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El6sz6 — Foreword

Idén immar 12. alkalommal keriilt megrendezésre a Fiatal Romai Koros Kutatok Konferenciaja,
de az elhangzott el6adéasok irott (hagyomanyos, papir alapt) formaban torténé megjelenése
még sok esetben varat magara. Az elsd, 2006-ban tartott konferencia 6ta, melynek el6adasai
konyv formaban mar 2007-ben megjelentek, az utobbi idében az aktualis konferencia és a
kéziratok nyomdaba keriilése kozott igen hosszu id6 telt el. Ez tobb szempontbdl is hatranyos:
egyrészt elmarad az Gj kutatasi eredmények kozzététele, amik a technika gyors fejlédésének
koszonhetéen gyakran mar 1-2 év tavlatabol is elavultnak, tilhaladottnak szamitanak. Masrészt
csokkenhet a publikalasi kedv, ami a konferencian elhangzottak sztik korben maradasat vonja
maga utan, esetleg szinvonalcsokkenést is.

A 2006-ban indult kezdeményezés, miszerint a romai korral foglalkozo, kezdé kutatoknak
is szitkségiik van sajat forumra, bebizonyitotta, hogy életképes. Az elndki tisztséget betoltd
egyetemi oktatok, elismert szakemberek biztositjak a rendezvények szinvonalat, a ,fiatalok”
gyakorlatot szereznek az eléadasok készitése és prezentalasa valamint a publikalas terén is.
Eppen ezért is kifogasolhat6, hogy az elhangzottak nem ,napra készen” jelennek meg. Ezt
a ,hibat” igyeksziink most kikdszoriilni: jelen kotet nyomdaba keriilésével a FIROKONF-on
elhangzottak 2012-ig terjed6en (az I-VIL konferenciaig) nyomtatott verziéban is elérhetéek.
Célunk kivitelezéséhez hozzajarultak azok a kutatdk, akik ennyi év eltelte utan is biztak a
pozitiv végkifejletben és rendelkezésiinkre bocsatottak kézirataikat.

Remeéljiik, hogy a 2014 6ta tartott konferenciak szervezdi is optimistan allnak a manapsag mosto-
hagyerekként kezelt konyvkiadashoz és minél hamarabb megtalaljak a modjat a publikaciok
megjelentetésének.

A FiRKAK V. kotete két rendezvény eddig nem publikélt tanulmanyait adja kozre, emellett
szinesiti egy korabbi konferenciakotetb6l kimaradt kézirat, valamint Patay Pal Soproni Sandorra
emlékez6 rovid irasa, amivel Visegrad romai koranak jeles kutatoja el6tt szeretnénk tisztelegni.

Visegrad, 2018 aprilisaban

Boruzs Katalin
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A fragmented plate with a Latin inscription from Bakonya
(Baranya county, Hungary)

NANDOR AGOCS ISTVAN GERGO FARKAS

Eo6tvos Lorand University farkas.istvan.gergo@gmail.com

agocs.nandor@gmail.com Pazirik Informatics Ltd.
Zusammenfassung

Bei Ackerbestellungen wurden im September 2012 in der Nihe von Bakonya (Komitat Baranya) Fragmente
einer Inschriftentafel (Inv.: 2013.R.1) gefunden. Eine Privatperson hat die vier zusammenpassende Stiicke
dem Janus Pannonius Museum geschenkt. Nach seiner Aussage sind die Fragmente in der Nihe des Horreum
der romischen Villa in Bakonya zum Vorschein gekommen. Die Mitarbeiter des Museums haben bei dem
angegebenden Fundort im September 2012 Feldbegehungen durchgefiihrt, aber keine weiteren Fragmente
gefunden. Die Fragmente bilden den oberen rechten Teil der ehemaligen Tafel und haben eine GrofSe von
(22)x(13)x5 cm. Das Material ist aus qualitativem Kalkstein, die Bruchflichen sind kristallisch und weif3. Die
Bruchflichen deuten darauf hin, dass die vier Fragmente als Ganzes zusammen abgebrochen sind und spiter,
bedingt durch neuzeitliche Ackerbestellungen, in die heutigen bekannten vier Stiicke zerbrochen sind. Die
Riickseite, die Nebenseiten und das Schriftfeld sind sind glatt poliert, die Ecken sind leicht verwittert. Von der
Inschrift sind die ersten drei Zeilen erhalten geblieben. Die Buchstaben sind fein eingraviert und gut lesbar, die
Inschrift zeigt ein einheitliches Bild. Spuren von roter Farbe sind stellenweise zu erkennen. Die Buchstabenhohe
in der ersten Reihe betrdagt 3,5 cm und in der zweiten und (vermutlich) in der dritten Reihe 2,6cm. Am Ende
der ersten und zweiten Zeile befinden sich dreieckformige Interpunktionen.Das Schrififeld weist eine doppelte
Profilierung auf, seine Fldiche ist glatt poliert. Die Originalmafe des Schriftfeldes waren ungefdahr 40x50cm.
In Gebieten von pannonischen Villen sind bisher nur wenige Kaiserinschriften gefunden wurden, bzw. sind
bisher bekannt, weshalb hier eine sekunddre Verwendung der Inschrift vermutet werden kann. Die Tafel wurde
(irgendwann) zwischen 193 und 211 n.Chr. zu Ehren des Kaisers Septimius Severus gefertigt. Nach ihren Maflen
zu urteilen hat die Tafel zu einem kleinen Gebdude, oder zu einer Statue gehort. Der Text kann folgendermafSen
rekonstruiert werden: [Pro sal(ute) Imp(eratoris)] Caes(aris) | [L(uci) Septimi Severi Pii Per| t{e]'<i>nac(is) |

[Aug(usti) —] ex | [—].

