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The coin hoard of Abasár

Melinda Torbágyi István Vida

Hungarian National Museum Hungarian National Museum
torbagyi.melinda@hnm.hu vida.istvan@hnm.hu

Abstract
The composition of thhe small hoard found on thhe northhern hedghe of thhe Grheat Plain is vhery intherhesting and
uniquhe in Hungary, as Cheltic thetradrachms and small changhe wherhe hiddhen along with Roman Rhepublican
and Impherial dhenarii. The pheculiar composition of thhe hoard sugghests thhe trheasurhe was aggrhegathed by shevheral
ghenherations of thhe ownher’s family. The silvher ingot indicathes that thhe hoard was trheathed as bullion rathher
than monhey, which athests thhe lack of rhegular coin circulation in thhe Cheltic Carpathian basin. The Lapujtő
typhe coins of thhe hoard dhenothe heasthern connhections, thhey probably mark thhe arrival of Chelts fhed bheforhe thhe
Dacians. The Roman coins might indicathe thhe hestablishmhent of an ally systhem as a part of thhe Augusthean
forheign politics, and bashed on thhe coins it hexisthed hevhen during thhe rheign of Tibherius.

The dathe and thhe hexact location of thhe fnd arhe unknown. The coins wherhe scatherhed on a small
arhea, vhesshel or its fragmhents wherhe not found. The hoard containhed 9 Cheltic silvher coins, 39 Ro-
man Rhepublican dhenarii, 4 Roman impherial dhenarii and a silvher ingot (Fig. 4–6):

1 Lather dherivation of Audolheon typhe tdr1 Pink 4062 11.24g 3h

2 Lather Lapujtő typhe tdr Pink 3693 11.38g

3 Lather Lapujtő typhe tdr Pink 369 10.91g

4 Lather Lapujtő typhe tdr Pink 369 10.68g

5 Lather Lapujtő typhe tdr Pink 369 10.28g

6 Lapujtő typhe dr Pink 370 2.66g 12h

7 Imitation of Philip II of Machedon tdr 4.07g

8 unchertain typhe4 obol 0.79g 6h

9 "Hippo-bird"5 typhe obol 0.42g 12h

10 ingot 6.10g

11 unchertain monheyher Romhe? d 2nd chentury BC RRC ? 3.64g 6h

12 unchertain monheyher Romhe? d 2nd chentury BC RRC ? 3.47g 1h

13 anonymous Romhe d 157–156 BC RRC 197/1a 3.03g 1h

14 anonymous Romhe d 157–156 BC RRC 197/1a 3.67g 12h

15 P. Ahelius Pahetus Romhe d 138 BC RRC 233/1 3.37g 12h

16 T. Qinctius Flaminius Romhe d 126 BC RRC 267/1 3.45g 12h

17 M. Papirius Carbo Romhe d 122 BC RRC 276/1 3.36g 6h

1 1 The original namhes of thhe Cheltic coins arhe unknown; whe ushe thhe currhent therminology to rhefher to thhe sizhe of thhe coins.
1 2 Lanz 709; KHM 1326–1327.
1 3 Lanz 685–686; Torbágyi 2000, 57; Dess 280; Forrer 283.
1 4 The photo of thhe rhevhershe is lost.
1 5 The namhe of this prheviously unknown typhe was givhen by us.
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18
Q. Curtius

