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El6sz6 — Foreword

Idén immar 12. alkalommal keriilt megrendezésre a Fiatal Romai Koros Kutatok Konferenciaja,
de az elhangzott el6adéasok irott (hagyomanyos, papir alapt) formaban torténé megjelenése
még sok esetben varat magara. Az elsd, 2006-ban tartott konferencia 6ta, melynek el6adasai
konyv formaban mar 2007-ben megjelentek, az utobbi idében az aktualis konferencia és a
kéziratok nyomdaba keriilése kozott igen hosszu id6 telt el. Ez tobb szempontbdl is hatranyos:
egyrészt elmarad az Gj kutatasi eredmények kozzététele, amik a technika gyors fejlédésének
koszonhetéen gyakran mar 1-2 év tavlatabol is elavultnak, tilhaladottnak szamitanak. Masrészt
csokkenhet a publikalasi kedv, ami a konferencian elhangzottak sztik korben maradasat vonja
maga utan, esetleg szinvonalcsokkenést is.

A 2006-ban indult kezdeményezés, miszerint a romai korral foglalkozo, kezdé kutatoknak
is szitkségiik van sajat forumra, bebizonyitotta, hogy életképes. Az elndki tisztséget betoltd
egyetemi oktatok, elismert szakemberek biztositjak a rendezvények szinvonalat, a ,fiatalok”
gyakorlatot szereznek az eléadasok készitése és prezentalasa valamint a publikalas terén is.
Eppen ezért is kifogasolhat6, hogy az elhangzottak nem ,napra készen” jelennek meg. Ezt
a ,hibat” igyeksziink most kikdszoriilni: jelen kotet nyomdaba keriilésével a FIROKONF-on
elhangzottak 2012-ig terjed6en (az I-VIL konferenciaig) nyomtatott verziéban is elérhetéek.
Célunk kivitelezéséhez hozzajarultak azok a kutatdk, akik ennyi év eltelte utan is biztak a
pozitiv végkifejletben és rendelkezésiinkre bocsatottak kézirataikat.

Remeéljiik, hogy a 2014 6ta tartott konferenciak szervezdi is optimistan allnak a manapsag mosto-
hagyerekként kezelt konyvkiadashoz és minél hamarabb megtalaljak a modjat a publikaciok
megjelentetésének.

A FiRKAK V. kotete két rendezvény eddig nem publikélt tanulmanyait adja kozre, emellett
szinesiti egy korabbi konferenciakotetb6l kimaradt kézirat, valamint Patay Pal Soproni Sandorra
emlékez6 rovid irasa, amivel Visegrad romai koranak jeles kutatoja el6tt szeretnénk tisztelegni.

Visegrad, 2018 aprilisaban

Boruzs Katalin



Papers presented at the conferences
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ToOTH Istvan Zsolt: Beszamol6 a Pécs Janus Pannonius u. 10. (Rozsakert) teriiletén végzett 2010.
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6™ Conference for Young Researchers of Roman Age
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Hopr Attila: Adatok a savariai Isis-szentély épitéstorténetéhez

BaLAzs Péter: A savariai Iseum kutja

SoszTAriTs Otté — A savariai Iseum

TiMAR Lorinc: Térszervezés a romai lakohazépitészetben

Horti Gabor: A Romai Birodalom hatarvédelmének mélységi tagozddasa, kérdések és prob-
lémak
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Sandor Soproni, Researcher of the Roman era of Visegrad

PETER GROF

King Matthias Museum of the
Hungarian National Museum, Visegrad
grofpeter@visegradmuzeum.hu

Among the diverse professional profiles of a classical archaeologist, an epigraphist, and a
museologist, Sandor Soproni (1926-1995) earned his most indefeasible merits, as well as
national and international academic recognition with his research of the Roman limes of the
Danube bend. His early career was already connected to the Danube bend, more closely, to his
native town, Szentendre. In 1951, at the age of 25, he took office as a director of the Museum
of Szentendre. The rich artistic life of the town and its historical traditions presented a real
challenge, not to mention the truly hard circumstances in which the young professional had to
manage the museum successfully. However, he had proven to be fortunate already at his first
excavations, as at the excavation of a copper age cemetery at the Luppa tavern in Budakalasz

(1952-1961), he discovered a since then world-renowned clay cart model. (Fig. 1).!

Fig. 1. Sandor Soproni (on the left) at the excavation of the cemetery at Budakalasz, 1953.