Circumstances of discovery

In September 2012, fragments of a building inscription were unearthed during tillage in the
vicinity of Bakonya in Baranya county, Hungary. The finder donated the four matching
fragments to the Janus Pannonius Museum in Pécs where it was entered into inventory (Inv.
Nr. 2013.R.1).! His verbal account attests that he discovered the fragments in the vicinity of
the horreum of the Roman villa near Bakonya.? During the course of the same month, the
colleagues of the museum conducted a field survey on the findspot of the slate, which however,
yielded no further finds.

1 We would like to extend our sincere gratitude to Olivér Gabor (JPM) for his kind help in the publication of
this plate and to Monika Reining for revising the German translation of the abstract.

2 For the research history of Pannonian villas see: Kiss 1971, 21; BURGER — FULEP 1979, 281; Visy 1994, 447,
GABOR 2005, 420-422.

DissArcH Supplementum 1. 113-116. DOI: 10.17204/dissarch.suppl1.113



NANDOR AGOCS — ISTVAN GERGO FARKAS

Fig. 1. Fragments of the inscribed plate.
Abb. 1. Die Fragmente der Inschriftentafel.

The inscription carrier

The four fragments made the top right corner of a plate, their overall size is (22) x (13) x 5 cm.
Their surfaces suggest that they were broken off together and were fractured into the presently
known four pieces recently, possibly due to modern agricultural activity. The inscription carrier
is porous limestone of good quality, its fractures are crystalline white. The facade, sides and
back of the plate are carefully processed, smoothed. The corners are slightly worn. Letters
from the first three lines of the inscription are discernible. The letters were carefully executed,
they are easy to read and the inscription displays a uniform design. The height of letters and
their distance to each other within distinct lines is orderly, some letters display signs of red
painting. The letters and 3.5 cm high in the first line, and 2.6 in the second and presumably in
the third too. The first two lines are concluded with triangular interpunctions. The surface of
the inscription field is levelled, enclosed with a double frame.

The following letters remained of the inscription of the plate:

CAES - | "TENAC .| EX | [---—].
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A fragmented plate with a Latin inscription from Bakonya (Baranya county, Hungary)

The interpretation of the inscription

The original size of the inscription field can be reconstructed as 40 x 50 cm. A mere eleven letters
of the inscription are visible presently, which calls for the need to consider several possibilities
for its interpretation. The use of the letter group CAES of the first line is well defined in the
Latin epigraphical material: mostly it occurs as part of an imperial titulature, occasionally as
part of a personal name® and in a negligible amount of inscriptions, as abbreviation of the
term caesura.! For this reason, this plate carried most likely an imperial inscription. The group
of letters " TE 'NAC of the second line should be interpreted as the sing. gen. form of the
cognomen Pertinax. The variant Pertenax (sic!) is well documented on the epigraphical material
of the Danubian provinces, thus should be considered a local glossal peculiarity rather than
a scribal error.” The cognomen Pertinax can be related to two Emperors, P. Helvius Pertinax
and his successor, L. Septimius Severus, with the latter having appeared on more inscriptions.
On the present inscription, it should be interpreted as part of the imperial title, namely the
cognomen of L. Septimius Severus.® The fixed wording of the Emperor’s imperial titulature
implies the presence of approximately seven characters before the imperial name, which based
on prevalence, could be one of the terms pro salute (PRO SAL) or in honorem domus divinae (IN
H D D). Of the third line of the inscription only the word ex could be restored. It is certain that
one should consider it a stand-alone word as no signs of any other letters are discernible to
either side of it. The word ex may have been related to the circumstances of the plate’s setup or
may have been given details about the building or statue base it was placed upon, e.g. ’ex voto’,
’ex pecunia sua’, ’ex solo’, ’ex volunta’, ’ex igne consumpto’ etc. General practice implies that
the missing part of the text included the name and possibly the rank of the dedicator. There
is not enough space following Emperor Septimius Severus’ imperial titulature to allow the
restoration of a second imperial person (coregent) coherent with the term ex, thus the word
in question most likely was related to the dedicator. The term ex was preceded by name and
followed by the rank or office of the individual who ordered the plate.”

Based on the evidence presented above, the plate was set up in honour of Emperor Septimius
Severus in the years between AD 193 and 211. Its size suggests that it was placed upon the
facade of a minor edifice or a statue base,? its text can be reconstructed in the following manner:’

[Pro sal(ute) Imp(eratoris)] Caes(aris) | [L(uci) Septimi Severi Pii Per|" t{e} '<i>nac(is) | [Aug(usti)

—] ex| [,

Only a few instances of imperial inscriptions are known to have originated from Roman
homesteads, thus it is more likely that the present plate was transported to the villa near
Bakonya secondarily.!

See: Mécsy 1959, 152; BARKOCzI 1964, 301-307; OPEL 2, 19-20.

E.g. AE 1994, 1861.

CIL 3, 1685; CIL 3, 5156a; AE 1922, 41; AE 1957, 21; AE 1962, 298; AE 1988, 995.

KIENAST 1996, 156-159.

AE 1966, 347; AE 1911, 97; AE 1974, 571; AE 2010, 1419; AE 1982, 781.

See: TRHR 195; RIU 4, 966.

Instead of pro salute, the abbreviation of the term in honorem domus divinae could be restored with equal
plausibility.

10 See: THOMAS 1964.

O 0 N N Ul W
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Fig. 2. A possible completion of the inscription.
Abb. 2. Eine mogliche Erganzung der Inschriften.
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