Bd.: 12 cm.

Cup (Fig. 14.3) was found next to the SW wall of the pit, next to Grave good 7. The outer and inner
surfaces burned out light grey. It has a thin, smoothed wall and it is tempered with sand. It has an
everted rim, straight, outward widening profile, flat base. Four horizontally perforated, rounded
lugs decorate the lower part of the tumbler. Bognar-Kutzian period I, variant L2. Shells were found
in the vessel.* H.: 9.7 cm; Rd.: 4.8 cm; Bd.: 2.3 cm.

Hollow-pedestalled bowl (Fig. 15.1) was found near the legs with Grave good 10. The outer and in-
ner surfaces burned out in light brown. It has a thick, smoothed wall and tempered with grog. The
bowl has a sharply everted rim, straight, outward widening profile, flat base. The hollow-pedestal
is conical, with four rounded holes on the lower part of the vessel. Four horizontally perforated,
pointed lugs decorate the middle of the bowl. Bognar-Kutzian period I, variant H3.¥ H.: 21.9 m;
Rd.: 24.5 cm; Bd.: 15.4 cm.

Flowerpot-like vase (Fig. 15.2) was found near the legs with Grave good 9. The inner surface
burned out black, the outer surface burned out light grey. It has a thick wall and it is tempered with
sand and grog. It has an everted rim, straight profile, flat base. Four pointed lugs — perforated from
three sides — decorate the middle of the vessel. Bognar-Kutzian period I, variant C2. Small animal
bones were found in the vessel.® H.: 14.6 cm; Rd.: 12.7 cm; Bd.: 9.3 cm.

Tumbler (Fig. 16.1) was found next to the W wall of the pit, near Grave good 14. The inner surface
burned out light grey, the outer surface burned out light brown. It has a thin, smoothed wall and
it is tempered with sand. It has a slightly everted rim, S-shape profile, flat base. Four horizontally
perforated, rounded lugs decorate the lower part of the tumbler. Bognar-Kutzian period I, variant
Al. Snails and charcoal were found in the vessel.”? H.: 7.1 cm; Rd.: 7.3 c¢m; Bd.: 2.3 cm.

Hollow-pedestalled goblet (Fig. 16.2) was found next to the skull. The outer and inner surfaces
burned out in yellowish brown. It has a thick, smoothed wall and tempered with sand and grog.
The rim of the goblet is sharply everted, the neck is short and sharply fractured between the bel-
ly and the neck, the profile is biconical, and the bottom is sharply fractured in the joining. The
hollow-pedestal is conical, with four rounded holes on the lower part of the vessel. Two large,
horizontally perforated, pointed lugs decorate the upper part of the goblet and four horizontally
perforated, pointed lugs decorate the belly of the goblet. Bognar-Kutzian period I, variant 11.* H.:
20 cm; Rd.: 12.4 cm; Bd.: 9.1 cm.

BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1972, 122-124; BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1963, 244-245.
BoGNAR-KUTZIAN 1972, 119; BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1963, 236—238.
BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1972, 129-131; BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1963, 259-262.
BoGNAR-KUTZIAN 1972, 131-132; BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1963, 262-264.
BoGNAR-KUTZIAN 1972, 124-126; BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1963, 255-257.
BoGNAR-KUTZIAN 1972, 121; BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1963, 240-242.
BoGNAR-KUTZIAN 1972, 119; BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1963, 236—238.
BoGNAR-KUTZIAN 1972, 126-128; BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1963, 257-258.
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13. Jar (Fig. 17.1) was partly found at the W corner of the grave pit, and one sherd was found un-

14.

der the skull. The inner surface burned out light grey, the outer surface burned out light brown.
It has a thin, smoothed wall and it is tempered with sand. It has a slightly everted rim, cylindrical
neck, sharply fractured between the neck and the shoulder, rounded belly, flat base. Two hori-
zontally perforated, pointed lugs decorate the shoulder and four rounded lugs decorate the belly.
Bognar-Kutzian period I, variant E2.* H.: 12 cm; Rd.: 12.1 cm; Bd.: 4.2 cm.

Hollow-pedestalled globular vessel (Fig. 17.2) was found next to the skull. The outer and inner sur-
faces burned out in light brown. It has a thick, smoothed wall and it is tempered with grog. The rim
of the globular vessel is sharply inverted, the belly is rounded, and the bottom is sharply fractured
in the joining. The hollow-pedestal is conical, with four rounded holes on the lower part of the ves-
sel. Four minor, horizontally perforated, oblong-shaped lugs decorate the upper part of the globular
vessel and four large, horizontally perforated, oblong-shaped lugs decorate the belly of the globular
vessel. This shape does not exist in the typology of Ida Bognar-Kutzian, however the variant N* is
similar to this vessel, except for the hollow-pedestal. H.: 31.8 cm; Rd.: 8.1 cm; Bd.: 18.3 cm.