1 About Sandor Soproni’s years at Szentendre: IKVAINE 2004.

DissArcH Supplementum 1. 257-263. DOI: 10.17204/dissarch.suppl1.257



Péter GROF

From 1951 until his death, Soproni was faith-
fully and devotedly committed to the research
of the section of the Roman border defence
system between Esztergom (Solva) and Szen-
tendre (Ulcisia) (Fig. 2). Within the research
of this section, he is renowned for the ex-
tensive exploration of a fortification within
Visegrad (Sibrik hill), the complete excava-
tion of two watchtowers (Kébanya, Varkert),
the sondage survey of watchtower II at Szent-
gyorgypuszta, and for the localization of the
Roman objects from the archaeological sites
at Gizellamajor, the port of Nagymaros, Kisvil-
lam and Szentgyorgypuszta I. Sandor Soproni

initiated the research of the history of Viseg-
rad in the Roman age (Fig. 3). By making his

Fig. 2. At the excavation of Watchtower 1. at Pilis-
mardét, 1959. Sandor Soproni is at the center, in a

results public at national and international
barret. conferences, as well as in Hungarian and for-

eign publications, he called the attention of
scholars and of the interested public to the significance of the Danube bend limes.? On account
of the XIth International Limes Congress, which was organized in 1976 in Hungary, he pre-
sented the finds and objects of his excavations of 25 years at the temporary exhibition ,Roman
fortification system in the Danube bend” in the Salamon tower of the King Matthias Museum
(Matyas Kiraly Mizeum) at Visegrad.

His activities related to Visegrad were started with
the excavation of the fortification at Sibrik in 1951.

]

The research of the late Roman castrum was impor-
tant not only from the perspective of the Roman
era history of the Danube bend, but also because it
initiated the exploration of the county seat and the
comes palace of Visegrad that were founded by Saint
Stephen. The most important local supporter of San-
dor Soproni’s activities at Visegrad was Miklos Héjj
(1922-1996), the director of the Visegrad Museum.
Besides him, Soproni cooperated with prominent fig-
ures of Hungarian archaeology, such as Istvan Méri
(1911-1976) and Julia Kovalovszki (1931-2014).

79

Sandor Soproni, or as most people knew him, ,Jend”,
was one of the most well-known and beloved figures

of Hungarian archaeology thanks to his endearing

Fig. 3. In the courtyard of the Museum of and humor-loving personality.
Visegrad, 1953.

2 About Sandor Soproni’s archaeological research of the Danube bend and publication of the results, see TOTH
1996a.
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Sandor Soproni, Researcher of the Roman era of Visegrad

I personally had a chance to get to know him better at the time of the construction of the water-
works at B6s-Nagymaros, an investment that was a threat both for archaeological sites and the
Danube bend. Eventually, my colleague Daniel Groh and myself were carrying out the excava-
tions at the Visegrad section of the Danube bend before the beginning of the construction works.
Within the period from the Paleolithic to the Arpadian era, unknown objects and phenomena
came to light from the Roman period: watchtower No. 1. and a 2nd-3rd century cremation burial
site at Lepence, a late Roman fortification and cemetery at Gizellamajor, and during the site
rehabilitation works after the halt of the investment, watchtower No. 2. at Lepence.’

On 10 January 1989, we participated in a strange site survey together. We were making
explorations in the excavation pit of the round dam built on the Nagymaros side, at the most
important ,artefact” of the power station in construction. The participants of the survey were
myself and Déniel Groh from the local institution in charge, i. e. the Museum of Visegrad, and
besides Sandor Soproni, the professional team of the Hungarian National Museum consisted
of Zsuzsa Lovag and Piroska Biczo6 (Fig. 4). As the Museum of Visegrad has a considerable
collection of finds from Danube dredgings, varying on the timescale from a stone axe to a
Singer sewing machine, we started the survey of the moon-like site with seroius hopes and
a metal detector in the foggy winter weather. The results were more than devastating. As I
articulated in the report about the site survey:

Fig. 4. Sandor Soproni visiting the excavation pit at Nagymaros, 10 January 1988.

3 A short summary of the research and the results of late Roman remains of Visegrad, with further literature,
Boruzs 2011; GROF — GROH 2011.
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Péter GROF

Fig. 5. A letter of Sandor Soproni to Déniel Groh and Péter Grof, 18 August 1995.




Sandor Soproni, Researcher of the Roman era of Visegrad

»The river bed has a varied surface, covered with rock pieces emerging like islands at the Maros
side. The stony, gravelly bed is covered with 20-40 cm deep water on a big surface, which
is frozen at some parts. At the side of the Danube, there is squashy, greyish-blackish mud.
There are only 6-8 anchors, a cable, a few rusty boxes at the whole site, the only find is an iron
hammer head.™

The explanation for this is that the river of strong current, after speeding up in the gorge,
brushed off the alluvial layer and the finds alike from the rocky ground.

