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Oppida have not been identified so far in the Körös Region, although results of the Late Iron 
Age settlement system indicate certain degree of centralisation processes. Accomplishment of 
the “Iron Age farmstead-forming process” detected in the Körös Region can be traced in other 
Hungarian regions, as well as in other Central and Western European areas in the Iron Age. 
It is generally argued that Hungarian open settlements dated to the LT B1–C1/C2 period are 
small, characterised by village-like character (farmsteads, smaller villages), their site structure 
is built up by a few number of houses in sporadic pattern, and had been established near fresh-
waters, and thread linearly along rivers, on low hilltops and terraces. 

One can detect two central settlement clusters (those of Gyoma and Gyula) in the main hab-
itation territory of the clustered linear settlement system in the border zone between the 
Maros Fan and the Körös Region, whose locations are of strategic importance (Fig. 10). The 
cluster at Gyula is located at the confluence of the Sebes Körös and the Kettős Körös Rivers, 
as well as in the intersection of the loess ridge and the riparian area. Its central role is proved 
by the presence of Celtic cemeteries discovered26 in its neighbourhood and the significantly 
intensive settlements (Gyomandrőd-Tari-tanya) characterised by an internal settlement struc-
ture typical of the LTB2–C1 period. Beside the diminishing number of (2 pcs) settlement clus-
ters holding central and leading role, habitations of far less extensive farmsteads or hamlets 

26	 Maráz 1977; Maráz 1981. 

Fig. 9. 3D photogrammetry and reconstruction drawing of the La Tène building in Békésszentandrás 
(photo and graphic: G. Bóka).
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(Békésszentandrás-Homok-hát-dűlő) became representative of the settlement system in the 
Körös Region (Fig. 9). This process assumes social differentiation, a shift from the heterarchical 
model of settlement structure toward a hierarchical one, and the spread of a dual economic 
model, whose fundamentals are as much the loess ridge, as the population of the Körös Re-
gion, as well as the exploitation of the available natural resources, and their economic and 
social utilisability.

Fig. 10. Settlement clusters around medium-intensity settlements (La Tène culture).
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