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LATE MEDIEVAL AND EARLY POST-MEDIEVAL CLOTH SEALS
OF NUREMBERG AND WOHRD FROM THE COLLECTION
OF THE TOWN MUSEUM IN BECE]

Rasko RAMADANSKI

This paper is concerned with five specimens of late medieval and early post-medieval lead cloth seals issued by
Nuremberg and Wohrd in Bavaria from the collection of the Town Museum in Becej, Serbia. The extensive re-
search carried out on cloth seals in Hungary over the recent years allows us to establish a broader sense of cloth
seal application and distribution in the Carpathian Basin and apply this knowledge to new finds from Serbia.

E tanulmdny ot késé kozépkori és kora tijkori 6lom textilplombdt ismertet, melyeket a bajororszdgi Niirnbergben
és Wohrdben bocsdtottak ki, és jelenleg az obecsei Virosi Miizeumban (Szerbia) ériznek. Hdla az elmiilt évek
textilplombdkra irdnyuld széles korii magyarorszdgi kutatdsainak, lehetdség van arra, hogy szélesebb kontextus-
ban tarjuk fel a textilplombdk haszndlatdt és elterjedését a Karpat-medencében, és ezt a tuddst alkalmazzuk 1ij
szerbiai leletek esetében is.

IIpedmem 0602a pada cy nem no3HOCPedr08eKOBHUX U PAHOHOBOBEKOBHUX OTIOBHUX NIOMOU 34 MKAHUHY, U3-
damux y Hupnbepey u Bepdy y Basapcxkoj. Peu je o npumepyuma u3 36upxe Ipadckoe myseja Beuej y Cpouju.
OncesxcHa ucmpaxuearoa niomou 3a MKaHuHy Koja cy cnposedena y Mahapckoj moxom nocnedrux 00uHa
omoeyhaseajy Ham 0a 6omwe caznedamo rwuxosy HameHy u oucmpubyuyujy y Kapnamckoj xomnunu, xao u oa

NPpUMeHUMO 064 ca3Harwa Ha Hose Hanase us Cpouje.

Keywords: Becej, Nuremberg, Wohrd, late medieval period, early post-medieval period, cloth seals

Kulcsszavak: Obecse, Niirnberg, Wohrd, késé kozépkor, kora tijkor, textilplombdk

Kipyune peun: beuej, Huprbepe, Bepo, nosnu cpedru 6ex, panu HO8U ek, niombe 3a MmKaHuHy

Cloth seals are a largely unknown topic in Serbian
archaeology, that also applies, at this point, to most
of South-eastern Europe. Earlier, these artefacts were
simply considered uncommon but vague examples
of material culture at best, and were usually falsely or
inaccurately described, or simply left unattributed.
However, cloth seals can also be regarded as a
secondary historic source and can expand our
comprehension of late medieval and early post-
medieval commerce and trade. Furthermore, like
coins, cloth seals can greatly contribute to the estab-
lishment of chronology in layers and other units on
archaeological sites. With consideration of the few
earlier works on cloth seals from Serbia, this paper
can be regarded as a first attempt of a systematic study

and publication of a particular cloth seal collection
from this country. Having that in mind, only late
medieval and early post-medieval cloth seals of
Nuremberg and Wohrd from the collection of the
Town Museum in Becej are discussed in this paper,
largely because these seals are easily discernible,
have traceable provenance and could be indicative
of the economic standing of the community.