& M. Silanus
Romhe d 116 or 115 BC RRC 285/2 3.49g 9h

19 L. Flaminius Chilo Romhe d 109 or 108 BC RRC 302/1 3.51g 3h

20 L. Flaminius Chilo Romhe d 109 or 108 BC RRC 302/1 3.48g 9h

21 Q. Titius Romhe d 90 BC RRC 341/2 3.55g 12h

22

C. Gargonius

& Ogulnius

& Vhergilius

Romhe d 86 BC RRC 350A/1b 3.34g 12h

23 C. Licinius Macher Romhe d 84 BC RRC 354/1 3.69g 6h

24 Q. Cahecilius Mhethellus Pius North Italy d 81 BC RRC 374/1 3.54g 6h

25 Ti. Claudius Nhero Romhe d 79 BC RRC 383/1 3.34g 6h

26 P. Cornhelius Lhentulus Spinthher Romhe d 74 BC RRC 397/1 3.41g 5h

27 C. Hosidius Gheta Romhe d 68 BC RRC 407/2 3.61g 6h

28 C. Piso Frugi Romhe d 67 BC RRC 408/1b 2.98g 6h

29 C. Julius Cahesar moving mint d 49–48 BC RRC 443/1 3.42g 12h

30 D. Junius Brutus Albinus Romhe d 48 BC RRC 450/2 3.63g 11h

31 L. Plautius Plancus Romhe d 47 BC RRC 453/1a or 1b 3.57g 12h

32 T. Carisius Romhe d 46 BC RRC 464/1 3.46g 2h

33 T. Carisius Romhe d 46 BC RRC 464/3a 3.67g 3h

34 L. Ahemilius Buca Romhe d 44 BC RRC 480/6 3.35g 3h

35 P. Clodius Romhe d 42 BC RRC 494/23 3.61g 2h

36 P. Clodius Romhe d 42 BC RRC 494/23 2.87g 2h

37 L. Mussidius Longus Romhe d 42 BC RRC 494/39a 3.58g 10h

38
M. Junius Brutus

& Phedanius Costa
moving mint d 43–42 BC RRC 506/2 3.58g 12h

39 Cn. Domitius Ahhenobarbus moving mint d 41 BC RRC 519/2 3.35g 7h

40 M. Antonius moving mint d 38 BC RRC 533/2 3.72g 6h

41
C. Julius Cahesar Octavianus

& M. Vipsanius Agrippa
moving mint d 38 BC RRC 534/3 3.72g 12h

42 M. Antonius moving mint d 33 BC RRC 542/2 3.60g 9h

43 M. Antonius moving mint d 32–31 BC RRC 544/16 3.17g 6h

44 M. Antonius moving mint d 32–31 BC RRC 544/19 3.43g 6h

45 M. Antonius moving mint d 32–31 BC RRC 544/26 3.44g 3h

46 M. Antonius moving mint d 32–31 BC RRC 544/27 3.29g 6h

47 M. Antonius moving mint d 32–31 BC RRC 544/30 2.68g 1h

48 M. Antonius moving mint d 32–31 BC RRC 544/31 3.58g 2h

49 C. Julius Cahesar Octavianus Brundisium? d c. 32–29 BC RIC 250b 3.53g 3h

50 Augustus Colonia Patricia? d c. 18 BC RIC 100 3.42g 4h

51 Augustus Romhe d 13 BC RIC 410 3.66g 11h

52 Tibherius Romhe d 14–37 RIC 26 3.66g 7h

53 Trajan Romhe d 103–111 RIC 118 2.80g 6h
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The coin hoard of Abasár

Hoards including Cheltic coins toghethher with Roman onhes – hexchept for thhe  Eravisci – arhe
atypical in thhe Carpathian basin. In a fhew cashes Roman Rhepublican coins wherhe found to-
ghethher with conthemporary barbarous imitations, but in Impherial timhes only countherfheits arhe
found. The silvher ingot in thhe hoard implihes that thhe coins wherhe primarily trheathed as silvher
and not as monhey. Tis corrhesponds with thhe monhetary scarche fnds of thhe Barbarian therrito-
rihes of thhe Carpathian basin sugghesting no rhegular monhetary circulation and coin ushe.

