








New data on the settlement history of the so-called villa, a Roman period building, at Testvérhegy

2 2
Fig. 19. 1 — Conjoining walls of Room V (building Fig. 20. 1 — Bread oven established in Room I in
phases 2 and 4), 2 - floor level of Rooms V and Il in building phase 6, 2 — traces of renewal on the wall
building phase 4. between Rooms VII and IX.

positions, as the latter joins the former (Fig. 15.1)). However, it remains unclear if they were built
in a single go or attest to the later division of the plot. In this period, the excavated walls surround
two large courtyards with different flooring: the north-eastern one (Room IV) had a stone slab
pavement® (Fig. 15.2), while the south-western one (Room VIII) had a gravel floor. A patch of gravel
floor with key dating finds was found at the southern end of the complex, just outside the build-
ing. This layer (SU 44) was very close to the south-eastern fence and contained fragments of terra
sigillata vessels (Fig. 16) made in workshops in Rheinzabern and Central Gaul, dating the floor to
the second half of the 2nd century AD. There was another layer (SU 35) right under this one, which
was similarly rich in finds of dating value. Fortunately, this loamy layer was found throughout the
south-western profile, and the walls of the complex had been cut into it. Based on the recovered
finds—three coins and terra sigillatae; see Fig. 17.5—this layer was a floor level until the mid-2nd
century AD. The three coins included a rather worn piece with the portrait of the emperor Nerva
(Fig. 17.4), and two coins in good condition, issued by Hadrian (Fig. 17.2) and Antoninus Pius (Fig.
17.3), respectively. These three coins hint at a gradual filling of the area: the Nerva coin was embed-
ded in the lowermost part of the layer, and the Antonius Pius coin was found at the smallest depth.
A fairly rare, silver-plated bronze disc plate brooch with bone inlay was also discovered in this
layer (Fig. 17.1). Similar brooches are known mostly from final 1st-century AD contexts in the area
of today’s France and early 2nd-century AD environments in the Rhine-Danube region.*® Based
on that, the stone building was probably erected during the second half of Antoninus Pius’s rule.

37 LANG 2004, 98.
38  RIHA 1979, 184.
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Fig. 21. 1 — Scatter of terra sigillatae (Complex B), 2 — wall painting fragments outside Room VIII, 3 - possible
reconstruction of the composition adorning the foot of a wall (by Anita Kirchhof: KiRcHHOF 2011, Fig. 915).

The third and fifth ‘building’ periods are actually destruction periods, appearing as brown humus
layers deposited by erosion. Coming down the slope, the soil severely damaged the walls, floors,
and road, and mixed several layers. As a result, some relatively early artefacts from the 1st to the
end of the 2nd century AD ended up outside the complex. These finds indicate that the area had
already been occupied well before the time of the buildings, i.e. hint at Roman habitation before the
establishment of Complex B. Some of the relocated finds fit the 2nd century AD dating, including
a glazed skillet handle with the portrait of a deity from the second half of the century (Fig. 18.2).%
These lead-glazed pottery skillets—imitating bronze pateras—might have been the cheaper version

39 BUGAN 2002, 104.
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of the real thing.” The identification of the depicted deity is debated; she is likely Luna, but some
argue for Kybele, Venus, or Isis.”

Complex B reached its full extent in the fourth building period when its ground plan was also the
most complex: the large courtyards became smaller, and seven new rooms were created. The new
walls of Rooms L, I, IIL, V, and VT in the north-eastern part, attached to already existing ones, were
thinner and had a foundation just half as deep than the previous ones and the fence (Fig. 19.1). The
courtyard’s floor was refurbished; the floor level associated with this phase bears traces of rectan-
gular timber structures related perhaps to craft activity (similar traces were uncovered in Room V,
too; see Fig. 19.2). Room I had a gravel floor, which was difficult to study due to later alterations.
Rooms II and IlI—actually a single space not divided by walls—had rammed earthen floors; they
surrounded Room L. The new, partially excavated rooms in the south-western part were connected
to the courtyard (called Room VII); they are estimated to have been similar in size. Both had gravel
floors but yielded only a single find and no clues about their former function. The most interesting
finds associated with this period are wall-painting fragments (discussed below) found outside the
building, near Room VIII.

Another renovation phase followed the destruction in the fifth period in both parts of the complex.
The major development associated with this phase is the establishment of a large baking oven in
Room I in the north-eastern part (Fig. 20.1). The lack of pottery or brick finds suggests that it was
used for baking bread. The U-shaped structure occupied the entire room, and its wattle-and-daub
walls were heated multiple times to temperatures exceeding 500 °C.** Considering the importance
of this activity, it is probable that simultaneously, the surrounding Rooms II and III were turned
into storage rooms.

