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THE GRAVE OF THE “LADY OF BORJAD” — A LATE NEOLITHIC WOMAN
OF HIGH STATUS FROM BARANYA COUNTY (HUNGARY)

The paper publishes a recently excavated grave and the possible remains of an adjacent, but destroyed
grave, both dated to the Late Neolithic Lengyel Culture. The graves were found in 2010 during a rescue
excavation near the village of Borjad (Baranya County, southwestern Hungary). The intact grave (and most
probably the destroyed one, too) belongs to a recently discovered type of high-status burial within a large
rectangular burial pit with hollowed corners. Many of these graves are richly endowed with grave goods.
Though hundreds of Lengyel Culture graves have been published so far from Baranya, the intact Borjad
grave is the first of the type from the county, and second outside the site (Alsonyék-Bataszek, Tolna County)
where the type was discovered.

A cikk ket, egy ép és egy nagyreszt elpusztult, a késo neolitikus lengyeli kultura idejére keltezheto sirt mutat
be. A 2010-ben, a Baranya megyei Borjad hatardaban egy mentddsatas keretében feltart objektumok abba
a nemreg azonositott tipusba sorolhatok, melyeknek fo jellemzdje a nagy, téglalap alaku sirgédor, melynek
sarkaiba mélyedéseket vdjtak. E sirok egy jelentds részére jellemzo még a gazdag sirmelléklet is. Noha
Baranya megyébdl mar tobb szaz publikalt lengyeli sirt ismeriink, az itt ismertetett tipus eddig ismeretlen
volt, és a baranyai sir a masodik, amely a tipust ismertté tevo alsonyék-bataszéki lelohelyen kiviil elokeriilt.
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In the autumn of 2010, a local amateur archaeolo-
gist donated a more-or-less intact pedestalled vessel
to the Department of Archaeology of the Janus Pan-
nonius Museum, Pécs. He reported that the vessel
and some other sherds were washed out by a tem-
porary watercourse in the vicinity of the village of
Borjad (Fig. 1).! The vessel can be dated to the Late
Neolithic Lengyel Culture because of its character-
istic shape and porous red paint.

After this kind donation, we visited the site with
the local representative of National Office of Cul-
tural Heritage. The area is cultivated as a nursery
garden. Field-walking of ca. 2 ha area around the
findspot of the pedestalled vessel produced finds
belonging to the Lengyel Culture indicating that a
settlement was located there.

We found that the vessels were brought to light
by excess irrigation water that had repeatedly flowed
through the area. Since this process endangered a
part of the site, we implemented a small-scale res-
cue excavation that produced unexpected results.

Following the removal of the thin layer of top-
soil, we found the traces of several scattered over-
lapping features belonging to the Middle and Late
Neolithic periods (Fig. 2). In general, the features
of lighter brown fill proved to be those containing
Middle Neolithic material. Because of the small size
of the excavation area, most of the larger features
could not be fully excavated. A pale, but unusually
rectangular, discolouration (Feature 3) stood out of
the exposed features, most of which were irregu-
larly shaped. As it turned out later, this feature was
arich grave.

Apart from the various pits and the aforemen-
tioned grave, we also uncovered the possible re-
mains of another destroyed grave (Feature 10) that
was dug into a previously back-filled pit complex
(Feature 5).

It seems therefore that the site was inhabited
during at least two periods of the Neolithic. In sev-
eral cases, the pits of the Lengyel Culture cut those
that belonged to the Middle Neolithic. In turn, the
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Fig. 1 Location of the site in Hungary
1.kép A leléhely elhelyezkedése

Lengyel graves were cutting other Lengyel Culture
features. This fact also suggests at least two hori-
zons during the Lengyel Culture period of the site;
most probably the graves indicate a period when the
excavated part of the settlement was not in use any-
more. In our paper, we present only the graves.