15. Red deer’s and, cattle’s bones were found in an unknown position.

Grave 39 (Fig. 8)

The grave pit has a roughly semicircle shape,
2.2 m long, the longer wide is 1.6 m and the
shorter wide is 1.1 m. The orientation of the
pit and the skeleton was northwest-southeast.
The skeleton belongs to a 53-59-year-old man.
The deceased lay on the right side in a gently
contracted position. The arms lay in front of the
chest and the legs lay beside each other. Den-
tal caries was found on two of his twenty-six
preserved teeth. Furthermore, spondylosis was
found on his vertebra, arthrosis on the femur
and the tibia, and a healed fracture of the vicu-
la.** The skeleton dated to 4360 (68.2%) 4260 cal

~
50 em \'

BC (Poz-50895 5470+40 BP).* Fig. 8. Grave 39.

Grave goods:

1. Hollow-pedestalled bowl (Fig. 19.1) was found next to the skull with Grave good 2 and 3. The outer
and inner surfaces burned out in light brown. It has a thick, smoothed wall and it is tempered with
grog. The bowl has a sharply everted rim, straight, outward widening profile, flat base. The hol-
low-pedestal is conical, with two rounded holes on the lower part of the vessel. Four horizontally
perforated, pointed lugs decorate the middle of the bowl. Bognar-Kutzian period I, variant H1.%
H.: 30 cm; Rd.: 29.4 ¢cm; Bd.: 3.6 cm.

2. Tumbler (Fig. 19.2) was found next to the skull between Grave goods 1 and 3. It has a sharply
everted rim, conical profile, flat base. Two perforated, pointed lug decorate the upper part and
four rounded lugs decorate the lower part of the vessel. Bognar-Kutzian period I, variant A2 H.:
approximately 11-12 cm; Rd.: approximately 9-10.5 cm.

3. Hollow-pedestalled goblet (Fig. 20.1) was found next to the skull with Grave goods 1 and 2. The
outer and inner surfaces burned out in light brown and orange. It has a thick, smoothed wall and it
is tempered with grog. The rim of the goblet is sharply everted, the neck is short and sharply frac-
tured between the belly and the neck, the profile is biconical, and the bottom is sharply fractured

31 BoGNAR-KUTZIAN 1972, 122-124; BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1963, 244-245.

32 BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1972, 133.

33 K. ZOFFMANN 2004, 86.

34 SIKLOSI — SZILAGYI IN PREP.

35 BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1972, 124-126; BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1963, 255-257.

36 BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1972, 119; BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1963, 236-238.
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in the joining. The hollow-pedestal is conical, with four rounded holes on the lower part of the
vessel. Four horizontally perforated, pointed lugs decorate the shoulder of the goblet and between
the lugs, double and triple - triangle formed - incised dots ornamented the vessel. Four horizon-
tally perforated, pointed lugs decorate the belly of the goblet. Bognar-Kutzian period I, variant I1.”
H.: 31.6 cm; Rd.: 18.3 cm; Bd.: 12.5 cm.

Jar (Fig. 20.2) was found near the ribs in the N side of the pit. The outer and inner surfaces burned
out in light grey. It a has thin, smoothed wall and tempered with sand. It has a slightly everted rim,
long, cylindrical neck, sharply fractured between the neck and the shoulder, rounded belly, flat
base. Two horizontally perforated, pointed lugs decorate the shoulder and four perforated, pointed
lugs decorate the belly. Bognar-Kutzian period I, variant E1.* H.: 10.9 cm; Rd.: 6.1 cm; Bd.: 1.9 cm.

Jar (Fig. 21.1) was found near the ribs in the N side of the pit. The outer and inner surfaces burned
out in orange and light grey. It has a thin, smoothed wall and tempered with sand and grog. It has
a slightly everted rim, long, cylindrical neck, sharply fractured between the neck and the shoulder,
rounded belly, flat base. Two horizontally perforated, pointed lugs decorate the shoulder and four
perforated, pointed lugs decorate the belly. Bognar-Kutzian period I, variant E1.** H.: 12 cm; Rd.:
12.1 cm; Bd.: 3.4 cm.

Tumbler (Fig. 21.2) was found next to the N wall with the Grave goods 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11. The inner
surface burned out light grey, the outer surface burned out light brown. It has a thin, smoothed
wall and tempered with grog. It has a slightly everted rim, S-shape profile, flat base. Two horizon-
tally perforated, pointed lugs decorate the upper part and four horizontally perforated, pointed
lugs decorate the lower part of the tumbler. Bognar-Kutzian period I, variant A1.“ H.: 9.5 cm; Bd.:
8 cm; Rd.: 2.4 cm.

