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Marcus Sitticus (1612–1619), had it built on the site of the Chapel of St. John of Stubenberg.39 On the 
floor plan, the sanctuary of the chapel covered the entire room, but  excavations suggest that in the 
first period, it was only an extension of the triumphal arch. These demolished walls are also marked 
on the floor plan, and we found the northern wall during the excavation. Presumably, in a later pe-
riod—before 1784—the walls of the sanctuary were extended to the north and south. The excavated 
U-shaped wall is probably related to this later period, as it is consistent with the foundation of the 
main altar shown on the floor plan.

Armoury

Archaeological excavations were also possible in the eastern wing of the northern, first inner court-
yard. In addition to the aforementioned remains of the previous building, a uniform walking sur-
face of river pebbles was found, connected to the main walls of the tract on the south and east sides. 
Traces of paint were also observed on the lower 50–80 cm section of the walls in these areas: rem-
nants of frescoes depicting yellow-painted wall pillars (Fig. 34). Traces of the pillars were also found 
on the southern, eastern and western walls of the tract. Although the adjoining gravel walkway 
was visible only in the southern sections, we assume it once covered the entire tract. It was prob-

39	 Hübner 1792, 186. “Sein Nachfolger Marcus Sitticus erbaute auf dem Grunde der abgebrochenen Spital-
kirche die Kirche zum heil. Salvator, nahm auch einen Theil von dem Neugebäude dazu, und versetzte 
aus der Pfarrkirche die im Jahre 1613 von ihm eingeführte Brüderschaft Corporis Christi, oder die so-
genannte rothe Brüderschaft dahin.” [His successor, Marcus Sitticus, built on the foundations of the 
demolished hospital church, dedicated to St. Salvator, which also occupied part of the new residence, 
and moved the Corporis Christi brotherhood, or the so-called red brotherhood, which he had founded 
in 1613, from the parish church to there.]

Fig. 33. Ground-floor plan of the Neue Residenz from 1784. In the southeast corner of the building, the 
church of St. Salvator is marked (Landesarchiv Salzburg).
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ably destroyed during World War II, when 
the north-eastern corner of the building was 
bombed down to the ground floor (Fig. 35).40 

This assumption is supported by the 1784 
floor plan of the building, which depicts this 
area as a vaulted hall divided into three naves 
by seven pairs of pillars.41 The built founda-
tions of the seven pillars on the eastern side 
were also uncovered during the excavation. 
The seven pillars on the western side may 
have been built on top of an earlier wall, pre-
sumably belonging to the previous building.

Researchers have been working on identify-
ing this hall since the 20th century. Richard 
Schlegel identified it as an armoury, while 
Johannes Graf Moy identified it as a decora-
tive stable. According to a description from 
1792, the armoury was located on the ground 
floor of the northern building complex, but 
it was no longer in use in 1792.42 Although 
the description does not specify its location 
within the northern building complex, as 
there is no other suitable area on the 1784 
floor plan, it can be identified as the ornate 
great hall in the eastern wing.

The date of construction of the representa-
tive hall is still uncertain. What is certain is 
that the hall existed in this condition in 1784, 
but the date of construction remains unclear. 
Previous historical research dates the con-
struction of the armoury to around 1602,43 
which is not contradicted by the 1792 description. The gravel walkways are connected to the earli-
est walls of the building in other places as well, and no other uniform walkway has been found in 
this area, so we can assume that the gravel pavement, the foundations of the pillars and the painted 
wall pillars are all related to Wolf Dietrich’s construction work.

Courtyard

The excavated wall foundations thus support the earlier idea that the second inner courtyard was 
built in stages: first the north wing was built, then probably not long after the east wing was added. 
The western and then the southern wings were probably built in the third quarter of the 17th century,  

40	 Moy 1969, Fig. 2.
41	 Weixler 2021, 120, Fig. 201.
42	 Hübner 1792, 181. “Im ersteren [Viereck] befand sich noch vor wenigen Jahren im Erdgeschosse ein 

sehr artig eingerichtetes Zeughaus, gleichsam ein kleiner Abriß des k. k. Arsenals zu Wien.” [A few 
years ago, the ground floor of the first four-winged building housed a beautifully furnished armoury, 
similar to the imperial and royal arsenal in Vienna.].