Description of the graves

Feature 3 (Fig. 3-9)

Having removed the topsoil, Feature 3 showed up
as a rectangular discolouration that seemingly cut
Feature 5, a pit of the Lengyel Culture. Surmis-
ing that the pit might be analogous with the then
mostly unpublished Alsonyék-Bataszék ‘Haupt-
lingsgrdiber’, we began to remove the backfill
from half of the pit in order to produce a verti-
cal section but after the removal of a mere 25 cm
of the more-or-less homogenous fill, we already
found human bones and pottery.

Accordingly, we continued to uncover the
remains, and found a contracted skeleton lying
on its left side in an east-west orientation. The
bones were preserved in bad condition, and parts
of the crushed skull were missing, most probably
removed by a burrowing animal. Along the east
and west wall of the pit, we found two trench-
like elongated hollows that contained the major-

ity of the grave goods. In the corners of the pit,
the ends of the “trenches” were further deepened
forming four posthole-like cavities. The skeleton
was positioned on the central “plateau”, slight-
ly south of the west-east axis of the rectangular
grave. The head extended beyond the central floor
of the grave and, as we found it, lay inclined on
the slope of the east trench. It seems though that
originally the head had been supported by some-
thing made of perishable material, e.g., a wooden
burial bed or a pillow that decayed over time,
thus causing the head to descend onto the steep
slope below it (Fig. 5).

The grave measured 175%x210 cm. The original
depth of the grave cannot be determined because
of the erosion of the slope. Measured from the
present-day surface, the deepest points in the cor-
ners were -70—75 cm while the main floor was at
a relative depth of 40 cm.

The grave goods consisted of 15 ceramic ves-
sels and a necklace comprising beads made main-
ly of copper and marine shells. Most of the ves-
sels were placed in the hollows in the corners.
However, three pieces lay on the shallower, cen-
tral part of the west trench and three pieces were
placed on the central floor. One of these latter two
vessels was adjacent to and leaning on the south
wall ca. 10 cm higher than the skeleton, and two
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Fig. 2 Plan of the excavated features
2. kép A feltart jelenségek alaprajza

other vessels lay near the knee of the body. Four
vessels were found on a second level: below the
level of the skeleton, in the southeast and south-
west “posthole”, below other vessels (Fig. 7-8).

Grave goods

Nr. 3/la. Beaker (0.2012.305.3.1; Fig. 14, 1). Well-
fired, finely tempered thin-walled, dark grey tripartite
beaker. It has been restored to its full original form.
Form: cylindrical neck, convex upper body, strongly
conic, straight-walled lower body, small base. The en-
tire outside of the vessel shows traces of red paint, as
well as a painted strip on the inside right above the lip.
Height: 9.5 cm, diameter of the rim: 8.5 cm, diameter
of the bottom: 3 cm. Found next to the knees of the
skeleton. Its pieces were found broken and mixed with
the sherds of vessel 3/1b, so much so that the two sepa-
rate vessels were only identified during the restoration
process.

Nr. 3/1b. Beaker (0.2012.305.3.16; Fig. 14, 2).
Well-fired, thin-walled, finely tempered, dark grey bi-
conical beaker with traces of red paint on its outside
and the inside below the rim. Restored from sherds. It
has a slightly curved neck, sharp carination, and conical
lower body. It has four, evenly distributed knobs around
its belly. Height: 9 cm, diameter of the rim: 11.4 cm,
diameter of the base: 3.5 cm. The sherds of this vessel

were mixed with those of vessel 3/1a and were sepa-
rated and identified during the restoration work.