Jar (Fig. 21.3)was found next to the N wall with Grave goods 6, 8,9, 10 and 11. The outer and inner sur-
faces burned out in light brown. It has a thin, smoothed wall and it is tempered with sand and grog.
It has a slightly everted rim, cylindrical neck, sharply fractured between the neck and the shoulder,
rounded belly, flat base. Two horizontally perforated, pointed lugs decorate the shoulder and four
perforated, rounded lugs decorate the belly. Bognar-Kutzian period I, variant E1.* H.: 11.4 cm;
Bd.: 10.1 cm; Rd.: 4.5 cm.

Tumbler (Fig. 22.1) was found next to the N wall with Grave goods 6, 7, 9, 10 and 11. The outer and
inner surfaces burned out in orange. It has a thin, smoothed wall and it is tempered with sand.
It has a sharply everted rim, conical profile, flat base. Two horizontally perforated, pointed lugs
decorate the upper part, and four horizontally perforated, rounded lugs decorate the lower part of
the tumbler. Bognar-Kutzian period I, variant A2.**H.: 8.2 cm; Rd.: 9.6 cm; Bd.: 3.3 cm.

Jar (Fig. 22.2) was found next to the N wall with Grave goods 6, 7, 8, 10, 11. The inner surface
burned out dark grey, the outer surface burned out light brown. It has a thin, smoothed wall and
it is tempered with sand and grog. It has a slightly everted rim, cylindrical neck, sharply fractured
between the neck and the shoulder, rounded belly, flat base. Two minor handles decorate the
shoulder and four perforated, rounded lugs decorate the belly. Bognar-Kutzian period I, variant
E1.%H.: 20.7 cm; Rd.: 10 cm; Bd.: 5.1 cm.

Hollow-pedestalled vessel (Fig. 23.1) was found next to the N wall with Grave goods 6, 7, 8, 9 and
11. The outer and inner surfaces burned out in yellowish brown. It has a thick, smoothed wall and
it is tempered with sand and grog. The bowl has an outward widening profile, but it fractured and
the type cannot be defined. The hollow-pedestal is conical, with three rounded holes on the lower
part of the vessel. Four large, horizontally perforated, pointed lugs decorate the bowl. H.: 12 cm;
Rd.: 12.1 cm; Bd.: 15.4 cm.

BoGNAR-KUTZIAN 1972, 126-128; BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1963, 257-258.
BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1972, 122-124; BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1963, 244—-245.
BoGNAR-KUTZIAN 1972, 122-124; BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1963, 244-245.
BoGNAR-KUTZIAN 1972, 119; BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1963, 236—-238.

BoGNAR-KUTZIAN 1972, 122-124; BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1963, 244-245.
BoGNAR-KUTZIAN 1972, 119; BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1963, 236—238.

BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1972, 122-124; BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1963, 244-245.
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Tumbler (Fig. 23.2) was found next to the N wall with Grave goods 6, 7, 8, 9, and10. The outer and
inner surfaces burned out in dark grey. It has a thin, smoothed wall and tempered with sand and
grog. It has a slightly everted rim, S-shape profile, flat base. Two horizontally perforated, rounded
lugs decorate the upper part and four horizontally perforated, rounded lugs decorate the lower
part of the tumbler. Bognar-Kutzian period I, variant A1.* H.: 11.3 cm; Rd.: 10 cm; Bd.: 3.6 cm.

LBK ceramic sherds were found next to the right hand and the N wall.

Antler® (Fig. 24.1) was found next to Grave good 1. It was made of red deer. The entire surface
was thickly scraped. It is cone-shaped with a horizontal, hourglass shaped bore-hole. It is in good
condition, still usable. H.: 8.8 cm; max Th.: 1.5 cm; max W.: 1.5 cm.

Wild boar tusk (Fig. 24.2) was found next to Grave good 1. One side is scraped, the other side had
become broken before it was placed into the grave. H.: 9.5 cm; max Th.: 2.2 cm; max W.: 1.7 cm.

Chisel* (Fig. 26.1) was found next to Grave good 1. It was made of polished, fine granulated meta-
morphic rock. It has a trapezoid form. 2.9x2.9x1.1 cm.

Chipped stone (Fig. 26.2) was found between two ribs right of the spine. It is an unretouched me-
sial fragment of dark obsidian. 1.5x1.5x3 cm.

Chipped stone (Fig. 26.3) was found on the right humeri. The flake was made of chocolate flint.
4.4x3.6x0.8 cm.