43	 Schlegel 1952, 139.

Fig. 34. Fresco fragments and the surface of river peb-
bles of the Armoury (photo: ArchaeoProtect Ltd.).

Fig. 35. The north-eastern corner of the Neue Residenz 
during the Word War II (after Moy 1969).
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finally enclosing the former garden area and thus creating the southern second inner courtyard. 
However, no paved courtyard floor was found during the excavation. It is conceivable that the ear-
lier floor levels were demolished when the courtyard pavements were renewed, as the height of the 
doorways facing the courtyard did not change. It is therefore likely that the level of the courtyard 
pavement has not risen since the second half of the 17th century. However, the excavation revealed 
a uniform layer approximately 100 cm thick, mixed with organic materials, which, based on the 
finds recovered from it, can be dated to the turn of the 17th and 18th centuries. Its uniform presence 
in the area suggests that the layer may have been the filling of the former garden.

18th century

Buildings

In the 18th century, no new buildings were 
erected on the site of the Neue Residenz, but 
changes were made to the existing building.

East wing

The brick floor excavated in the central sec-
tion of the east wing was disturbed by the 
foundations of a later floor level. The original 
floor level, which was probably also a brick 
floor, has not been preserved, only the beams 
supporting the floor level and their loca-
tions. The timbers were carved into the ear-
lier brick floor as a secondary measure. The 
beam grooves are already aligned with the 
current layout and partition walls (Fig. 36).  
Presumably, the large hall, built at the be-
ginning of the 17th century, was divided 
into five rooms sometime in the 18th cen-
tury—two larger rooms were created on the 
eastern side of the wing and three smaller 
ones on the western side. A door opening 
that was later bricked up was also found in 
the walls of the southern rooms, which can 
probably be linked to the same period.

Water network

Two sewer systems from this period were 
found in the courtyard.

Sewer system dating from before 1784

A south-west to north-east oriented sewer was found in the northern part of the courtyard, which 
ran into the cellar excavated in the eastern part of the north wing (Fig. 37). The sewer was made 
of conglomerate blocks and covered with large stone slabs. The dating of the sewer was aided by 
archaeological stratigraphy: it had already been dug into the courtyard fill dating from the 17th 
century. On the other hand, the 1784 floor plan shows a sewer system in the courtyard leading to 
one of the cellar rooms in the north wing (Fig. 38). Based on the illustration, the excavated sewer 

Fig. 36. Foundation of the brick floors from the 18th 
century (photo: ArchaeoProtect Ltd.).

Fig. 37. Remains of an 18th-century sewer (photo: 
ArchaeoProtect Ltd.).
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system may have been part of the 18th-cen-
tury sewage system of the Neue Residenz.

Baroque sewer in the southern part of the 
courtyard

In the south-western corner of the court-
yard, the remains of a sewer with brick walls 
and red marble slabs were found (Fig. 39). 
The sewer sloped northwards and based on 
the excavated remains, was subsequently 
routed under the southern wing of the build-
ing. Unfortunately, the Panoramamuseum, 
built in 2001, completely destroyed most of 
it, so only a small section of its line could be 
observed.

The date of the canal is still uncertain. A religious medal from the 18th–19th century was found in 
its fill. And the feature is already marked on a map from 1815 (Fig. 40). This canal carried water from 
the Festungsberg—the Salzburg castle hill—through the Kaigasse to the old town of Salzburg, all 
the way to the fountain on Residenzplatz. It probably supplied the fountain with water in the 19th 
century, and today the modern water network follows the same route. In 2007, during excavations 
at Residenzplatz, a significant section of the canal was discovered.44

44	 Höglinger 2009, 11. 

Fig. 38. Basement plan 1784 marked the sewer system (Salzburg Museum, Inv. no. 5525-49).

