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Roézsa DEKANY?

Hungarian research on the Roman heritage of
Pannonia focuses primarily on investigating finds
and monuments within the current state borders;
however, researchers have also been engaged with
analysing topics that fell outside of this focus in the
period of modern archaeological research. The town
Carnuntum was one of the most important centres of
Pannonia after the Roman conquest of the area. Once
the province was divided in two parts during the
reign of Trajan, Carnuntum became the provincial
capital of Pannonia Superior. If no other reason,
being the former centre of the Roman province that
included the whole of today’s Transdanubia makes
Carnuntum a key site for research on Romans
in general. As the mixed Roman and Romanised
population had many ties to the province, studying
the monuments of Carnuntum also enhances our
knowledge of that.

Excavations have been carried out in the area
of Carnuntum since the 19th century, becoming
increasingly frequent and extensive. In the 20th
century, not only the acquisition of finds but also
their preservation and publication became more and
more important (Obermayr 1967, 7-19). Several
significant works on the epitaphs from Carnuntum
preceded Jozsef Beszédes’s studies. A fair number
of epitaphs have been published in the third
Supplement of the Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum
(CIL); Eduard Vorbeck discussed separately the
military and, later, the civil inscriptions in his two-
volume catalogue (Beszédes 2020a, 16).

Carnuntum and its municipal territory are
one of the richest sources of stone monuments in
Pannonia. While this find group, mostly gravestones,
can be key for the archaeology of military history
and epigraphy, no study has been dedicated to its
comprehensive analysis (Beszédes 2020b, 2). Several
corpora and catalogues have been published on stone
monuments, but these have become more and more
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obsolete with time — especially volumes II-IV of the
Corpus Signorum Imperii Romani (CSIR). Another
important corpus s the first volume of the Supplement
of Carnuntum in CSIR Osterreich, presenting
religious stone monuments (Kremer 2012). This
work sheds light, through discussions of various
find groups, on the position of the former centre in
the cultural network of the Roman Empire and of
Pannonia within. Previously working with Martin
Mosser on the evaluation of the gravestones of Legio
XV Apollinaris, Jozset Beszédes was involved in this
research (Beszédes, Mosser 2002). The monograph
in focus, published in 2020, continues this work and
contemplates the same topics.

Thevolumerevolvesaround 634 already published
Roman Period tombstones from Carnuntum and
its municipal territory (territorium). It contains all
epitaphs on stone monuments from Vorbeck’s two-
volume catalogue. In addition, the internet database
called Ubi Erat Lupa, in the creation of which the
author also participated, served as a source of
recently discovered finds (Beszédes 2020a, 11).
The book does not include illustrations of every
tombstone in the catalogue, but most of them can
be found in the database at lupa.at (Harl 2021, 293).

The book consists of a general analysis (pp.
9-198) and a find catalogue (pp. 199-502). The
discussion is divided into twelve chapters, completed
with a summary in German. The catalogue includes
individual descriptions of the 164 tombstones from
Carnuntum and its territorium and images of some.

The introductory chapter (1. Bevezetés / Intro-
duction, pp. 11-12) is followed by an overview
of research history (2. Kutatdstorténet /| Research
history, pp. 13-20) and the geographical setting of
Carnuntum and its history (3. Carnuntum és vdrosi
territoriumdnak természetfoldrajzi és telepiiléstorténeti
vdzlata | geographical and settlement historical data,
pp- 21-16).
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An important element of the analysis is the history
of the troops (legionary and auxiliary) stationed in
Carnuntum, presented in Chapter 4 (4. Carnuntum
csapattorténete | military history of Carnuntum, pp.
27-30). It is also relevant because a significant part of
the examined tombstones can be linked to the military
(Beszédes 2020b, 4). The second part provides a classi-
fication and dating of different grave monument types,
starting with a presentation, including their charac-
teristics and rate of occurrence, of the tomb types ap-
pearing in Carnuntum and its territorium and shed-
ding light on the complexity of the different variants
through specific examples (5. Siremlékfajtdk / types of
grave monuments, pp. 31-40). As context cannot be
omitted from the assessing of grave monuments, the
sixth chapter discusses burial forms and grave types
appearing in and around Carnuntum (6. Temetkezési
formdk, sirtipusok / burial forms and grave types, pp.
41-44). The seventh chapter focuses on elements of
dating value of the grave monuments (7. A siremlékek
keltezési tampontjai | aspects for the dating of grave
monuments, pp. 45-52).