Chipped stone (Fig. 26.4) was found next to the left forearm. It is an unretouched proximal frag-
ment of a flake, which was made of Mez6zombor type limnosilicite. 3.2x1.4x0.4 cm.

)

Swine’s mandible (Fig. 25.1) was found left of the chest. It was a hybrid swine - so-called “babos’
(spotted) pig - the result of interbreeding between a domestic pig and a wild boar. L: 21.7 cm; W:
9.5 cm.

Domestic pig’s, red deer’s, cattle’s bones were found in an unknown position.

Domestic pig’s mandible (Fig. 25.2) was found between the skull and the neck. She was killed when
she was around 26-28 months old. L: 18 cm; W: 8.8 cm.

Copper bead (Fig. 26.7) (rounded) was found on the skull. D.: 0.52 cm; Th.: 1.13 cm.

Beads

23/1 - 30 rounded limestone beads (Fig. 26.8) were found on the skull. D.: 0.7-0.94 cm; Th.: 0.19-
0.48 cm.

23/2 - 5 rounded limestone beads (Fig. 26.9) were found around the upper part of the spine. D.:
0.71-0.8 cm; Th.: 0.14-0.33 cm.

23/3 — 8 rounded limestone beads (Fig. 26.10) were found near the skull. D.: 0.78-0.86 cm; Th.:
0.27-0.52 cm.

Chipped stone (Fig. 26.6) was found in an unknown position. The flake was made of grey flint. It
has a triangle shape, and the base is retouched to a scraper. There is a sickle gloss on the left edge.
3.6x2x0.6 cm.

Chipped stone (Fig. 26.5) was found in an unknown position. It is an unretouched mesial fragment
of a Wolhynian flint. 2.3x2.1x0.4 cm.

Burial rite

During the Late Neolithic Tisza-Herpaly-Cs6szhalom complex on the Great Hungarian Plain,

a new burial rite emerged, in which men were buried in right-side position and women buried

in 1

44
45
46
47
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eft-side position, and generally, both sexes were laid in crouched position.”” This practice

BoGNAR-KUTZIAN 1972, 119; BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1963, 236—238.

The antler and the wild boar tusk was examined by Zsuzsanna Téth.
The stone objects were examined by Norbert Farago.

ANDERS — NAGY 2007, 88.
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continued in the Early and Middle Copper Age in the so-called Tiszapolgar*® and Bodrog-
keresztar® cultures. In the Late Neolithic, this rite occurred frequently, but it only became a
rule in the Copper Age. However, other positions can be observed in the Copper Age graves
too, for example, extended skeletons are often recorded.”

The orientation of the graves can be described similarly. The east-west or southeast-northwest
orientations appeared during the Late Neolithic, but merely as a common habit.”" It became the
rule in the Copper Age,” not only on the Great Hungarian Plain but across Eastern Europe.”

The burial rite at Polgar-Nagy-Kasziba is a bit different from the other Tiszapolgar graves but
similar to the first period of the Tiszapolgar-Basatanya cemetery where the west-east and
northwest-southeast orientation is also general.* Furthermore, Marton Szilagyi mentioned
that some of the graves from Polgar-Kiraly-ér-part are directed to northwest-southeast too.”
Consequently, this orientation might have been typical in the Polgar region.

The lying of the skeletons at Nagy-Kasziba is slightly different from the general rite of the
Early and Middle Copper Age. Three of the four deceased laid in an extended position, two
supine (Graves 14, 38) and one on his right side (Grave 39). That is rare, but not unique in the
Tiszapolgar culture; for example, this positioning is known from Tiszapolgar-Basatanya’,
Tiszababolna® or Szabolcs™. If the deceased lay supine it could not be called a gender-specific
placing, which is the case in Graves 14 and 38. However, if the skeleton was placed on one
of his/her sides — either in extended or crouched position - then it can be gender specified.
Therefore, the lying of the man in Grave 39 is male-specific, which was also supported by the
anthropological analysis. Moreover, the left side crouched position of the child in Grave 1
suggests that the deceased was a young girl, but in that case, anthropology cannot be used
because of the child’s young age.

Pathology and teeth

Zsuzsanna K. Zoffmann performed the anthropological analysis of the graves,” and it is worth
discussing the causes that provoked the degenerative deformations in more detail. Unfortu-
nately, the bad preservation of the two children’s skeletons could not make it possible to do
pathological examinations, so only the two adults will be discussed.