Nr. 3/2. Pedestalled vessel (0.2012.305.3.2; Fig.
13, la—e). Well-fired, dark grey, low-pedestalled vessel.
The upper part of the vessel is conical with a straight
profile. The rim of the pedestal is slightly flared. The
vessel shows traces of red paint both on the inside and
the outside. On the outside of the upper part there are
four round knobs. In the areas between the round knobs
the red paint is interrupted by four ring-shaped, unpaint-
ed areas rimmed with white in the inner part. The red-
painted inside of rings had white zigzag motifs painted
on them. Unfortunately, we have only photographs of
the white motifs, because the white paint disintegrated
shortly after the removal of the vessel from the soil.
Four, evenly placed knobs are placed on the upper part
of the pedestal. It seems that the pedestal was decorated
with alternating red, white and unpainted, dark gray
areas. Unfortunately, only the traces of an unpainted
saw-tooth pattern and a white, triangular shape painted
on the red ground coat can still be discerned from the
decoration of the pedestal. Height: 21.5 cm, diameter of
the rim: 41 cm, diameter of the base 12.5 cm. This ves-
sel was found in the southwest corner of the grave. The
rim of the vessel was on the same level as the central
floor of the grave.

Nr. 3/3. Butmir type (mushroom) pot (0.2012.305.3.3;
Fig. 15, 7). Finely tempered, well-fired, dark grey pot with
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inward leaning, hemispherical shoulder, and conical belly.
Found broken, it is now restored. Both the shoulder and
the belly has four, large, semi-spherical knobs. Traces of
red paint can be seen on the outer surface. Height: 26.8
cm, diameter of the rim: 8.6 cm, largest diameter: 38 cm,
diameter of the base: 13 cm. It was found at the foot of the
skeleton, placed on the middle, higher part of the trench
along the west wall of the grave.

Nr. 3/4. Beaker (0.2012.305.3.4; Fig. 14, 4a-b).
Well-fired, thin-walled, finely tempered, dark grey tripar-
tite beaker with cylindrical neck and semi-spherical bot-
tom. There are four small knobs evenly placed just below
the line of the carination. Once having probably covered
the entire outer surface of the neck, there are traces of
white, ‘basket-weave’ pattern on the partially surviving
red base coat paint. There is red paint also on the inside
of the neck. Height: 10 cm, diameter of the rim: 8§ cm,
diameter of the base: 4 cm. It was found placed inside
vessel 3/5, next to the pot 3/3.

Nr. 3/5. Biconical jar (0.2012.305.3.5; Fig. 14, 6a-b).
Well-fired, thin-walled, finely tempered, dark grey tri-
partite jar with cylindrical neck and biconical belly. Its
outside bears traces of red paint. Both the belly and the
neck are decorated with four small knobs. Restored from
sherds. Height: 18,7 cm, diameter of the rim: 15,5 cm,
diameter of the base: 5 cm. It was found placed next to
vessel 3/3.

Nr. 3/6. Pedestalled vessel (0.2012.305.3.6; Fig. 13,
2a—c). Well-fired, finely tempered, dark grey pedestalled
vessel. The upper part of the vessel is conical with slightly
convex profile. The rim of the hollow pedestal is flared.
The outside and a 6 cm wide outer section of the inside of
the vessel have traces of red ground paint. There is a single
knob on the outside of the bowl, and another four knobs
placed symmetrically around the upper part of the pedes-
tal. There are four negative, dark grey ring motifs (12 cm
in diameter, 1.5 cm in width) on the outside of the bowl.
Height: 35 cm, diameter of the rim: 43 cm, diameter of the
bowl: 15.5 cm. It was found in the northeast “posthole” of
the grave.

Nr. 3/7. Butmir type (mushroom) pot (0.2012.305.3.7;
Fig. 15, 5). Small, thin-walled, well-fired, finely tempered,
dark grey Butmir type (mushroom) pot with inward lean-
ing, conical shoulder, and conical belly. Restored from
sherds. There are traces of red paint all over its outer sur-
face. There is a single knob under its rim, and a possible
one placed symmetrically on the opposing side. Height:
13 c¢m, diameter of the rim: 6.5 cm, diameter of the base:
6 cm. Found next to the vessel 3/6, in the northeast corner.

