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El6sz6 — Foreword

Idén immar 12. alkalommal keriilt megrendezésre a Fiatal Romai Koros Kutatok Konferenciaja,
de az elhangzott el6adéasok irott (hagyomanyos, papir alapt) formaban torténé megjelenése
még sok esetben varat magara. Az elsd, 2006-ban tartott konferencia 6ta, melynek el6adasai
konyv formaban mar 2007-ben megjelentek, az utobbi idében az aktualis konferencia és a
kéziratok nyomdaba keriilése kozott igen hosszu id6 telt el. Ez tobb szempontbdl is hatranyos:
egyrészt elmarad az Gj kutatasi eredmények kozzététele, amik a technika gyors fejlédésének
koszonhetéen gyakran mar 1-2 év tavlatabol is elavultnak, tilhaladottnak szamitanak. Masrészt
csokkenhet a publikalasi kedv, ami a konferencian elhangzottak sztik korben maradasat vonja
maga utan, esetleg szinvonalcsokkenést is.

A 2006-ban indult kezdeményezés, miszerint a romai korral foglalkozo, kezdé kutatoknak
is szitkségiik van sajat forumra, bebizonyitotta, hogy életképes. Az elndki tisztséget betoltd
egyetemi oktatok, elismert szakemberek biztositjak a rendezvények szinvonalat, a ,fiatalok”
gyakorlatot szereznek az eléadasok készitése és prezentalasa valamint a publikalas terén is.
Eppen ezért is kifogasolhat6, hogy az elhangzottak nem ,napra készen” jelennek meg. Ezt
a ,hibat” igyeksziink most kikdszoriilni: jelen kotet nyomdaba keriilésével a FIROKONF-on
elhangzottak 2012-ig terjed6en (az I-VIL konferenciaig) nyomtatott verziéban is elérhetéek.
Célunk kivitelezéséhez hozzajarultak azok a kutatdk, akik ennyi év eltelte utan is biztak a
pozitiv végkifejletben és rendelkezésiinkre bocsatottak kézirataikat.

Remeéljiik, hogy a 2014 6ta tartott konferenciak szervezdi is optimistan allnak a manapsag mosto-
hagyerekként kezelt konyvkiadashoz és minél hamarabb megtalaljak a modjat a publikaciok
megjelentetésének.

A FiRKAK V. kotete két rendezvény eddig nem publikélt tanulmanyait adja kozre, emellett
szinesiti egy korabbi konferenciakotetb6l kimaradt kézirat, valamint Patay Pal Soproni Sandorra
emlékez6 rovid irasa, amivel Visegrad romai koranak jeles kutatoja el6tt szeretnénk tisztelegni.

Visegrad, 2018 aprilisaban

Boruzs Katalin
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Castra Bonaventura

PAL PATAY

,Sandor Soproni is indeed very fortunate!” — I heard this phrase from my colleagues frequently
back in the day.

sndeed he is”, - I answered them - ,because he does not wait helplessly that fortune found
him, but pursues it himself””

The same had happened in the case of the Gombospuszta burgus as well.

After the site surveys of the Csérsz team (Eva Garam, Sandor Soproni and myself), the outlines
of the earthwork system of the Hungarian Plain became known in quite detail by 1966, and at
the spring of 1967, we were ready to visit its remaining problematic sites and sections. On a
spring day, Soproni approached me with the information that the items No. 237/1875.1-3 in the
inventory of the Museum, identifying three Roman brick fragments, are enlisted to have been
found ,around Hatvan, close to the river Zagyva, below the vineyards in the neighborhood of
Pusztagombos”.

Roman bricks in the Barbaricum, 50 kilometres from the limes! He checked it on the map:
Gombos is located exactly in the line of the two known sections (the Galgaméacsa-Verseg and
the one between Tarna and Lasko) of the Danube-Tisza Interfluve’s Csorsz ditch. There is no
known ditch section at the 50 km wide area between the two known ones. Is it possible that
the finds are related to the Csorsz ditch? We should examine the location where the bricks

were found!

The site was not completely unknown for me. During my actual military service, we were
drilling here in the August of 1936. At the time, Gombos was big a manorial farmland along
the driveway between Hatvan and Lérinc. I also knew that after 1945 it became a state farm. I
liked the idea: we acquired a car from the Directorate of the Museum and hit the road on a
beautiful spring day.