Cribra orbitalia — i. e. the porosity of the orbital roof — could be observed on both orbital
roofs of the 54-58-year-old women,* which is a common disease among preindustrial com-
munities.’ It was caused by iron deficiency anaemia, which mostly evolved because of the

48 LicHTER 2001, 277.

49 LicHTER 2001, 321.

50 LicHTER 2001, 277, 322.

51 Karicz — Raczky 1987, 23.

52 PAtAy 1975, 37; LICHTER 2001, 279.
53 Kabprow 2008.

54 BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1963, 354.

55 SziLAcyI 2015, 130—134.

56 BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1963, 355.

57 HILLEBRANDT — PATAY 1977, 43.
58 Ecsepy 1977, 16.

59 K. ZOFFMANN 2004.

60 K. ZOoFFMANN 2004, 86.

61 LARSEN 2015, 33.
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insufficient diet. At that time people consumed a lot of crops — which are rich in phytic acid
and carbohydrate —, however, they did not eat enough meat that would have been important
due to its protein content.®” Defective diet was usually far more frequent among women and
children, which can be probably explained by the dietary difference between men and wom-
en.” Another common explanation of the cribra orbitalia — besides the genetic disease - is
the regular periods and childbirths during which women lost a huge amount of blood.** In the
case of the 54-58-year-old woman at Polgar-Nagy-Kasziba, both explanations can be expect-
able. Unfortunately, the skull of the man from Grave 39 was badly preserved and its detailed
examination was impossible, so the skulls of the two adults could not be compared.

Arthrosis and spondylosis could be examined on the male skeleton from Grave 39.® Spondy-
losis is a degenerative pathological condition, the abrasion of the vertebral disk between the
vertebras. Although sometimes it has a genetic origin, generally it develops in response to
excessive mechanical loads over a period of time.* This can be a link to the other pathological
condition of the deceased, the arthrosis of his left femur and tibia. It was observed frequently
among preindustrial communities, because they regularly performed intensive physical la-
bour.”” The man from Grave 39 might have worked a lot, which caused arthrosis and spondy-
losis that correlate with his age.

Besides pathology, the condition of the teeth could also be examined. Zsuzsanna Zoffmann
observed tooth decay - i. e. dental caries — on 5 cases of the 15 teeth of the woman in Grave
38, and two, very large holes on the teeth of the man from Grave 39, where caries destroyed
nearly the whole upper part of the teeth.®® Tooth decay caused by bacterial fermentation of
dietary carbohydrates, especially sugars and starches, which is frequent among the settled
communities of the Neolithic.” In the case of the Early Copper Age Tiszapolgar culture, it was
observed in Bélmegyer-Monoki domb,” Hédmez6vasarhely-Elkeriil6 at Laktanya” and Hod-
mezévasarhely-Kopancs-Olasz Sandorné-tanya.”” Another dental disease is the loss of teeth,
which is observed in the case of the man from Grave 39, and it evolves for similar reasons
as dental caries.”

Grave goods and animal remains

Pottery is the most frequent grave good in the Early and Middle Copper Age,” which was found
in all the four graves at Polgar-Nagy-Kasziba (Fig. 9), altogether 29 pieces. The most common
vessel type is tumbler, which represents almost the third of all vessels, and it occurs in three out

62 LARSEN 2015, 34.

63 WHITTLE et al. 2013, 79.
64 WHITTLE et al. 2013, 81.
65 K. ZOFFMANN 2004, 86.
66 LARSEN 2015, 119.

67 LARSEN 2015, 194.

68 K. ZOFFMANN 2004, 86.
69 LARSEN 2015, 67.

70 K. ZOFFMANN 2001, 27.
71 K. ZOFFMANN 2004, 85.
72 K. ZOFFMANN 2004, 86.
73 K. ZOFFMANN 2004, 86.
74 LARSEN 2015, 81.

75 SKOMAL 1983, 133; LICHTER 2001, 280.
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of four graves. Generally small lugs and sometimes incised dots decorate tumblers. The other
general type is jar, which appeared only in adults’ graves. Besides hollow-pedestalled bowls,
these are the most frequent vessels not just at Tiszapolgar-Basatanya, but in the entire Tiszapol-
gar culture.” Following these, there are three hollow-pedestalled goblets in three graves, and
two hollow-pedestalled bowls, which are the most general ceramic types of the first period of
Tiszapolgar-Basatanya,”” although this vessel type is less frequent in other Tiszapolgar ceme-
teries.” Besides, a cup, a flowerpot-like vase, a bowl and a hollow-pedestalled globular vessel
were found. The last-mentioned type is unknown from Tiszapolgar graves, but the upper part
is similar to Bognar-Kutzian’s N-type,”” which is known from Pusztaistvanhaza,® Velké Rask-
ovce,*! Tibava® and Lucka,® with the same decorations. Only three of the 29 vessels from Pol-
gar-Nagy-Kasziba were decorated; two tumblers and a hollow-pedestalled goblet.