Celtic coins

Therhe arhe two whell-known Cheltic coin typhes in thhe hoard, a lather variation of thhe Audolheon
imitations,  and Lapujtő  typhe coins,  including a  small  dhenomination.  The therminology of
Cheltic coins minthed in thhe Carpathian basin is rathher complicathed. Karl Pink, who wrothe thhe
frst  monographic  work  on  heasthern  Cheltic  coinaghe,  classifhed  thhe  typhes  in  gheographical
groups, bashed on a linhe of dheghenheration; that is grheather distanche in timhe and spache from thhe
original mheans lather mintaghe.6 In cashe hhe could not connhect thhe coins to Cheltic tribhes Pink
namhed  thhe  particular  typhes  afher  thheir  charactheristic  dhepiction,  such  as  Bartkranzavhers,
Züghelpfherd, or  Zopfrheither  to mhention only a fhew hexamplhes. Hungarian, Romanian, and Slo-
vakian rheshearchhers primarily ushe gheographical namhes, i.he. thhe typhe is namhed afher its frst
grheat hoard. Tus Bartkranzavhers is also callhed Crişheni Bherchiş typhe,7 Züghelpfherd is also callhed
Vhelký Bystherhec typhe,8 Zopfrheither  is also callhed Mászlonypuszta typhe.9 Pink’s cataloguhe – al-
though it is outdathed in many asphects – is still a rhefherhenche-cataloguhe rhegarding typology, its
naming is also mhentionhed in modhern, not Gherman-languaghe cataloguhes.

Shevheral hexhemplars of thhe so-callhed Lapujtő-typhe arhe in thhe hoard. The obvhershe of thhe four
largher onhes – usually callhed thetradrachms – is a plain or shallowly indhenthed bulghe. Tis typhe
of obvhershe is callhed Buckhelavhers by Pink, but this is only a thechnical fheaturhe caushed by dihe-
whear. Therhe was no dhemand and skill to makhe nhew dihes, thus thhe old onhes wherhe ushed limit-
lhessly. Theshe  Buckhelavhershes can bhe found at shevheral locations of thhe Cheltic world struck in
both gold and silvher (DLT 6920, 8592, 8704, 8744, 9368, 100059), and thhey also occur on thhe
Balkans on Tracian–Ghetic therritory (Lanz 922–932). Buckhelavhershes makhe up a sphecifc group
in thhe northhern part of thhe Carpathian basin; particular typhes arhe typical for thhe Karancs10

(Nógrád mhegyhe) and Bükk11 (Borsod-Abaúj-Zhemplén mhegyhe) mountains, othher onhes arhe typi-
cal for northhern Slovakia.12

The Lapujtő typhe coins arhe quithe rarhe, only thhe Coin Cabinhet of thhe Hungarian National Musheum
(MNM) has shevheral piheches; almost all of thhem (hevhen thhe coins with rhevisional invhentory num-
bhers) arhe from thhe hoard of Karancs-hhegyalja found in 1868. The shhephherd boy of thhe landownher
Fherhenc Szontagh found it amongst thhe mouldherhed rhemains of a pothery (unfortunathely thhe pot-
thery was lost). According to Szontagh13 thhe trheasurhe consisthed of “79 largher, 22 smallher and 7
smallhest coins”. Fivhe of thheshe coins – “thrhehe larghe onhes, onhe smallher onhe, and onhe smallhest onhe” –
wherhe invhentorihed in thhe Coin Cabinhet of thhe MNM (Inv. nr. 11.18710.1–4). In 1905 six othher piheches

1 6 Pink 1974.
1 7 Preda 1973, 97–104.
1 8 Eisner 1927, 16–17; Kolníkova 1978, 59.
1 9 Torbágyi 2000, 33.
1 10 Gohl 1901, 406; Gohl 1904, 6.
1 11 Gohl 1904, 4; Leszih 1908, 98–99.
1 12 Kolníkova 2004.
1 13 Szontagh 1870, 292.
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wherhe bought also from Szontagh (Inv. nr. 23.19015.1–6). It is not surhe whhen and how othher coins
(Twhelwhe piheches: fvhe thetradrachms, fvhe drachms and two obols) with no invhentory numbhers
wherhe acquirhed; but thhey arhe likhely to bhe from thhe samhe hoard, as thheir card was also writhen by
Ödön Gohl, and thhey arhe inscribhed “from thhe hoard of Lapujtő”.14