The next important step of the excavations preceding the waterworks investment was the most
prominent object of the Visegrad limes section: the fortification of Gizellamajor. Here as well,
we started to study the site on the basis of Sandor Soproni’s observations and finds (Roman
mortar, brick fragment) at his site surveys in 1964. He visited our excavations on multiple
occasions, and helped us with his observations and advice. In the last year of his life, 1995, we
were happy to give him an account about the construction board and statue find that were
discovered during the excavations of the watchtower of Lepence. Because of his health, he was
not able to visit Visegrad on a regular basis anymore, however, his involvement in the works
can be demonstrated by his letters (Fig. 5).

His talk ,Neue valentinianische Bauinschrift am pannonischen Limes” at the international
»In memoriam Andras Alfoldi” conference held between 14-17 September 1995 in Veszprém,
the last professional performance of his life, was also about Visegrad, more closely, about the
construction inscription of the watchtower at Lepence.

Besides his research on the Danube bend, Sandor Soproni also participated in the study of the
linear ditches of the Hungarian plain, together with Eva Garam and Pal Patay (Fig. 6).°

Fig. 6. At the site survey of the Csorsz ditch.

4 GROF 1988.
5 Their cooperation on the line of the Csorsz ditch is commemorated in this volume by a short paper by Pal
Patay, the doyen of Hungarian Archaeology.
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Péter GROF

Soproni started the excavations of one of the most prominent inner fortifications of Valeria,
i.e., the fort of Alséhetény in the 1960s. In the 90s, he participated in the research of the
Roman bridge head at Bolcske. Besides studying the limes, he was dealing with Roman stone
relics with inscriptions as historical sources, and also with the geographical and settlement
relations of ancient Pannonia. He was an author of the fifth volume of the series ,Die romische
Inschriften Ungarns” publishing Roman stones with inscriptions from Szentendre and its
surroundings (Fig. 7).

Fig. 7. At one of the tombstones of the Roman  Fig. 8. Sandor Soproni at the excavations of the

Lapidary at Szentendre, 1974. cemetery at Visegrad-Dios, 1989.

Between 1961 and 1976, he was working in the Roman Collection of the Hungarian National
Museum, and between 1975 and 1982, he was the director of the Central Archaeological Library.

He earned his academic degree in 1973, and became a Doctor in Historical Studies in 1981.
His knowledge and expertise were transmitted to younger generations at the archaeological
departments of the universities of Budapest and Szeged, his academic results were published in
two monographs, numerous scolarly papers, articles intended for wider public and lectures.
He was the secretary, and later, until his death, the vice president of the Society of Hungarian
Archaeologists and Art Historians. In accordance with the decision of the Society’s committee,
he has been awarded the Balint Kuzsinszky and the Floris Romer medals. He became a
corresponding member of the German Archaeological Institute, and a corresponding, and later
a full member of the Austrian Archaeological Institute. To honor his three-decade long service,
he has been awarded the Ferenc Széchényi medal, the most prestigious award of the Hungarian
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Sandor Soproni, Researcher of the Roman era of Visegrad

National Museum.® In 2014, Sandor Soproni, archaeologist and museum director, has been
voted to receive posthumously the Pro Urbe prize of the town of Szentendre.

On 29 October 2014, the King Matthias Museum (Matyas Kiraly Mazeum) of the Hungarian
National Museum organized a conference in the royal palace of Visegrad in the honor of Sandor
Soproni. Pal Patay commemorated the research of the Csorsz ditch, Zsolt Mrav addressed the
exploration of the late Roman fortifications of the Danube bend, Melinda Torbagyi was talking
about memories of the excavations she carried out together with Sandor Soproni, Dénes Gabler
introduced the terra sigillata material from the settlement at Visegrad-Lepence from the early
Roman imperial period, and Katalin Boruzs gave an account of recent results of the Roman
age research at the Visegrad-Lepence site. Péter Grof was talking about the excavations of
the late Roman cemetery at Visegrad-Dios, Daniel Groh discussed early Christian memories
of the cemetery. The Sandor Soproni memorial exhibition was opened by Matyas Széke, his
former colleague, the director of the museum, who also recalled memories of the times they
were working together.

The oeuvre and memory of Sandor Soproni are part of the past and the present of the Museum
of Visegrad, from scholarly and human point of views alike (Fig. 8). From many perspectives,
the research of the Roman memories of Visegras is based on Soproni’s results to this day. The
excavation works, sondages, and site localizations he initiated, keep us occupied with future
tasks as well.
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