Ceramic types Grave 1 | Grave 14 | Grave 38 | Grave 39 | Total

tumbler 3 4 4 11
jar 2 4 6
cup 1 1
flowerpot-like vase 1 1
bowl 1 1
hollow-pedestalled bowl 1 1 2
hollow-pedestalled goblet 1 1 1 3
hollow-pedestalled globular vessel 1 1
hollow-pedestalled vase 1 1
unidentified 1 1 2
Total 4 1 13 11 29

Fig. 9. The ceramic types from Polgar-Nagy-Kasziba.

Grave pottery could be related to age and gender.** Generally, the number of vessels in the
graves grows with age, but in the case of the right-side crouched skeletons — mostly men -
they start to decrease around the age of 40. On the contrary to the other gender that were
crouched on the left — mostly women.*

At Polgar-Nagy-Kasziba, the situation was very favourable because three copper ornaments
were found in three graves — one copper bead and two copper bracelets —, which types were
known from many other Tiszapolgar graves.* The form of the two copper bracelets is extreme-
ly similar, with their open ends and small size. Usually, the multiple spiral bracelets are the

76 BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1972, 122.

77 BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1972, 255.

78 BoGNAR-KUTZIAN 1972, 129.

79 BoOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1972, 133.

80 HILLEBRANDT 1929, 45, Abb. 16.4.

81 SI3kaA 1968, 109, Obr. 18.5.

82 ANDEL 1958, 49, P1. V1.7; S18kA 1964, 318, Obr. 12.22.
83 SzTARAY 1881, 274, 7. kép; S1$kA 1968, 109, Obr. 16.8.
84 SOFAER DEREVENSKI 1997, 800.

85 SOFAER DEREVENSKI 1997, 800, Fig. 2a-b.

86 SOFAER DEREVENSKI 2000, 392; LICHTER 2001, 286—287.
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most common - like at Tiszapolgar-Basatanya® — but we find parallels of this form for example
from Deszk B,** Hodmez6vasarhely-Népkert,*” Velké Raskovce™ or Tibava.” People generally
wore the bracelets in their right arm, near the elbow, however, it was not a strict rule.

Joanna Sofaer observed that the wearing of the copper bracelets is related to age. Some of
the infants received this ornament around the age of four — when the community probably
recognised them, and they received a social persona’ — and they wore it until their mid-twen-
ties — when they stepped into adulthood.” They were constantly set to their size,” which is
visible if we compare the size of the two bracelets from Polgar-Nagy-Kasziba. It is a generally
accepted theory that copper ornaments in children graves reflect the social position of the
parents or the kin.” Another acknowledged fact that not everyone obtained copper.”® There-
fore, probably only some significant men or families of the community could afford to give
copper bracelet to their children, which expresses their wealth or status through this action.”

On the contrary, copper beads were found mostly in adult men’s graves, generally just a few
pieces per graves.” This brings the assumption that they might have a different function
than bracelets. Probably they were worn as hair/head-dress or decorated their dress around
the pelvis, like at Vészt6-Magor,” to mark the high status of the owner.

Altogether 240 pieces of limestone beads in three of the four graves were found,'” which oc-
curred regularly in the Tiszapolgar graves in various number from some pieces'”' to hundreds
of beads.'” Generally, they wore them around their waist, like it was observed on the Late
Neolithic Sé-type figurines.'® Furthermore, some of them were found on the skull, which they
could wear originally in their hair or on their head-dress, as Alexandra Anders and Emese
Gyongyvér Nagy supposed in the case of the Late Neolithic Polgar-Csészhalom.'* At Pol-
gar-Nagy-Kasziba, we could find both types as well as other beads on the chest and near the
legs and the arms, which might have been part of the costume too.

Limestone beads occur in mostly female graves and often in children graves,'” which was a

general trend in the case of the Late Neolithic Spondylus and stone beads too."” However,

87 BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1963, 332.

88 BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1972, P1. XXXIV.
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91 S1S5KA 1964, 333; S13KA 1968, 155, Obr. 21.
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not only women and children wore them as for instance Polgar-Nagy-Kasziba or Tiszapol-
gar-Basatanya'” presents.