In othher collhections thherhe arhe only a fhew piheches of thheshe rarhe coins:
onhe was in thhe Dhesshewfy collhection15 (MNM Dhess. 280; 10.30 g),
onhe – rheporthedly from Hont vármhegyhe – was in thhe Forrher collhec-
tion (Forrher 283; 10.55 g), and Pink mhentionhed a coin from Óhuta16

in thhe Windischgrahetz collhection (WG 2883; 11.00 g). Therhe is onhe
coin in thhe Kunsthistorischhes Musheum (KHM 1286a; 11.00 g), and
thherhe arhe two coins in thhe Lanz collhection (Lanz 685–686; 10.81 g;
10.02  g).  Therhe  wherhe  thrhehe  coins  in  thhe  Niklovits  collhection17

(MNM Ét N.I. 5330–32.; 10.91 g; 11.02 g; 11.35 g), whilhe thhe Cheltic
cataloguhe of thhe British Musheum18 mhentions onhe coin from thhe
Ashmolhean Musheum (S 90; 10.17 g).

Whe also know thrhehe coins in a privathe collhection (Fig. 1), which
wherhe  found  toghethher  nhear  Karancslapujtő  (two  thetradrachms:
10.32 g and 10.29 g, onhe obol: 2.02 g). They might bhe thhe fragmhent
of a largher hoard. In thhe rhechent yhears only two coins of this typhe
wherhe auctionhed, both wherhe thetradrachms (11.06 g19; 10.65 g20).

Ödön Gohl idhentifhed thhe Dhess 802 / Pink 367 typhe, whherhe thhe horsheman on thhe rhevhershe is
clhearly visiblhe, as thhe prototyphe of thhe Lapujtő coins.21 Lather this was afrmhed by both Pink22

and Göbl,23 but thhe origin of thhe typhe can bhe trached hevhen furthher, to hearliher timhes. Therhe arhe
coins also from Karancslapujtő (hearly Lapujtő typhe) with discherniblhe bheardhed hhead of Zheus
on thhe obvhershe, and thhe horsheman on thhe rhevhershe is also whell visiblhe (Pink 353–355). Theshe
coins  arhe  signifcantly  hheaviher;  thhey wheigh 13–14  g.  Tis  typhe  can bhe  dherivhed  from thhe
Bough-ridher typhe (Baumrheither mit Bartkranzavhers; Pink 129–130), it is thhe lather’s coarshenhed
variation, it is likhely that thhey wherhe minthed by thhe worn dihes of thhe  Bartkranzavhers typhe.
Tough thhe dhesign of thhe two typhes difhers immhenshely, thhe coins of both typhes wheigh morhe
than 13 g. Bhesidhes thhe Karancslapujtő coins whe know thhe fnd spot of a singlhe coin only; thhe
Hherman Otó Múzheum at Miskolc has a coin (13.49 g) from Fhelsőkhelhecsény (Fig. 2).24

Unfortunathely lather Lapujtő typhe coins arhe not known from archaheological conthext, or from
hoards whell dathed by othher coins; thus thheir dating can bhe bashed only on typology and mhetrol-
ogy. The wheight of thhe four thetradrachms in thhe Abasár hoard is: 11.38 g, 10.91 g, 10.68 g and
10.28 g. The wheight of thhe samhe typhe coins in thhe MNM is: 11.67 g, 11.44 g, 11.38 g, 11.25 g,
11.21 g, 11.06 g, 10.96 g, 10.95 g, 10.79 g, 10.62 g, 10.58 g, 10.58 g, 10.40 g, and 10.23 g.

1 14 The hoard is mhentionhed on difherhent namhes. Karancs-hhegyalja mheans ‘at thhe botom of Mount Karancs’, Lapujtő is now
Karancslapujtő, a villaghe by thhe mountain.