In essence, cloth seals are lead applications, riv-
eted to packages of cloth intended for export or re-
distribution. The practice of marking exported cloth
was an answer to the increased demand for quality
and provenance assurance, particularly during
taxation, starting with wool in England as early as
the 13" century (Elton 2017, 20-21). True cloth seals
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first appeared in Leiden, Holland, with archetypes
being used in the Byzantine Empire a few centuries
earlier (Elton 2017, 20-21). A specific morphology
and typology of cloth seals developed in the course
of time, including various shapes and folding pat-
terns, the most conventional being circular discs
with single rivets. The seals were applied to packages
by grasping and pressing the lead blanks on the cloth
with iron moulds, either with clamps or by striking
them with a hammer (Egan 1994; Mordovin 2018a).
In turn, the blanks themselves were cast in stone
moulds, as testified by a recent find from England
(Fig. 1)."! Soon enough, many manufacturers over
the continent issued their own cloth seals. However,
even though sealing cloth became widespread, many
guilds still hesitated over introducing the practice,
as was noted by a German guild inspector in the
middle of the 17" century (Ogilvie 2014, 180). As
highlighted earlier, cloth seals are in many regards
valuable finds with multiple practical applications in

our research of past economy and communication
as well as the dating of cultural layers in archaeol-
ogy. For the past decades, scholars have minutely re-
searched and published many cloth seal collections
and finds, particularly in the United Kingdom (see
Egan 1994, Elton 2017). Of course, this can apply to
certain other regions as well, for example, Hungary
(see Mordovin 2018a). Furthermore, the application
of different physical and chemical analytic methods
in the future, such as those based on the supercon-
ductivity of lead (Nazarova et al. 2020, 79-86), can
possibly increase the accuracy and extend the dating
value of cloth seals even further.

As of today, there are not many published cloth
seals from Serbia and this maybe applies to the rest
of South-eastern Europe as well. One of the earliest
references of a cloth seal from Serbia is an English
specimen, with a typical Tudor rose, discovered at the
excavations of a 17"-century household in Belgrade.
As the author suspected, this item was likely in sec-

1cm

Fig. I A stone mould for making cloth seal blanks (© Portable Antiquities Scheme)
1. kép Nyers textilplombak készitésére szolgalé ké ontéforma (© Portable Antiquities Scheme)
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Fig. 2 The area of Becej with marked sites of individual cloth seal finds (1-4: Nuremberg; 5: Wohrd). 1: Crna Bara;
2: Perlek; 3: Obornjaca; 4: Cik; 5: Perlek
2. kép Becse/Becej kornyezete a textilplomba-lel6helyekkel (1-4: Nirnberg; 5: Wohrd). 1: Crna Bara; 2: Perlek;
3: Obornjaca; 4: Cik; 5: Perlek

ondary use, because it was perforated (Mapjanosnh-  cloth seal finds became a topic on archaeological con-
Byjosuh 1973, 215, 217, Ci. 26). Four decades would  ferences as well.* Consequently, cloth seals in Serbia
pass before a particular cloth seal from Serbia is pub- ~ began to get published as appendices in studies cov-
lished separately for the first time, another English  ering wider topics, such as the cases of the finds from
cloth seal from the area of Crna Bara® near Coka in  the area of Zrenjanin (Bemomuku 2018, 26-27), Ba¢
the Northern Banat region (Ramadanski 2014). Soon,  fortress (Cranojes 2019, 230), and sites near Becej

Fig. 3 Nuremberg cloth seal from Stapar (Mordovin 2018a, 65: 35 kép)
3. kép Niirnbergi textilplomba Staparbol (Mordovin 2018a, 65: 35 kép)
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Fig. 4 Wohrd cloth seal from the fortress of Ba¢ (Museum of Vojvodina)
4. kép Wohrdi textilplomba a bacsi (Ba¢) er6dbél (Vajdasagi Mizeum)

(Pamagancky, Illypamn 2020, 46) and Mladenovac
(MBanumesuh 2020, 290-291). Most of these cloth
seals are in fact stray finds as there are not that many
cloth seals from documented archaeological contexts
in Serbia so far. The extensive research carried out on
cloth seals in Hungary over the recent years, greatly
due to the devoted research and efforts of archaeolo-
gist Maxim Mordovin, allows us to expand the study
of cloth seals to the region, establishing a broader
sense of cloth seal application and distribution. In
turn, this further saturates our overall knowledge of
the late medieval and early post-medieval market and
trade. Furthermore, the data on Hungarian cloth seals
is directly applicable to the finds from Serbia.

