ex Instituto Archaeologico Universitatis de Rolando E6tvds nominatae

DISSERTATIONES ARCHAEOLOGICAE

Ser. 3. No. 1. | 2013




DISSERTATIONES ARCHAEOLOGICAE

ex Instituto Archaeologico
Universitatis de Rolando Eotvds nominatae
Ser. 3. No. 1.

Budapest 2013



Dissertationes Archaeologicae ex Instituto Archaeologico
Universitatis de Rolando E6tvos nominatae
Ser. 3. No. 1.

Editor-in-chief:
DAvIiD BARTUS

Editorial board:
LAsz1.6 BARTOSIEWICZ
LAszL6 BOrRHY
IsTvAN FELD
GABOR KaLLA
PAL RAczKY
MIKLOS SZABO
TivADAR VIDA

Technical editors:
DAvID BARTUS
GABOR VAczI
ANDRAS BODOCS

Proofreading:
ZSOF1IA KONDE
SZILVIA SZOLLOSI

Available online at http://dissarch.elte.hu
Contact: dissarch@btk.elte.hu

PKP

PUBLIC
KNOWLEDGE
PROJECT

© Eotvos Lorand University, Institute of Archaeological Sciences
Budapest 2013



CONTENTS

ARTICLES

Melinda TorBAGYI — Istvan VIDA 7
The coin hoard of Abasar

Aniké Bozsa 21
Roman mirrors from a private collection in the Hungarian National Museum

Lajos JunAsz 45
The Biesheim cameo — a reinterpretation

METHODS

Péter CsipPAN 53
Az allatcsont, mint informaciohordozo leletanyag

Kata DEval 85
Terminologiai alapfogalmak régészeti koru iivegtargyak elemzéséhez

Lérinc TIMAR — Zoltan CzAjLIK — Sandor PuszTa — Balazs HoLL 113
3D reconstructions using GPR data at the Mont Beuvray

FIELD REPORTS

Zsolt MESTER 121
Excavation at a new Upper Palaeolithic site of the Eger region (Northern Hungary)

Laszl6 Boruy — David BArTUS — Emese SzZAMADO 129
Short report on the excavations at Brigetio (Szény-Vasartér) in 2013

Dénes HuLLAM — Zsofia RAcz 141
Report on the participation of the Eétvés Lorand University at the Wielbark Archaeological

Field School in Malbork-Wielbark, Poland

Gabor VAczi - David BARTUS 147
Short report on the excavations at the site Maké — Igasi Ugar

Maxim MORDOVIN 153
Short report on the excavations in 2013 of the Department of Hungarian Medieval

and Early Modern Archaeology (Eotvis Lorand University, Budapest)

THESIS ABSTRACTS

Kitti KOHLER 179

Biological reconstruction of the Late Neolithic Lengyel Culture



Gabor VAczi 205
Cultural connections and interactions of Eastern Transdanubia during the Urnfield period

Orsolya LANG 231
Urban problems in the civil town of Aquincum: the so-called ,,northern band”

Nikoletta SEY 251
Questions of bronze workshops in Roman Pannonia

Kata DEvAl 259
Glass vessels from Late Roman times found in graves in the Hungarian part of Pannonia

Eszter HORVATH 275
Gemstone and glass inlaid fine metalwork from the Carpathian Basin:

the Hunnic and Early Merovingian Periods

Gergely SZENTHE 303
Vegetal ornaments in the Late Avar decorative art

Péter LANGO 321
Relations between the Carpathian Basin and South East Europe during the 10th century.

The evidence of the minor objects

Ciprian HorvATH 331
The Cemeteries and Grave Finds of Gy6r and Moson Counties from the Time

of the Hungarian Conquest and the Early Arpadian Age

Andras SOFALVI 339

The border- and self-defence of Szeklers from the Medieval Age till the Age of Principality.
Castles and other defence objects in the settlement history of Udvarhelyszék



Excavation at a new Upper Palaeolithic site
of the Eger region (Northern Hungary)

Z.SOLT MESTER

Institute of Archaeological Sciences
Eétvés Lorand University
mester.zsolt@btk.elte.hu

Abstract

In August 2013, a new site was excavated on the top of Gyilkos Hill at Andornaktalya, near Eger (Northern
Hungary). This investigation belongs to a Polish—-Hungarian research collaboration in the frame of which
four Palaeolithic sites were excavated in the Eger region since 2002. The knapped industry collected at An-
dornaktalya-Gyilkos site can be attributed to the Early Upper Palaeolithic Aurignacian culture.