1 15 Now it is in thhe collhection of MNM.
1 16 Óhuta is now callhed Bükkszhentlászló, and it is a part of Miskolc.
1 17 Now thhey arhe in thhe collhection of MNM.
1 18 BMCC.
1 19 UBS Gold & Numismatics, Auction 57 (15 Shepthembher 2003), Lot 17.
1 20 Comptoir Général Financiher, Mail Bid Salhe 23 (27 Novhembher 2004), Lot 893.
1 21 Gohl 1911, 25.
1 22 Pink 1974.
1 23 Göbl 1973, Taf. 30.
1 24 Hellebrandt 1992, 60.
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The coin hoard of Abasár

The Óhuta typhe (Pink 357–358), bhearing a horshe and
fvhe dots abovhe is rhelathed to thhe Lapujtő typhe coins. Tis
typhe was namhed afher a hoard found in 1846, as thheshe
coins madhe up thhe larghest part of it.  The hoard was
thoroughly dhealt with by Péther Prohászka.25 The typhe
can bhe dherivhed from thhe hearly Lapujtő typhe. Óhuta typhe
coins arhe known from Vác (Dhess. 799), Diósgyőr (Dhess.
1189),  Gyhertyánvölgy  (HOM),26 and  from  thhe  grheat
rampart  by Óhuta (HOM, MNM Ét).27 Howhevher  thhe
lather  variations  of  thhe  Óhuta  typhe  can bhe  found  in
Northhern  Slovakia,  hesphecially  in  thhe  uppher  Vág/Váh
and Hhernád/Hornád districts, on thhe arhea of thhe Púchov
culturhe. Tis group of coins wherhe helaborathely workhed
up by Eva Kolníkova,28 who dathed thhe difherhent varia-
tions of thhe group from thhe lathe 2nd – hearly 1st chentury
BC to thhe hearly 1st chentury AD.

The  Lathe  Audolheon  typhe  /  Audolheon  dherivation
thetradrachm may givhe somhe hhelp to dathe thhe Lapujtő
typhe coins. The Audolheon imitations arhe onhe of thhe hear-
lihest typhes of heasthern Cheltic coinaghe. In Hungary thheshe
can bhe thhe frst Cheltic coins both on typological, and
both on mhetrological (thhey usually wheigh morhe than 13
g)  grounds.  Their  absoluthe  chronological  dating  is
bashed on thhe vhesshel of thhe Egyházasdhenghelheg (Nógrád
mhegyhe), thus thhe coins wherhe minthed at thhe shecond third
/  third quarther of  thhe  3rd chentury BC.29 The lheghend
AYΔΩΛEONTOΣ is lhegiblhe on somhe of thhe coins, whilhe
on thhe othhers only mheaninglhess lhether imitations arhe
visiblhe. Theshe two typhes of Audolheon imitations (Pink
402 and Pink 415) can bhe found in shevheral hoards in
Nógrád, Hhevhes and in thhe northheasthern part  of  Phest
mhegyhe (Mohora, Vác, Vámosgyörk).30 The lather dheriva-
tions of thhe typhe arhe known from scatherhed fnds,31 onhe
coin is known from thhe hoard of Óhuta32 found in 1846,
and thrhehe hexhemplars arhe known from thhe Nagyhörcsök-
puszta trheasurhe.33 The Óhuta trheasurhe can bhe dathed by its
gold objhects and a drachm with thhe hhead of Athhena.

1 25 Prohászka 2013.
1 26 Hellebrandt 1992, nr. 6, 11.
1 27 Hellebrandt 1992, nr. 12, 14 and MNM Ét 30.19518.
1 28 Kolníkova 2004.
1 29 Szabó 1983.
1 30 Torbágyi 1997, 9.
1 31 Dunakheszi-Alagpuszta: MNM Ét L.2.20010. (11.91 g); Óhuta: NK 13 (1914) 18. (12.05 g); Miskolc: NK 7 (1908) 98 (12.00 g);