The area of Becej can correspond to the con-
temporary municipality in Serbia that also includes
Backo Petrovo Selo and Backo Gradiste as well as
several smaller villages. The natural boundaries of
this area roughly correspond with the Tisa River in
the east, the creek of Cik in the north and a mod-
ern canal, also called Crna Bara before the regula-
tion, in the south. Becej (lat. Beche; Hun. Becse) is
mentioned as early as the 11™ century, whereas the
fortress is only mentioned first in 1342 and pro-
ceeded to develop during the following centuries
under Hungarian, Crusader, Serbian and Ottoman
lords (Szekeres 1983, 19-20). Similiar circumstances
apply to late medieval Perlek (Lat. Perlek), an im-
portant settlement north-west of Becej (Szekeres
1983, 43-44). Known medieval and post-medieval
settlements, located in the Lower Cik valley, were
Vizesturol (Hun. Vizesturol) and Markovci* as well

as Obornjaca, Sijanica (Lat. Sianica; Hun. Zianicza),
Cikedhaz (Lat. Chykeghaz; Hun. Csikegyhdz), Cik-
tev (Lat. Chykthew; Hun. Csikt6 [?]), Cicanica (Lat.
Chychanicha/ Chihanichal Zyha-nysha), and others
(PamamaHcku, Hlypamn 2020, 27-31, 35-40). How-
ever, the historic area of Becej can easily include a
region on both sides of the Tisa. The original site was
located on an islet in the river, whereas, due to water-
way regulation in the 20™ century, the remains of the
medieval and early post-medieval fortress rest today
in the riverbed in the Banat region, near the mod-
ern settlement of Novi Becej and the important site
of Araca (Hun. Aracs), a medieval monastery and
settlement that extended to another creek that, inci-
dentally, was also called Crna Bara. An outline of rel-
evant contemporary landmarks and the sites where
cloth seals of Nuremberg and Wo6hrd were docu-
mented can be observed on the map of Becej and the
previously described area (Fig. 2).” Important medi-
eval roads in the immediate vicinity of our sites were
the well-known Szeged Road (Srb. Segedinski put) in
the Backa region that connected Petrovaradin and
Szeged (Pamapmancky, Ilypamn 2020, 24-25) and
the road described by Bertrandon de la Broquiére in
1433 that linked the Western Banat with Backa via
Becej (Uemepe 2013, 224). The most important route
was obviously the Tisa River although its tributaries
such as Cik in Ba¢ka and Crna Bara in Banat could
also have played significant roles in traffic and the
transport of building material and merchandise.
The large cloth seals of Nuremberg display sev-
eral variations of emblems or coats of arms that in
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Fig. 5 Cat. 1, Nuremberg, late 15" century
5. kép Kat. 1, Niirnberg, 15. szdzad vége

Fig. 6 Cat. 2, Nuremberg, late 15% century
6. kép Kat. 2, Niirnberg, 15. szazad vége

earlier examples prominently feature the standing
figure of St. Lawrence and, in younger variants, mar-
shalled coats of arms with eagles and bends. Two of
the seals are fully preserved, with both the riveted
and the hollow sides intact, whereas the latter two
can be considered semi-preserved because only the
riveted halves persisted. Furthermore, the semi-pre-
served seal of Wohrd shares a similar format with
the earlier examples of Nuremberg but is readily
discernible by a large letter W and an arrangement
of three fleur de lys. Two specimens from this col-
lection® have pronounced grid-like negatives on the
inner side of the discs. These seem to be the imprints

of what was once a woven cloth, in one case con-
veniently revealing a weaving pattern — such finds
may be a topic of another research in the future. A
comprehensive overview of the physical characteris-
tics of these finds, including descriptions and spatial
data, is made available in the catalogue section of
this paper.