At Polgar-Nagy-Kasziba 6 stone tools were found, all of them in Grave 39; four on the pit
floor and two in the fill."® Two tool types can be separated; polished stones and flint flakes.
The examination of the raw material is one way of understanding the symbolic meaning of
the tools. Although a flake was made of obsidian, it is not possible to tell from which area
it derives, because it might originate from the Slovakian Mountains, the Tokaj Mountains'”
or the Zakarpattia Oblast."’ It is certain that it cannot be considered as a long-distance raw
material in the Polgar region.'"!
see Tiszapolgar-Basatanya''

Obsidian was a general raw material in the Early Copper Age,
or Vészté-Bikeri.'” One flake was made of Mezézombor-type
limnosilicite, which occurs in the Tokaj Mountains,'* and very popular in the Tiszapolgar

culture,'®

and it also belongs among the local raw materials. However, there is a flake at Pol-
gar-Nagy-Kasziba that was made of Wolhynian flint; a long-distance raw material. This was
a very prestigious stone type in the Early Copper Age cemeteries. As an example, it can be
found in Grave 1 of Velké Raskovce,''® where it was deposited with other valuable objects of
copper and gold, expressing the deceased’s high status through the old and the new prestige
items."” Another long-distance raw material at Polgar-Nagy-Kasziba is the chocolate flint
from the Holy Cross Mountains in Poland,'”® and - unlike the others - it might have been less
frequent in the Early Copper Age than in the Late Neolithic'”® and the Middle Copper Age.'*
Moreover, sickle gloss could be observed on the left edge of a flake, which means that it had

been used before it was deposited into the grave.

Stone tools — polished stones and flint flakes too — generally came from the graves of adult
men.'”" Flint flakes mostly indicate the gender of the deceased,'” though the polished stone
tools might have expressed status like Middle and Late Neolithic polished stone axes.’”® Gen-
erally, there are only one or two pieces in the graves, and they were found almost exclusively
next to the skeletons of men, for instance at Tiszapolgar-Basatanya'* or Polgar-Nagy-Kasziba.

There are two kinds of animal remains in the graves of Polgar-Nagy-Kasziba. First, unworked
bones, which might be the remains of the food that they placed next to the deceased. Second,
a wild boar tusk, a boar mandible and a worked antler known from Grave 39, which probably
had a special meaning. The first category applies to all the four graves, and this is a general
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grave good among the Tiszapolgar and Bodrogkeresztur culture.'” The most frequent animals
were domestic pig, cattle and red deer.’*® Generally, they were found on the pit floor, or some-
times in the vessels like Grave good 10 of Grave 38.

Wild boar tusks and boar mandibles frequently occurred in the Late Neolithic Transdanubia,
like Asz6d-Papi-foldek' and at the Polgar Island too, for example, at Polgar-Cs6szhalom.'®
This tradition lived through to the Early and Middle Copper Age, see for example of Tisza-
polgar-Basatanya'® or Hajdiboszormény-Ficsori-t6-diils.”*° Wild boar tusks might have func-
tioned as pendants,” but sometimes they were placed into the graves just because of their
symbolic meanings, like at Polgar-Nagy-Kasziba. Boar mandibles might have had a meaning
too, however, this partly depends on the type of the boar, because killing a domesticated pig
might have been much less tiresome than hunting a wild boar.

Boar mandibles came almost only from male and children graves, and thus they probably re-
flected the gender.”** Wild boar tusks were found merely in adult male graves.”* It means that
tusks linked to some personal achievement, for example in the field of hunting."**

The third unique bone object is the antler from Grave 39. Four similar antler tools are known
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from the first period of Tiszapolgar-Basatanya,” and further three from settlements and un-

certain sites of the Tiszapolgar culture.”®® Ida Bognar-Kutzian described them as fishing ar-
rowheads."” According to Zsuzsanna Toth, the piece from Polgar-Nagy-Kasziba could be the
head of a composite tool, which was fixed with the aid of two horizontal holes. It was used but
it was not in a bad condition, contrary to the broken wild boar tusk from Grave 39.

Generally, an antler of a red deer — irrespectively of whether it was worked or unworked -
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was found in male graves,*® and it might have been related to some kind of a personal skill or

achievement similarly to wild boar tusks.

Summary

One of the fundamental tasks when examining burials are the ability to reconstruct some
aspects of the deceased’s life from the available information, like mobility, health condition,
labour, kinship and social persona.’” Although the graves from Polgar-Nagy-Kasziba were
not the subject of any bioarchaeological research, in my opinion, there is enough information
to attempt the reconstruction of their personal biographies.

125 For example: BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1963, 33-229.

126 The bones were analysed by Anthony Borel and Péter Csippan.

127 SikroOsI 2013, 111.

128 ANDERS — NAGY 2007, 86.

129 BoGNAR-KUTZIAN 1963, 310.

130 KovAcs - VAcz1 2007, 400, Fig. 2.

131 Sikrost 2013, 228.

132 MEISENHEIMER 1989, 78; CHAPMAN 1997, 141, Tab. 10.3; SOFAER DEREVENSKI 1997, 878; LICHTER 2001, 289;
RAcCzKY et al. 2014, 329.