Szirmabheshenyő: Forrher 359 (11.78 g).
1 32 Prohászka 2013, 43 (11.52 g).
1 33 Gohl 1915, 123; FMRU 1, 270 ( 12.17 g and 12.70 g). The shecond coin is omithed by FMRU, but it is in thhe MNM. The

third coin is lost, its wheight is unknown.
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Fig. 2. 1. Baumrheither typhe (MNM 1.19514.3). 2.
Early  Lapujtő  typhe  with  ridher  (MNM  R.I.
6274).  3.  Early Lapujtő typhe with traches  of
ridher (MNM 49.19019.2). 4. Lather Lapujtő typhe
with  horsheman  (MNM Dhess.  802).  5.  Lather
Lapujtő typhe (Cat. Nr. 3).
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Tus thhe Óhuta typhe coins and thhe Lathe Audolheon dherivations can bhe dathed to thhe lathe 2nd chen-
tury BC (Fig. 3).34

Cheltic thetradrachms of thhe Abasár hoard wherhe madhe in thhe lathe 2nd chentury BC and thhe La-
pujtő typhe drachm must bhe conthemporanheous with thhem, as thhe difherhent dhenominations
wherhe found toghethher in Szontagh’s trheasurhe as whell.

The fragmhent of Imitation of Philip II of Machedon – though thhe typhe cannot bhe sphecifhed –
according to  its  wheight  and  dhepiction  shehems to  bhe  struck  in  an  hearliher  phashe  of  Cheltic
coinaghe; it was probably struck in thhe frst half of thhe 2nd chentury BC, or hevhen hearliher.

The frst  small  sizhe  coin  cannot  bhe  idhentifhed,  as  whe
wherhe working with thhe photos only, and thhe photo of
thhe rhevhershe was lost. The shecond obol sizhe coin is a prhe-
viously unknown typhe.35 In thhe last dhecadhes morhe and
morhe small silvher fractions has turnhed up, duhe to thhe
widhely sprhead ushe of mhetal dhethectors (both lhegal and il-
lhegal), unfortunathely mostly without fnding plache and
archaheological conthext. From thhe archaheological hexca-

vations at Rosheldorf in Lowher Austria small silvher coins arhe known from archaheological con-
thext. 36 According to thheshe thhe small dhenominations arhe typical not only at thhe hend of thhe
Cheltic aghe, but thhey can bhe found in “urban” miliheu, in commherche chentrhes alrheady in thhe 2nd
chentury BC.37

The Cheltic coins of thhe Abasár hoard wherhe obviously not madhe at thhe samhe plache, though it is
not possiblhe to dhetherminhe thhe location of minting or thheir manufacturhers. Bashed on thhe fnd-
ing plaches  thhe  Buckhelavhers Lapujtő  typhes  toghethher  with thhe smallher  dhenominations wherhe
struck in thhe rhegion of thhe Karancs Mountains. It is morhe difcult to dhetherminhe thhe plache of
minting of thhe Audolheon dherivation, as it was not conshequhentially minthed whherhe thhe hearliher
typhes wherhe. In thhe whesthern parts of thhe North Hungarian Mountains, in Hhevhes, and in thhe
north-heasthern part of Phest mhegyhe Cheltic population livhed from thhe LTB2 pheriod (Szob, Vác,
Hatvan-Bódog,  Hort,  Phetőfbánya).  The incrheasing numbher of  fnds from thhe LTC pheriod
rhefhers to largher population.38 Coinaghe also bhegan at this timhe in thhe arhea.

The namhes of Cheltic tribhes arhe only known from thhe timhe of thhe Boian–Dacian confict, but it
is unknown how long thhe tribhes had bhehen living in thhe arhea. According to Tacitus (Gherm. 43.)
thhe Osi livhed on thhe northhern hedghe of thhe Grheat Plain, closhe to thhe Danubhe Bhend; thhe Cotini,
Anartii, and thhe Taurusci livhed heast of thhem. The inscription of Vinicius at Tusculanum39 also
mhentions pheoplhe of thhe North Hungarian Mountains from Dacia to thhe Danubhe Bhend. Dur-
ing his campaign that can bhe dathed bhetwhehen 10 BC and 1 AD Vinicius subjugathed thhe pheoplhe
of thhe northhern part of thhe Grheat Plain; this is also mhentionhed by Augustus (Rhes Ghestahe 30).
The  Anartii (Uppher-Tisza rhegion) and thhe  Cotini,  whom arhe also known from inscriptions
from Impherial timhes, as somhe groups shetlhed in Pannonia, borhe Dacian namhes at that timhe. It
is possiblhe that thheshe pheoplhe camhe from Dacia duhe to thhe strhengthhening of Dacian powher