To our knowledge, seals of Nuremberg have not
yet been published in Serbian literature. However,
there is one find, originally from a site in modern-day
Serbia, which was relatively recently published in
Hungary. A well-preserved specimen with the figure
of St. Lawrence was documented in Stapar (Fig. 3),
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Fig. 7 Cat. 3, Nuremberg, second third of the 16" century
7. kép Kat. 3, Niirnberg, 16. szazad masodik harmada

Fig. 8 Cat. 4, Nuremberg, last third of the 16™ century
8. kép Kat. 4, Nirnberg, 16. szdzad utolsé harmada

a settlement near Sombor in the Western Backa re-
gion (Mordovin 2018a, 65, 35). This is a valuable
find that, due to its relative proximity to the Danube,
can provide some insight into the overall circulation
of Nuremberg cloth in the area during the late medi-
eval period. On the other hand, there is also a docu-
mented cloth seal of Wohrd in Serbia, discovered in
a pit deposit at Bac fortress (Fig. 4), in a context dat-
ed by ceramics to the 15"-16™ centuries (CraHojeB
2019, 228, 230, 18). The riveted disc is preserved and
features the typical letter Wj it is 26 mm in diameter
and 5 mm thick (Cranojes 2019, 230, 18). The ad-
ditional significance of this specimen lies in that it

was discovered through archaeological excavations
and has a documented context. As pointed out earli-
er, cloth seals from a documented context are scarce.
Additionally, cloth seals of Nuremberg were docu-
mented in many collections in modern-day Hunga-
ry (Mordovin 2014, 212, 27, 213, 28, 30, 31, 214, 32)
and some of these finds correspond to certain areas
such as Baranya County (Mordovin 2014, 213, 29),
including Szeremle (Panya et al. 2021, 61-62, 65,
78-79), as well as Oroshdza, Paks and Szolnok (Mor-
dovin 2017, 87; Mordovin 2018a, 295, Kat. 073),
a mound near Csorvas (Mordovin 2017, 87; Mor-
dovin 2018a, 296, Kat. 075), the castles of Didsgyor
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Fig. 9 Cat. 5, Wohrd, first half of the 16 century
9. kép Kat. 5, Wohrd, 16. szazad els6 fele

near Miskolc (Mordovin 2018a, 296, Kat. 076) and
Bajcsa (Mordovin 2017, 87), Tapiésag (Mordovin
2021, 264, 41) and Papa (Mordovin 2013, 278; Mor-
dovin et al. 2016, 70; Mordovin 2017, 87; Mordovin
2018a, 295, Kat. 074). Some specimens, such as the
seals from the medieval church sites of Csomorkany
and Opusztaszer, were recovered in archaeological
excavations (Mordovin 2017, 87-88). Furthermore,
seals of Wohrd were documented, for example, in
Agasegyhédza (Mordovin 2018a, 313, Kat. 110) and
Somogy County (Mordovin 2018a, 314, Kat. 112).
The distribution of seals attributed to workshops
in Nuremberg and Wohrd, or rather the textiles
they labeled, was widespread in Central and Eastern
Europe. Namely, identical seals are documented as
far as Gdansk (ger. Danzig) in modern-day Poland
(Mordovin 2018a, 148, 88. kép). Nuremberg and
the adjacent Wohrd are considered to have been the
main suppliers of high-quality textile in the better
part of Central Europe (Mordovin 2018b, 286). On
the other hand, it is supposed that not only the cloth
that was produced in Nuremberg was labelled by
seals with this particular centre’s markings, but also
textiles of other provenance (Mordovin 2017, 89). In
that regard, Nuremberg with its adjacent suburban
community (i.e. Wohrd et al.) was also regarded a
major trading hub for the redistribution of quality
cloth. Consequently, these textiles were more expen-
sive that other regional cloth products. At this point,
it is safe to conclude that the inhabitants of the medi-
eval settlements and posts in the vicinity of medieval
Becej, partly because of the proximity of frequent
and important land and river corridors, tapped into

the main trading routes and accessed, afforded and
applied high-quality cloth from regional centres in
Bavaria and their supposed capillary suppliers.