133 MEISENHEIMER 1989, 44; CHAPMAN 1997, 141, Tab. 10.3; SOFAER DEREVENSKI 1997, 878; LICHTER 2001, 291.

134 SikLoOsI 2013, 229-300.

135 BoGNAR-KUTZIAN 1963, 312.

136 BOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1963, 136.

137 BoOGNAR-KUTZIAN 1963, 136.

138 CHAPMAN 1997, 141, Tab. 10.3; LICHTER 2001, 284.

139 SOFAER 2006, 285-286; ZVELEBIL — PETTITT 2012, 313; ANDERS 2016a, 1; ANDERS 2016b, 15-16.
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Individual no. 1

According to its lying and the several limestone beads, the 3—4-year-old child from Grave 1
was probably a girl, who gained social persona at a young age, because she received a copper
bracelet. She might have belonged to a clan or a man who had a high reputation in the com-
munity, so they/he could afford to give her a copper ornament.

Individual no. 14

The lying of the 5-6-year-old child from Grave 14 reflects that the community intended to exp-
ress an archaeologically undefined aspect of his life, which they judged more important than
his gender. At the time of his death, he already owned a social persona, and his male relatives
might have been in the same situation in the community as the child’s family in Grave 1.
It cannot be excluded that they were related in some way.

Individual no. 38

In the case of this 54-58-year-old woman from Grave 38, the community aimed to express an-
other aspect of her life, not the biological sex, as in the case of the child in Grave 14. However,
her gender appeared through several limestone beads. Based on the pottery that was placed
next to her, she was a respected member of the community probably partly because of her old
age. The cribra orbitalia at both orbital roofs refers to her iron-deficiency probably caused by
insufficient diet, menstruation or a large amount of blood loss during childbirths that seem
reasonable considering her age. The loss of her teeth and dental caries means that her diet
consisted mainly of carbohydrate and sugar. According to the AMS date, she could not be the
mother of the child from Grave 14.

Individual no. 39

The 53-59-year-old man in Grave 39 might have had a high status in his community. This is
suggested mostly by his polished stone chisel, which is frequently linked with leading posi-
tion. His gender is expressed strongly through his lying and the objects in his grave. He pro-
bably gained high prestige during his life — for example as a hunter — because he received a
wild boar tusk. The copper bead suggests that he distinguished himself with his costume from
the other members of the community. He might have performed hard physical labour all his
lifetime, which caused the arthrosis and the spondylosis. As the woman from Grave 38, his
diet was also rich in carbohydrate and sugar, which is the reason why he had caries too. Based
on the AMS date, he could be the father of the child from Grave 14.
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Fig. 10. Grave 1: 1 - hollow-pedestalled goblet, 2 — tumbler.
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Fig. 11. Grave 1: 1 — tumbler, 2 — tumbler, 3 - jar.
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Fig. 12. Grave 1: 1 — beads, 2 — copper bracelet; Grave 14: 3 — copper bracelet.

202



Early Copper Age Graves from Polgar-Nagy-Kasziba

Fig. 13. Grave 38: 1 — tumbler, 2 — tumbler, 3 - jar.
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Fig. 14. Grave 38: 1 — bowl, 2 — tumbler, 3 - cup.
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Fig. 15. Grave 38: 1 - hollow-pedestalled bowl, 2 - flowerpot-like vase.
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Fig. 16. Grave 38: 1 — tumbler, 2 — hollow-pedestalled goblet.
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Fig. 17. Grave 38: 1 — jar, 2 — hollow-pedestalled globular vessel.
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Fig. 18. Grave 38: 1 — beads, 2 — beads.
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Fig. 19. Grave 39: 1 — hollow-pedestalled bowl, 2 — tumbler (The drawing was made by Katalin Nagy).
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Fig. 20. Grave 39: 1 — hollow-pedestalled goblet, 2 — jar.
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Fig. 21. Grave 39: 1 — jar, 2 — tumbler, 3 — jar.
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Fig. 22. Grave 39: 1 — tumbler, 2 — jar.
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Fig. 23. Grave 39: 1 - hollow-pedestalled vessel, 2 — tumbler.
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Fig. 24. Grave 39: 1 - antler, 2 — wild boar tusk.
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Fig. 25. Grave 39: 1 - swine’s mandible, 2 — domestic pig’s mandible.
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Fig. 26. Grave 39: 1 — chisel, 2 — chipped stone, 3 — chipped stone, 4 - chipped stone, 5 — chipped stone,
6 — chipped stone, 7 — copper bead, 8 — beads, 9 — beads, 10 — beads.
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