Since stelae make up the largest part of the
grave monuments from Carnuntum and its
surroundings, Jozsef Beszédes devoted a separate
chapter to them, presenting the possibilities of
typological classification (8. Sztélétipologia / Stele
typology, pp. 53-64). Stelae can be examined based
on their shape, decoration, division, and structural
elements. In the presented framework, the analysed
examples are classified into four groups based on the
characteristics of the upper closing and subgroups
based on finer details; altogether, 45 different stele
types were distinguished in Carnuntum and its
territorium (Beszédes 2020a, 53, Fig. 4, Carnuntum
és territoriumdnak sztélétipoldgiai tabldzata / table of
the stele types from Carnuntum and its territorium).

Although the typology of grave stelae is not
new, such a structured analysis of gravestones
of Carnuntum had not been presented before. It
enables a more accurate dating of specific pieces and
facilitates the analysis of analogies from the province
in the context of the Empire.

The latest results and the conclusions drawn
from the analysis of all monuments are presented in
Chapters 9-11 (9. Carnuntumi lel6helyii sirkovek /
Tombstones from Carnuntum, pp. 65-122). Dividing
the gravestones into two groups (those with and
without inscriptions) and distinguishing between
military and civilian gravestones, the author came to
the following important conclusion: Military grave

monuments are almost exclusively stelae, while the
grave markers of civilians are much more varied,
including other monument types (e.g., grave titles,
altars, and statues) besides a large proportion of
stelae. In addition, military and civil tombstones in
Carnuntum do not show significant differences in
design, making it likely that they were made by the
same workshops (Beszédes 2020a, 119).

In Chapter 10, the author presents the tombstones
from the territorium arranged in alphabetical order
of the names of their findspots; the descriptions
include information about the geographical setting
of each (10. Carnuntum vdrosi territoriumdrol
el6keriilt sirkovek / tombstones from the territorium
of the town Carnuntum, pp. 123-170). A separate
chapter is dedicated to a detailed and comprehensive
evaluation of the grave monuments found in the
territorium (11. A Carnuntum territoriumdn el6keriilt
siremlékek kiértékelése / analysis of the former, pp.
171-190). Beszédes concludes that the 1st—early
2nd-century AD record of the territorium is much
more varied in both design and decoration than that
of Carnuntum and explains that with the inhabitants
of the municipal territory having been ethnically
more diverse than the Romanised population
around the legionary camp in Carnuntum (Beszédes
2020b, 9). Motifs common in Carnuntum and the
settlements along the Amber Road — Medusa’s head,
dolphins, mixed marine creatures, plant frames,
wreaths, and rosette (a very popular decorative
element in Carnuntum) - occur only sporadically
on tombstones of the local population (Beszédes
2020a, 174). The pieces with mythological reliefs
are most likely related to veterans (Harl 2021, 294),
while the depictions of chariots, hunting scenes, and
full-length depictions of the deceased in a sitting or
standing position are common on tombstones of the
local Celtic population (Beszédes 2020b, 9).

Most gravestones of the native population from
the territorium cannot be dated using the method
applied to the ones from Carnuntum because
they do not include military troop names or other
inscriptions indicating a historical connection. In
addition, civilian fashion did not change enough
over the years for its depictions to be suitable for
precise dating (Harl 2021, 294). Overall, the dating
of the tombstones from the territorium is much more
imprecise than that of the pieces from Carnuntum.

The structure of the catalogue follows that of
the evaluation, presenting first tombstones from
Carnuntum and then the pieces from the territorium.
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The list of tombstones from Carnuntum starts with
military tombstones with inscriptions, sorted by
troops (Cat. 1-230), followed by pieces related to
civilians (Cat. 231-303), fragments with inscriptions
(Cat. 304-352), and tombstones without inscription
(Cat. 353-416). Tombstones from the territorium
are arranged alphabetically in the names of their
findspots and types.

As is customary for catalogues and corpora, the
object descriptions include data on the findspot,
place of storage, material, dimensions, inscriptions
(if there are any), and the relevant literature.
Importantly, the stones are dated more accurately
than ever before, and the descriptions of many are
particularly detailed.

The volume was published in Hungarian, which is
rare amongst the works on Carnuntum. However, the

summary in German at the end makes it accessible
for non-Hungarian readers, too. The well-structured
plates and diagrams also help in understanding the
chapters (Harl 2021, 293). Nevertheless, the author
intends to publish a German version in the future
(Beszédes 2020a, 9).

Jozset Beszédes book excels amongst the
Hungarian works dedicated to the analysis of
gravestones because, besides presenting a collection
of the gravestones from Carnuntum and its
territorium, it presents an analysis of their epigraphic
and sculptural aspects. The typological classification
and the analysis give a deeper insight into the history
of the troops stationed in Carnuntum and the ethnic
changes of the population, while the joint epigraphic
and sculptural examination of the tombstones
enabled their more precise dating than ever before.
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