But where were the vineyards around Gombos in 18757 At the end of the 19th century, the
vineyards must have perished after the great phylloxera louse. We were fortunate enough
to find a sheet of the IIrd military landsurveys, published in the 1870s, among the maps of
the Archaeology Department. This map indicated the location of the vineyards at the site in
question — so we had something to start the site survey with.

The map did not indicate vineyards between Gombos and the houses of Hatvan below the
Strazsa hill, next to the driveway leading to Lérinc, so we did not even stop there. We only
stopped on the side of Gombos that was close to the powerhouse at Lérinc. But we explored
the site in vain, as even at those areas that had no vineyards according to the map, we have not
found a thing. The inventory stated ,close to the river Zagyva”; so we went to the fields at
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PAL PATAY

the plains of the valley, located on the other side of the road, close to the Zagyva, but nothing!
After rambling for about one and a half — two hours, declaring our efforts resultless, we settled
in the car. Let’s go home!

Yet, as we were approaching the houses at the outskirts of Hatvan, Soproni wanted to stop.
,Let’s ask people living here, perhaps they know something.”
,What for?” I said. ,This is Hatvan, not Gombos!”

But he insisted and stepped out of the car. Eventually, in the door of the first house, there was
an elderly man standing. Soproni asked him if he knew a place around at the fields where
spades and spuds would turn out stones or pieces of pottery from the soil? (The soil in this
area is completely stoneless.)

The man reached his arm, pointing at a spot covered in sprit between his house and Gombos.

»We took this piece of land in lease before the war. In the spot with that small hump in the
sowing, the plough turned out stones from the ground all the time."

Hearing these words, I also jumped out of the car. As we were approaching the pointed spot
in the sowing, Soproni suddenly stopped, reached to the ground and took something into his
hand: it was a stamped Roman brick fragment!

How fortunate Soproni is, indeed!

He implemented the site into his work plan, and between 18-22 September, he excavated the
foundations of the burgus that had once stood there.!

However, Gombospuszta became an army base in the meantime. The find-spot was about
100 metres from the fences of the base. At the time, it was common knowledge that the
Army did not like people roaming around military bases or carrying out work without their
acknowledgement. Perhaps these people were covering up for espionage! Therefore, before
the excavation was getting started, Soproni checked in with the commander of the army base.
Comrade Major Bonaventura Nagy received him kindly, he did not take any objections against
the excavation, moreover, he even visited the site one day.

Soproni was much entertained by the fact that altough official propaganda constantly stressed
the importance of fight against ,clerical reaction,” a higher rank officer of the ,,democratic”
Hungarian army had a very ,clerical” sounding name. The name Bonaventura returned to his
thougths on a regular basis. As a joke-loving man, he noted on the meticulously kept site plan:
Castra Bonaventura (camp Bonaventura).

As participated in the localization of the spot myself, I also wanted to see the excavation,
therefore, I visited the site (in the company of Eva Garam) one day. For the midday break, we
went to the shades of the trees standing along the driveway. On our way back to the workplace,
we took a different path, going around the house next to the road, crossing its small garden
planted with potatoes. As we were walking between the potato beds, Soproni lifted something
from the ground again: it was also a fragment of a Roman brick! (The excavation that had

1 S.Sopront: Kés6 romai katonai 6rallomas Hatvan-Gombospusztan. (A late Roman military base at Hatvan-
Gombospuszta.) Dolgozatok Heves megye multjabol. (Studies from the past of Heves county.) 1970, 17-28.
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Castra Bonaventura

been carried out between 23-28 September, 1968 revealed the foundations of another building,
located outside of the ring wall of the burgus.)

Soproni went fortunate again!

Furthermore, a correspondant of the local newspaper from Eger visited the site claiming that
he wanted to write an article about the excavation for the newspaper. Soproni — with the plan
in his hand - gave a detailed outlook of the ongoing works, about their importance and about
the watchtower itself. Next day, a half-page long article was published in the newspaper, with
the title printed in huge letters: Castra Bonaventura.

I do not know if Comrade Major Nagy saw the newspaper or not. If he did: maybe he was even
glad that the Roman watchtower had the same name as himself.
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