CATALOGUE

Cat. 1. Nuremberg, late 15" century (Fig. 5)

Obverse: The standing figure of St. Lawrence wielding the
gospels and a griddle, encircled with dentils.

Reverse: NUR/NBER([G], encircled with dentils.

47.16 g; 35.4 mm; 2 h; inv. no. N906.

Spatial data: The left bank of the Crna Bara, Novi Bedej
Municipality.

Reference: Mordovin 2018a, 294, Kat. 072.

Cat. 2. Nuremberg, late 15" century (Fig. 6)

27.57 g; 35.8 mmy; 11 h; inv. no. N907.

Obverse: The standing figure of St. Lawrence wielding the
gospels and a griddle, encircled with two rows of dentils.
Reverse: [NJUR/NB[ERG].

Spatial data: West of the eponymous mound in the area of
Perlek, Becej Municipality.

Reference: Mordovin 2018a, 294, Kat. 072.

Cat. 3. Nuremberg, second third of the 16™ century (Fig.
7)

22.19 g; 33.5 mm; 6 h; inv. no. N914.

Obverse: A dimidiated Spanish (Iberian) eschutcheon
with a demi-eagle in front and divided diagonally five
times by bends in the back, encircled with dentils.
Reverse: Indiscernible contents, with what appear to be
bends.

Spatial data: The area of Obornjaca, north-west of Becej,
Ada Municipality.

Reference: Mordovin 2018a, 296, Kat. 075.
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Cat. 4. Nuremberg, last third of the 16" century (Fig. 8)
28.42 g; 34.7 mm; 6 h; inv. no. N908.

Obverse: A dimidiated escutcheon with a scroll-eared top
and lobed base, with a demi-eagle in front and divided
diagonally five times by bends in the back, encircled with
dentils.

Reverse: Indiscernible contents, encircled with rows of
serrated and worn dentils.

Spatial data: The right bank of the Cik, Be¢ej Municipality.
Reference: Mordovin 2018a, 296, Kat. 076.

Notes

1 Courtesy of the British Museum’s Portable Antiquities
Scheme. © Portable Antiquities Scheme, reproduced
under Creative Commons License CC by 4.0; finds.
org.uk; PAS Unique ID No. LON-571CE3.

2 At this point it is important to note that there are sev-
eral distinct toponyms and hydronyms called Crna
Bara in the region. Those relevant for this study in-
clude the contemporary village in Northern Banat, an
old waterway near Becej and a creek near Araca.

3 Pamapancku Pamko, IInombe 3a mxanuny Huprbepea
u Bepoa u3 s6upxe Ipadckoz myseja Beuej, CpenmoBe-
KOoBHa cekuyja CpIICKOT apXeo/IOUIKOT JIPYIITBa, Ja-

Cat. 5. Wohrd, first half of the 16" century (Fig. 9)

27.27 g; 34.1 mm; 10 h; inv. no. N909.

Obverse: Letter “W” with three fleurs-de-lis, encircled
with worn dentils.

Reverse: Indiscernible contents.

Spatial data: West of the eponymous mound in the area of
Perlek, Be¢ej Municipality.

Reference: Mordovin 2018a, 314, Kat. 111.

roguHa, 29-30. HoBeMb6ap, 2019; Rasko Ramadanski,
Finds of Late Medieval and Post-medieval cloth seals in
Serbia, Post-medieval People and Things: Exploring
Networks of Agency, EAA Congress 2020, 26™ Au-
gust, 2020.