This period was more difficult to discern in the south-western part. The only alteration was the
renewal of the dividing wall between the courtyard and Rooms VIII-IX (Fig. 20.2). However, the
unusually intact wall section may be evidence of the comprehensive renovation of the entire struc-
ture. Unfortunately, only foundations remained, bearing no traces of renovation and buried be-
neath intense destruction layers indicating rapid decay, which may have prompted the occupants
to abandon the erosion-ridden complex.

Dating of the find material of Complex B

The most important finds of dating value from the site are terra sigillata fragments. Instead of a
predominance of Rheinzabern imports, present on any 3rd-century AD Roman site,” most vessels*
came from Central Gaul (Fig. 21.1). These workshops supplied the Danube provinces between the
rules of Trajan and Commodus. Terra sigillata fragments date Complex B to between the turn of
the 1st and 2nd centuries AD and the Marcomannic Wars/death of Marcus Aurelius. Other finds
support that, including the only wall painting fragments from Testvérhegy, which was found at
Complex B in 2006 under the rubble layer concluding the fourth building period and is thus asso-
ciated with it by stratigraphic position (Fig. 21.2). A 3 x 1.5 m part could be restored, which Anita
Kirchhof analysed in her PhD dissertation, separating four compositions. The most important part
of the mural fragment is a colourful linear fill pattern (Fig. 21.3), with at least four different colours.
It corroborates the dating of the complex to the Antonine period (such compositions simplified to

40  BUGAN 2002, 106.

41 G. DELBO 2022, 147.

42 According to the archaeomagnetic survey carried out by Péter Marton.

43 (GABLER 2006, 77.

44 Only 8% of the 71 fragments belonged to vessels from Rheinzabern, and almost 70% to ones from Gaul.
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Fig. 22. Rural settlements around the villa complexes at Testvérhegy.

bicolour by the Severan period),” suggested by the coins issued by Nerva, Hadrian, and Antoni-
nus Pius, respectively. Evidence of Roman presence before the construction of the villa complex
includes a silver nail-shaped brooch from between the 1st century BC and the 1st century AD (Fig.
18.3) and a fragment of a red-slipped hemispherical bowl decorated with distinct scales (Schin-
dler-Kaudelka’s Type 116), dated to the early 1st century AD (Fig. 18.1,4).

Surrounding agricultural centres

Recent research indicates that the villae on Testvérhegy and Csucshegy and in the nearby regions
north-east of Aquincum were embedded in a dense settlement network, a kind of suburban zone
(Fig. 22).® Notable villae in this zone include an impressive complex on Cstcshegy, excavated by
Lajos Nagy in the 1930s, which was established in the early 3rd century AD and remained occupied
even in the 4th century AD.* It is the most remarkable rural complex in the vicinity of the civil
town, incorporating buildings with elaborate architectural features (porticos, apses, heated rooms),
decorated walls and ceilings, and ‘luxury’ facilities such as baths. Another significant site is a villa
on Harsanylejt6, dating primarily to the 4th century AD, which stands out among such complexes
around Aquincum: it was built on a debris island, reconstructed multiple times, and features dis-
tinct areas for rural and urban functions.” This complex also had some comfort features, such as
terrazzo flooring, heating ducts, and a hypocaust.

45  KIRCHHOF 2011, 584.

46  GENCEVA 2004, 95.

47  SCHINDLER-KAUDELKA 1975, 121.
48 GARADY 1936, 96; HAvas 2011, 187.
49  NAGY 1937, 60.

50 LANG 2009.
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Additional architectural remains suggest the presence of rural villae or settlements also in the wider
region, including the sites of 262 Bécsi Road,” 7 Kékfest6 koz,”® Tarhos Street, 18-19 Aranyhegyi
Road, and Kolta Street,” with structures dating from the 2nd to the 4th century AD. The remains
of these villa estates yielded traces of residential and utilitarian buildings, walls, pavements, and
artefacts of Roman rural life.