Fig. 39. Baroque sewer with red marble slabs (photo: 
ArchaeoProtect Ltd.).
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19th century

No significant alterations or reconstruc-
tions can be attributed to this period, as any 
changes likely affected the upper walls and 
floors, which were beyond the scope of the 
investigation.

Water network

Cesspit in the south-eastern corner

In the southeastern corner of the second in-
ner courtyard, a rectangular structure cov-
ered with a brick vault was uncovered, ini-
tially identified as a cellar (Fig. 41). The fill 
of the two-part structure yielded primarily 
19th-century material, consisting mostly of 
remnants of Baroque stoves. A brick drain 
was also discovered in the eastern wall, 
which had been later cut into the wall of the 
courtyard’s eastern wing. The excavated re-
mains suggest that the structure may have functioned as a cesspit. Fortunately, dating was facil-
itated by a floor plan from the 1850s (Fig. 42), which depicts the cesspit and the associated sewer 
system. Interestingly, no physical traces of the sewer system were found, likely because it had been 
completely destroyed by later piping.

Fig. 40. The Baroque sewer marked on a map from 1815 (Stadtarchiv Salzburg, Plansammlung 1.717).

Fig. 41. Cesspit from the 19th century (photo: Archaeo- 
Protect Ltd.).
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20th century

The final phase in the history of the court-
yard is characterized by modern utilities and 
sewer trenches. The excavation revealed no 
evidence of significant construction during 
this period. Among the 20th-century fea-
tures, one object stands out as particularly 
illustrative of the changing function of the 
courtyard.

Refuse disposal

Rubbish pit

In the northeastern corner of the courtyard, 
adjacent to the staircase on the south side, a 
small rubbish pit measuring approximately  
1 × 1 m was uncovered (Fig. 43). This feature 
is particularly noteworthy due to the ex-
traordinary abundance of finds it contained. 
The fill consisted of newspaper fragments 
and a complete series of medicine vials labe-
led Salzburger Apotheke, some of which still 
retained traces of their contents. In addition, 
numerous fragments of porcelain pottery 
were recovered, along with an exception-
al collection of pieces from a 17th-century 
stove featuring a spreading pattern, likely 
discarded into the pit during one of the ren-
ovations in the early 20th century.

Summary

An area of approximately 2,000 square me-
ters in downtown Salzburg has revealed 
nearly 2,000 years of the city’s history. Ar-
chaeological remains preserve the city’s de-
velopment from Celtic settlement through 
the Roman and medieval periods up to the 
modern era. The excavation has helped clarify the urban topography of the Roman city of Iuvavum 
between the 1st and 4th centuries and, after a brief hiatus, the layout of medieval Salzburg.

It has also been possible to trace changes in topography during the Roman period. In the 1st cen-
tury, the outskirts of the urban settlement—including workshops—were located in this area. By the 
2nd and 3rd centuries, it had become a densely populated zone, likely close to the city centre. This 
pattern persisted into the 4th century, despite large-scale construction activities.

Knowledge of the early medieval city in this area remains limited, with the earliest finds dating 
only to the 12th–13th centuries. However, research has provided substantial insights into the later 
period. It has become evident that Wolf Dietrich’s construction projects significantly altered the 

Fig. 42. Map of the sewer system from 1850 (after 
Weixler 2021, 124, Abb. 209).

Fig. 43. Rubbish pit from the 20th century (photo: 
ArchaeoProtect Ltd.).
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earlier medieval cityscape here, leaving only one or two unidentifiable wall sections. The excava-
tion has also yielded extensive information about the construction history of the Neue Residenz, 
which written sources trace back to 1588. Archaeological analysis has clarified the chronology of 
the second inner courtyard and, through the excavation of former floors and levels, has made it 
possible to reconstruct aspects of the interior layout.

The work is, however, still ongoing. The interpretation and dating of the excavated layers and 
objects, as well as the processing of the finds, are only in their initial stages. It is hoped that the 
systematic study of the excavation will eventually provide more precise information for mapping 
the topography of both Roman Iuvavum and medieval and Baroque Salzburg.
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