Nr. 3/8. Conical bowl (0.2012.305.3.8; Fig. 15, 4).
Well-fired, oval, conical bowl. Restored from sherds. Tem-
pered with fine gravel, its brownish-grey fabric is medium
coarse. On one of its shorter sides there is semi-circular,
vertical handle with a round hole. There are two vertical,

knob-like handles on the longer sides. Its other short side is
undecorated. Height: 7.3 cm, diameter of the rim: 15.5%22
cm. Found on the main floor of the grave, lying on one of
its longer sides, leaning on the south wall, ca. 10 cm above
of the level of the skeleton.

Nr. 3/9. Butmir type (mushroom) pot (0.2012.305.3.9;
Fig. 15, 3). Small, thin walled, well-fired, finely tem-
pered Butmir (mushroom) pot with inward leaning, hemi-
spherical shoulder, and conical belly. Restored. It has
a biconical body and narrowing rim. There are traces of
red paint all over its outer surface. Four on each level,
there are symmetrically placed knobs around the rim,
on the shoulder, and on the belly of the pot. Height: 13
cm, diameter of the rim: 6.7 cm, diameter of the base:
4 cm. It was found immediately in front of the skull, next
to vessel 3/10, and overlying vessel 3/14.

Nr. 3/10. Beaker (0.2012.305.3.10; Fig. 14, 3). Thin
walled, finely tempered, well-fired dark grey beaker with
flaring rim and sharp carination. There are traces of red
paint all over its outer surface, and also around the rim on
the inside. Height: 6.5 cm, diameter of the rim: 9.5 cm,
main diameter of the base: 2.8 cm. It lay next to vessel 3/9,
in front of the forehead of the skull.

Nr. 3/11. Necklace (0.2012.305.3.11; Fig. 12 a-b).
Necklace consisting of marine shell (Table 1), copper, and
possibly bone and stone beads. The deceased wore a neck-
lace consisting of copper, marine shell, stone, and possi-
bly bone/tooth beads. The necklace was arranged in a way
that the larger shell beads were at the back, and the copper
beads in the front of the skeleton. The 126 copper beads of
the necklace were probably formed by cutting and bend-
ing copper wire. According to their size, they belong to
three groups: 66 of them are made of bent wire and are ca.
3.5 mm in width, 56 pieces, also of bent wire, are ca. 4.5
mm in width, while 4 of the items were 1.4—1.5 cm long,
thin tubes probably made of bent copper sheet. The over-
all weight of the copper beads is 13 g. The larger marine
shell beads are of various size ranging from 6.5 mm to 9.4
mm of width and 7.6 mm to 32 mm of length (Table 1).
Among the copper beads there were 9 other very small,
white beads probably made either of marine shell or bone.
The necklace also included 4 malachite beads similar to
the larger copper beads in size, and a yellow, transparent,
slightly triangular stone bead, all of them drilled through.
It was around the neck of the skeleton.

Nr. 3/12. Beaker (0.2012.305.3.12; Fig. 14, 5a—c).
Thin-walled, finely tempered, well-fired, dark grey, bea-
ker. Restored from sherds, amended. It has slightly curved
neck, sharp carination, and conical lower body. There are
four evenly placed knobs along the carination. There are
traces of red ground paint all over its outer surface, and
also around the rim on the inside. Unpainted lozenge pat-
tern can be observed against the red base paint around the
knobs decorating the belly of the beaker. The lozenges
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. Diameter .
No. Ig:f]t)h \():1111(111:;1 of the W?lfht Description
hole (mm) g

1 32 9.4 3,5 6 Cylindrical body, squarish cross-section with rounded corners

2 31,7 7,1 3,7 3 Cylindrical body, rounded on one side and has two rounded
edges on the opposite. The layered structure of the shell is
visible on its surface.

3 28,4 8,2 3,7 3 Cylindrical body, oval cross-section with longer sides slightly
flattened.

4 23,4 7 3,8 2 Cylindrical body, squarish cross-section with rounded
corners; The layered structure of the shell is visible on its
surface.