Eger and its region are well known by the wines and the historical castle of the town. Al-
though the eponymous tell settlement of the Middle Bronze Age Fiizesabony culture is lo-
cated a few kilometers to the south from Eger, our knowledge on the Prehistory of the re-
gion was very restricted until the last fifteen years. This situation changed thanks to the
preventive archaeological excavations which unearthed several Neolithic settlements related
to the construction of the M3 motorway, such as Fiizesabony-Gubakut.! Concerning older
Prehistoric periods, Palaeolithic research in the first half of the 20th century focused on the
caves of the neighbouring Bikk Mountains.? In the foothill area named “Biikkalja” near
Eger, only five sites were registered in 1975, three of them were excavated too.? These sites
were considered as belonging to the so-called Eger culture dated to the Mesolithic.* Due to
field surveys, the number of discovered sites increased considerably in the next twenty-five
years (Fig. 1). In 1984, L. Fodor published hundreds of knapped stone artefacts coming from
11 open-air sites between Demjén and Ostoros villages.® In 2006 in his MA thesis, K. Zandler
studied 19 Palaeolithic sites from the same territory.°

Since 2002, new excavations were carried out in the frame of a Polish-Hungarian research
collaboration. These investigations focused on open-air sites which yielded important lithic
assemblages collected on the surface: Andornaktalya-Zugé’ in 2002 and 2004, Egerszalok-
Kévagd® in 2006 and Eger-K6poros® in 2009. The archaeological material from these sites ex-
clusively consists of knapped stone artefacts because bone remains were not preserved.
From a stratigraphic point of view, lithic artefacts were found in sediments dated to the Inter-

1 DomBOROCZKI 2001; 2003.

2 KaADIC 1934, 15-83; VERTES 1965.

3 Dosost 1975, 68-70.

4 Later, the unexistence of this culture was demonstrated by several scholars. For an overview of the problem see
KozrowsKI ET AL. 2012, 408—410.

5 FopoR 1984.

6 ZANDLER 2006; 2012.

7 Kozrowski — MESTER 2003-2004; BUDEK — KALICKI 2003—-2004.

8 KozLOwsKI ET AL. 2009.

9 KOZLOWSKI ET AL. 2012.
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pleniglacial period (OIS 3) of the last (Weichselian) glacial.'® Based on technological and ty-
pological arguments, the industry of Andornaktalya-Zug6 can be attributed to the Late Au-
rignacian culture, while assemblages of Egerszalok-K6vago and of Eger-K6poros can be as-
sociated to several cultural units of the Late Middle and Early Upper Palaeolithic.

Gyilkos-tet6 is a large hill with east-west orientation, to the east from Andornaktalya vil-
lage (Fig. 2). According to the field observations by K. Zandler and S. Béres who have sur-
veyed the site, artifacts can be found in the vineyard covering the hilltop. In August 2013, an
excavation was undertaken by the Dobd Istvan Castle Museum (Eger) and the Institute of
Archaeological Sciences of the E6tvos Lorand University (Budapest), in collaboration with
Polish specialists from Jagiellonian University (Krakow) and from Jan Kochanowski Univer-
sity (Kielce). The main goal of the excavation was to clarify the stratigraphic context and the
chronological position of the archaeological material. Five small trenches were dug for hav-
ing a stratigraphic cross-section of the hilltop, and for verifying the position of the artifacts
in the sediments (Fig. 3). A similar stratigraphic sequence, 130 cm in thickness, was ob-
served like at the Andornaktéalya-Zug6 site nearby:!! the topmost member of the sequence is
a ploughing layer (about 50 cm), followed by a brownish sediment (probably buried soil),
and the weathering cover of the bedrock at the bottom (Fig. 4). Samples were taken for sedi-
mentological, pedological, and micromorphological analyses, as well as for OSL dating. A
radiocarbon dating could also be possible by a charcoal fragment found at the border of the
ploughing layer and the undisturbed soil-like sediment (Fig. 5).

Unfortunately, all archaeological material found in the trenches came from the ploughing
layer in a depth of between 25 and 50 cm. These pieces fit well into the assemblage collected
on the surface. According to K. Zandler,' this latter could be attributed to the Aurignacian
culture of Early Upper Palaeolithic period. Retouched tools are dominated by end scrapers,
mainly on flakes, followed by retouched blades and truncated blades. There are some burins
too, as well as side scrapers of Middle Palaeolithic tradition. For tool-making, prehistoric
men living at the settlement frequently used different local raw materials (Fig. 6) and limnic
quartzites originating from the Tokaj Mountains (Fig. 7). Though they are present in small
quantities, extralocal raw materials — such as radiolarites from Western Slovakia, erratic
flints from South Poland, and obsidian from Eastern Slovakia — are very important to recon-
struct the network of contacts of the local prehistoric human group (Fig. 8).