A thoroughly excavated rural settlement lies on Csticshegy-Harsanylejt6, only 300 m from Test-
vérhegy. The area was already occupied in the Neolithic, Copper Age, Bronze Age, and Iron Age,
as well as in the Middle Ages; separating the records of all these historical periods during excava-
tion was, in itself, a huge task. The Roman occupation lasted from the late 1st century BC to the
3rd century AD. In its heyday in the 1st and 2nd centuries AD, the site had over fifty houses and
workshops but no wells, as water supply likely relied on natural springs.** Evidence suggests that
the semi-subterranean houses and workshops had Celtic roots. During the decline of the settlement
in the early 3rd century AD, a vineyard was established within the perimeter ditch, extending into
the centre of the then-abandoned settlement.” The rows of vine pits (vitis iugata) dug into the rub-
ble of the former houses follow two orientation systems. The vineyard likely belonged to a nearby
villa estate established in the 3rd century AD that expanded its influence in the area following the
decline of the village.*

Another villa estate in the broader region provides an excellent parallel to the buildings excavated
at Testvérhegy. The villa at Csillaghegy was first excavated by Marta Pet6 in 1987-88 and then by
Lérant Vass in 2016, who unearthed a main building with a side corridor. The only fully excavated
space® was a courtyard covered with flat stones, similar to the one in Complex B at Testvérhegy.
The Csillaghegy villa complex is unique for its earlier period, as reflected in both the finds and the
wall foundations. Méaria Pet6 already distinguished between the two building periods—the con-
struction of the buildings in the 2nd century AD and a rebuilding in the 3rd century AD—and inter-
preted the situation she discovered as the walls of the earlier period belonged to another building

51  See ANDERKO 2008. The complex is situated approximately 1 km from Testvérhegy. It comprises a sin-
gle-room 5 x 5 m building and a much larger, complex one with several rooms and probably terrazzo
flooring. Both were scarce in finds, so the function of the complex remains uncertain, although the
presence of proper flooring suggests residential use. The site aligns with the complexes of Testvérhegy
along the diagonal road.

52  See LassAnvyr 2012. This site lies between Testvérhegy and 262 Bécsi Road. The small-scale excavation
could not delineate its extent. It had at least five rooms and walls with a 50-60 cm-thick foundation. The
material suggests a dating between the beginning of the 3rd and the end of the 4th century AD.

53  See Havas et al. 2017; BunA1-BaLoGH 2015. These presumed rural settlement sites were found east of
Bécsi Road. At 18—-19 Aranyhegyi Road, traces of dismantled walls were discovered in 2015, and Roman
wall remains were observed in the profile of a newly dug cellar in the previous year, when a ruined but
intact Roman building (foundations and a gravel pavement) was also discovered in Tarhos Street be-
tween Sz616vész and Ovari streets. Only a single roof tile was found north-west of the ruins, indicating
that the building does not continue in that direction; however, several additional objects were collected
from the surface towards Ovari Street. Between 29 and 34 Tarhos Street, wall foundations laid in mortar
and building debris, probably forming a coherent unit, was found. This phenomenon, extending to 350
m and including several stone structures, could have been a village-like settlement. Another Roman
period stone building was discovered at the intersection of Kolta and Macsonya Streets in 2015. It was
a multi-room building with irregular stone foundations and rising walls set in yellow mortar. Its extent
could be defined because there were no signs of additional walls in the surrounding streets. Roof debris
and Roman period finds associated with the walls were also found in the area.

54 Havas et al. 2017, 172.
55 Havas et al. 2017, 42.
56  Havas et al. 2007, 177.
57  PETO 1993, 150.
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which was levelled in the reconstruction phase, resulting in a layer sequence where 2nd-century
AD material is scattered close to the walls but admixed with 3rd-century AD finds.*® If she is cor-
rect, this site had building phases identical to the complex at Testvérhegy.

Summary

Perhaps even more questions concerning the complex at Testvérhegy arise today than before be-
cause the two buildings were inhabited at completely different times. Complex B, with a total of six
building phases, was in use during the 2nd century AD, and the dating of its find material concludes
with the end of the Marcomannic Wars. By contrast, the earliest finds and phenomena associated
with the buildings of Complex A can be dated as late as the early 3rd century AD, and evidence
points to inhabitation until the beginning of the 4th century AD, raising the possibility that the
inhabitants of Complex B moved to Complex A because perhaps of the erosion which has signifi-
cantly damaged the interior and surroundings of their home.

Both complexes were multifunctional, with no separate residential and agricultural spaces. They
were also similar in design, each with a large courtyard with a floor level of scattered gravel or
stone slabs. Based on the square imprints found in Room IV and the bread oven in Room I (which
was used in the last period of the building), Complex B also included a commercial establishment.
The economic role of the villa complex must be interpreted with consideration to the surrounding
villae and rural settlements. These agricultural units, operating in such close proximity, were highly
likely connected—only the level of cooperation remains to be determined.

While in the 1950s, Géza Alfldy estimated a network with 3-4 km between villae®® We know of
such complexes today at distances of 500 m or less. This figure is becoming increasingly common
thanks to a recent upsurge in research, including excavations and archaeological surveys, which
have provided abundant information on newly discovered buildings and settlements and have im-
proved our knowledge of the suburban zone of Aquincum.

Sources
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