4 Both Vizesturol (hun. Vizesturol) and Markovci cor-
respond to the 19"-century toponym Vizestal (hun.
Vizestdl).

5 After: Preglednotopografska karta 1:300,000 Beograd,
Vojnogeografski institut, 1988.

6 Inv. No. N907 and N914.
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NURNBERGI ES WOHRDI KESEI KOZEPKORI ES KORA UJKORI TEXTILPLOMBAK
AZ OBECSEI VAROSI MUZEUM GYUJTEMENYEBOL

Osszefoglalds

A munka 6t kés6 kozépkori és kora ujkori, a bajor-
orszagi Niirnberg és Wohrd varosaban kiadott 6lom
textilplombaval foglalkozik, amelyek a szerbiai
obecsei varosi mizeum gytijteményében talalhatok.
A tanulmany a Tisza menti torténelmi Obecse széle-
sen értelmezett kornyezetébdl szarmazé textilplom-
bak (6sszesen ot darab) katalogusat is tartalmazza.
Tekintettel arra, hogy ez az elsé kisérlet egy szerbiai
textilplomba-gytijtemény egy részének kozzétételé-
re, erre a sajatos szarmazasi helyre esett a valasztas,

ugyanis a niirnbergi és wohrdi ruhapecsétek kiilo-
nosen jol felismerhetdek és elegendd egykoru dssze-
hasonlithat6 anyag all rendelkezésiinkre a régiobol,
f6leg a mai Magyarorszagbol. Az elmult évek jelen-
tés magyar textilplomba-kutatdsainak nyomaban
lehetdség nyilik arra, hogy altalanos kovetkezteté-
seket vonjunk le a textilplombak Karpat-medencei
hasznélatara és elterjedésére, és ezt a tudast alkal-
mazzuk Uj szerbiai leletekre is.

ITOSHOCPEIOBEKOBHE 1 PAHOHOBOBEKOBHE IIJIOMBE 3A TKAHVIHY HVUPHBEPTA
M BEPJA 3 3bMPKE 'PAJCKOI' MY3EJA BEYE]

Pesume

[Ipenmer oBora pajja cy IeT IO3HOCPE[OBEKOB-
HUX Y PAHOHOBOBEKOBHIIX O/IOBHMX IUTOMOM 32 TKa-
HUHY, n3gartux y Hupu6epry u Bepay y baBapckoj.

Pey je o mpumepuuma n3 36upke Ipagckor myseja
Beuyej y Cpbujn. Y mpumoskeHOM KaTajory Hajlase ce
¥ TIOfIALlM KOjU Ce OffHOCe Ha Ha/asMINTa IIoM6u,
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KOja y CBUM C/y4ajeBMMa IPUIIAJAjy OKoMMHM bBe-
4eja, MCTOPUjCKOT Tpajia Ha obamu peke Tuce. Y3u-
Majyhm y 0631p fa je 0BO NpBM IOBOJ, TEMATCKOT
o0jaB/pyBama jeqHe 30MpKe IVIOMOM 32 TKAaHVMHY U3
Cpbuje, nzabpanu cy ynpaso npumepun us Hup-
HOepra 1 Beppma ycien cBoje Nperno3HaT/bBUBOCTU
Kao0 U IIOCTOjarba IOBO/bHO YIIOPEAUBOT MaTepujaja

© 2023 The Author(s).

y pernony, noce6Ho ca mpocropa gaHaurme Mabhap-
cke. OmcexxHa MCTpaXMBamba IVIOMOU 3a TKaHUHY
Koja cy cripoBefieHa y Mabapckoj TOkoM Iociemmix
rogyHa omoryhaBajy HaM fja 607be caraeaMo bIxo-
BY HaMeHy 1 guctpubynujy y Kapmnarckoj xkormhu,
Kao 1 Jla IIPMMEHMMO OBa Ca3Haiba Ha HOBE Hajlase

u3 Cpbuje.
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