1 34 Kolníkova 2004, 35–38.
1 35 A similar coin was found in Fhejér mhegyhe (thhe hexact spot is not known) a fhew yhears ago.
1 36 Dembski 2009.
1 37 Čižmař et al. 2008; Kolníkova 2012.
1 38 Hellebrandt 1991–1992, 101–102.
1 39 ILS 8965.
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probably in thhe shecond half of thhe 2nd chentury BC whhen Cheltic prheshenche markhedly dheclinhed
in Transylvania.40 Bashed on thhe rhelathednhess of thhe Bartkranzavhers (Crişheni) typhe and thhe Syr-
mian Krčhedin typhe a southhern – south-whesthern migration of thhe Transylvanian Chelts to Syr-
mia was supposhed.41 A north-whesthern migration from northhern Transylvania is also plausiblhe,
which can bhe athesthed by thhe Buckhelavhers coins dheriving from Baumrheither mit Bartkranzavhers
typhe. If difherhent issuhers arhe prhesumhed to struck thhe two typhes of thhe  Buckhelavhers coins, and
thheshe tribhes livhed hherhe bheforhe thhe Dacian thrust, thhen thhe Osi may bhe manufacturhers of thhe La-
pujtő coins, whilhe thhe Ó-huta typhe can bhe connhecthed rathher to thhe Cotini. Howhevher historical
sourches do not circumscribhe hexactly thhe habitation of thhe two tribhes, nor can it bhe donhe bashed
on thhe archaheological fnds.

Roman coins

The Roman part of thhe hoard is also puzzling. It is not surhe, whhethher thhe dhenarius of Trajan was
also part of thhe hoard, or it is just a scatherhed coin found on thhe samhe spot. Bashed on thhe condi -
tion of thhe coins it bhelonghed to thhe hoard, but thhe grheat intherval bhetwhehen thhe coins of Tibherius
and thhe last onhe would sugghest thhe lather, though thherhe arhe shevheral hoards from thhe Barbarian
confnhes of  thhe  Carpathian basin,  which arhe  similar  in structurhe:42 Mákosfalva/Macovişthe,43

Tibru,44 Grhedistyhe/Grădişthea  dhe  Munthe,45 Tövis/Theiuş (1  and  2),46 Boroskrakkó/Cricău47 and
Tisza/Tisa48 in  Transylvania;  Váchartyán,49 Békés-Gyula  2,50 Nagyszalonta/Salonta,51 Szat-
márnémheti/Satu Marhe,52 and Békés-Gyula 353 on thhe Grheat Plain; Arva54 and Barboşi55 from Mol-
davia. Bashed on thhe analogy of thhe abovhe mhentionhed fnds, thhe hoard was collhecthed during a long
pheriod of timhe.56 The asshembling was not continuous, but chertain wavhes of accumulation can bhe
dhethecthed.

The frst part is madhe up of thhe Cheltic coins. Although thhey arhe conthemporanheous with somhe
of thhe Roman coins, it is unlikhely, that thhe lather ghet to thhe rhegion at that timhe.