References

BUDEK, A. — Kavicki, T. 2003-2004: Sedimentological and micromorphological studies of T11 section
at Andornaktalya. Praehistoria 4-5, 145-152.

BUDEK, A. — Karicky, T. - KaMInskA, L. — Kozzowsk, J. K. — MESTER, Zs. 2013: Interpleniglacial pro-
files on open-air sites in Hungary and Slovakia. Quaternary International 294, 82-98.

T. DoBost, V. 1975: Magyarorszag 6s- és kozéps6kdkori lelShely katasztere (Register of Palaeolithic
and Mesolithic sites in Hungary). Archaeologiai Ertesits 102, 64-76.

DoMBOROCZKI, L. 2001: Az tjkdkor idésebb szakasza EK-Magyarorszagon, a Heves megyei régészeti
leletek fényében / The older phase of the Neolithic in North-eastern Hungary in the light of

10 BUDEK ET AL. 2013.
11 BubpEek — KALIcK1 2003-2004.
12 ZANDLER 2006, 44-48; 2012, 20.

122



Excavation at a new Upper Palaeolithic site of the Eger region (Northern Hungary)

archaeological finds from Heves County. In: VENTO MIR, E. - GUERIN, P. (Eds.), Early farmers
in Europe. Valencia, 15-47.

DomBoOROCzZKI, L. 2003: Radiocarbon data from Neolithic archaeological sites in Heves County
(North-Eastern Hungary). Agria 39, 5-76.

FopOR, L. 1984: Néhany 6skori lel6hely Eger kornyékén (Einige prahistorische Fundstellen in der
Umgebung von Eger). Agria 20, 73-116.

Kap1¢, O. 1934: Der Mensch zur Fiszeit in Ungarn. Mitteilungen aus dem Jahrbuch der kgl. Ungarischen
Geologischen Anstalt 30, 1-147.

Kozzowski, J. K. — MESTER, Zs. 2003-2004: Un nouveau site du Paléolithique supérieur dans la région
d'Eger (nord-est de la Hongrie). Praehistoria 4-5, 109-140.

Kozrowskl, J. K. — MESTER, Zs. — ZANDLER, K. — BUDEK, A. — KaLIcKI, T. - MOSKAL, M. — RINGER, A.
2009: Le Paléolithique moyen et supérieur de la Hongrie du nord: nouvelles investigations
dans la région d’Eger. L Anthropologie 113, 399-453.

Kozrowski, J. K. — MESTER, Zs. — BUDEK, A. — KALICKI, T. - MOSKAL-DEL Hoyo, M. — ZANDLER, K. -
BERres, S. 2012: La mise en valeur d’un ancien site éponyme: Eger-K6poros dans le
Paléolithique moyen et supérieur de la Hongrie du nord. L’Anthropologie 116, 405-465.

VERTES, L. 1965: Az Gskékor és az atmeneti k6kor emlékei Magyarorszagon. A Magyar Régészet Kézi-
konyve 1, Budapest.

ZANDLER, K. 2006: Paleolit lel6helyek Eger kérnyékén. MA thesis, E6tvos Lorand University, Budapest,
manuscript.

ZANDLER, K. 2012: A paleolitikum kéiparai Eger kornyékén. Gesta 11, 3-54.

123



Zsolt MESTER

Fig. 1. Palaeolithic sites in the Eger region (red: excavated site; blue: surface finds). 1: Andornaktalya-Gyilkos,
2: Andornaktalya-Rozsahegy, 3: Andornaktalya-Zugd, 4: Ostoros-Racpa, 5: Ostoros-Csunyamunka, 6: Eger-
Tihaméri-sz616k, 7: Ostoros-Aranybika, 8: Eger-Képoros, 9: Eger-Nyerges, 10: Eger-Almagyar, 11: Eger-Agar-
di, 12: Egerszalok-Egerlato, 13: Egerszalok-Kévago 1, 14: Egerszalok-K6évago 2, 15: Eger-Nagygalagonyas, 16:
Andornaktalya-Szukszerdomb, 17: Demjén-Piinkésdhegy, 18: Demjén-Hegyeskédtets, 19: Demjén-Hegyesks-
bérc, 20: Demjén-Sz6l6hegy.

Fig. 2. Location of the hill Gyilkos-tet on the topographic map. The Palaeolithic site lay on the top of the hill.
Red dots marked by S1-S5 represent the excavation trenches.
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Fig. 4-5. Stratigraphic sequence of the site on the profile of trench S1 and charcoal fragment at the border of
the ploughing layer and the undisturbed sediment in trench S3 (Photos: N. Farag).
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Fig. 7. Artifacts made of limnic quartzites from the Tokaj Mountains (Photo: N. Faragd).
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Fig. 8. Artifacts made of extralocal raw materials (Photo: N. Farago).
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