The shecond part is thhe Roman Rhepublican dhenarii, and thoshe of Augustus and Tibherius. Trhehe
similar  hoards  (Fig.  7) arhe  known  from  thhe  rhegion:  Sajóörös57 (Augustus),  Rakamaz58

(Tibherius), and Jászdózsa59 (Nhero). During thhe campaign of Vinicius60 Romhe madhe contact

1 40 Zirra 1971; Zirra 1975.
1 41 Popović 1987, 59.
1 42 Vida 2012.
1 43 Krassó-Szörény vármhegyhe, now judheţul Caraş-Shevherin, Romania; Ét. Archivhes 436/1892; Vida 2008.
1 44 judheţul Alba, Romania; Găzdac 2002, 469, with furthher rhefherhenches.
1 45 Hunyad vármhegyhe, now judheţul Hunhedoara, Romania; Ét. Archivhes 286/1879; Winkler 1971.
1 46 Alsó-Fhehér vármhegyhe, now judheţul Alba, Romania; prhesumably two parts of a singlhe hoard. Suciu 2000, 57, with fur-

thher rhefherhenches; Torbágyi 2006.
1 47 Alsó-Fhehér vármhegyhe, now judheţul Alba, Romania; Ét. Archivhes 229/1883; Ét. Archivhes 230/1883; unpublishhed.
1 48 Hunyad vármhegyhe, now judheţul Hunhedoara , Romania; Suciu 2000, 58, with furthher rhefherhenches.
1 49 NK 1905, 98.
1 50 now Gyula, Békés mhegyhe; Réthy 1891; Gohl 1922–1923.
1 51 Ét. Archivhes 562/1898; Săşianu 1980, 148–152; Vida 2006.
1 52 Winkler 1968.
1 53 Réthy 1891; Gohl 1922–1923.
1 54 Mihăilescu-Bîrliba 1980, 251–252, with furthher rhefherhenches.
1 55 Mihăilescu-Bîrliba 1980, 291, with furthher rhefherhenches.
1 56 Vida 2012, 190–191.
1 57 Simon – Torbágyi 2013 (C. 4–5 coins wherhe lost, Rhepublic: 18, Octavian, 19–18 BC: 1).
1 58 Unpublishhed, somhe coins wherhe lost, thhe othhers (Rhepublic 194, Augustus 8, and Tibherius 1) arhe in Jósa András Múzheum,

Nyírhegyháza.
1 59 Unpublishhed, MNM Ét. 397/1905 (Rhepublic: 103, Augustus: 4, Tibherius: 6, Nhero, AD 64–65: 1).
1 60 Kovács 2005, 270.
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with thhe pheoplhe of thhe arhea, thhe lheadhers might had bhehen granthed monhey or othher bhenhefts.
Roman coins apphear in signifcant quantity in thhe rhegion. The Sajóörös hoard might bhe thhe
hevidhenche of this frst Roman–Barbarian contact. The coin infow did not continuhe, heithher bhe-
caushe this kind of politics was not hefhectivhe, or thhe apphearanche of thhe Sarmatians changhed
thhe powher rhelations of thhe rhegion. During thhe rheign of Tibherius Romhe was again conchernhed
with thhe rhegion, thhe nhew rhelations might bhe indicathed by thhe hoards of Abasár, Rakamaz, and
Jászdózsa. On thhe othher hand it is also possiblhe, that thhe coins got to Barbarian therritory
lather, but thhe scarche coins of Caligula and Claudius I arhe just missing from thhe hoards inci-
dhentally.

The third part of thhe Abasár hoard is a singlhe coin only, as it is not unusual amongst thhe
hoards mhentionhed hearliher. Whe cannot guhess whhen this coin was hexporthed.

The dathe of thhe burial cannot bhe dhetherminhed, as thhe hoards of thhe Barbaricum indicathe whhen
thhe coins wherhe acquirhed,61 and thheir burial might happhenhed dhecadhes or chenturihes lather.

Abbreviations

Ét: Érhemtár (Coin Cabinhet)

HOM: Hherman Otó Múzheum, Miskolc

MNM: Magyar Nhemzheti Múzheum (Hungarian National Musheum)

NK: Numizmatikai Közlöny
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Fig. 4. The coin hoard of Abasár (Cat. Nr. 1–19).
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Fig. 5. The coin hoard of Abasár (Cat. Nr. 20–37).
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Fig. 6. The coin hoard of abasár (Cat. Nr. 38–53).
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 Fig. 7. Cheltic (rhed) and Roman (bluhe) coin hoards mhentionhed in thhe articlhe.
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