5 15,3 7 3 1 Broken at one end; cylindrical body with squarish cross-
section of three flattened and one rounded side. The layered
structure of the shell is visible on its surface.

6 11,4 7,5 2,8 1 Cylindrical body with holes on the surface; oval cross-
section;

7 10,3 6,5 2,5 1 Rounded, slightly squarish cross-section

8 9,2 6,8 2,6 >1 Cylindrical, slightly angular cross-section

9 8,2 7,8 2,5 >1 Cylindrical, slightly angular cross-section, porous material
(broken)

10 7,6 6.6 2.4 >1 Cylindrical, slightly angular cross-section

Table 1 Marine shell beads of the necklace (Fig. 12, 2)
1. tablazat A nyaklanc tengeri kagylobdl késziilt gyongyei (Fig. 12, 2)

are connected by diagonal lines on the bottom part of the
body. Faint traces of white ‘basket-weave’ motif could
also be observed around its neck. The surface of the ves-
sel below the paint is burnished. Height: 7.8 cm, diameter
of the rim: 11 c¢m, diameter of the base: 3.5 cm. It was
found placed inside vessel 3/13, in the southwest corner,
below vessel 3/2.

Nr. 3/13. Strainer vessel (0.2012.305.3.13; Fig. 15,
la—b). Thin-walled, well-fired, finely tempered brown-
ish-grey bowl with slightly narrowing shoulder and gen-
tly flaring rim. There are 25 holes, 34 mm in diameter,
pierced through its body and base. Both its inside and
outside has traces of red ground coat. There are four
small knobs along the rim and also around the carina-
tion. Unpainted, inter-connected negative, semi-circular
linear motifs surround the knobs on the carination line
from below. Height: 12.9 cm, diameter of the rim: 23 cm,
diameter of the base: 6 cm. It was found under vessel 3/2
(pedestalled vessel) and contained 3/12.

Nr. 3/14. Conical bowl (0.2012.305.3.14; Fig. 15,
2). Conical bowl of dark grey fabric tempered with fine

gravel, well-fired. Four large knobs distributed evenly
around its side. Two of the opposing knobs are round the
other two are vertically elongated. Height: 7.5 cm, di-
ameter of the rim: 23 cm, diameter of the base: 13.5 cm.
It was found placed upside down on the bottom of the
hollow in the southeast corner of the grave. We found a
bone fragment under it. Items 3/9 and 3/10 were placed
on top of this vessel.

Nr. 3/15. Conical bowl (0.2012.305.3.15, Fig. 15, 6).
Conical bowl of medium coarse, brownish-grey fabric,
tempered with fine gravel, well-fired. Status: restored
from sherds, missing parts are amended. It has four,
evenly distributed conical knobs on the midline of its
body. Height: 9.5 cm, diameter of the rim: 24.5 cm, di-
ameter of the base: 11 cm. Next to the bowl 3/14, in the
southeast hollow, at the bottom.

Feature 10 (Fig. 10-11)

Near the area most eroded by the occasional
flow of excess water, we found several ceramic ves-
sels, some placed on top of, and others next to, each
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Fig. 3 Photo of grave No. 3.
3. kép A 3. sir fényképe

Fig. 5 Detailed photo of the upper head-part in Feature 3
5. kép Részletfoto a fej kornyékérdl a 3. jelenségben

other. We also found a cranial fragment among the
sherds. The pottery assemblage (Feature 10) was
found buried in the uppermost layer of Feature 5
(also a Lengyel Culture pit).

The fill of the pit most probably associated with
the ceramic assemblage could not be differentiated
from the surrounding dark back-fill of a pit. How-
ever, the assemblage consisting of two, almost in-
tact pedestalled vessels placed on top of each other,
and six other vessels placed under and next to them
reminded us very much of the grave goods placed
in the corners of Feature 3. It seems plausible that
the rest of the putative grave had been destroyed
by agricultural activity and erosion. According to
Mr. Kurucz, he had found the pedestalled vessel he
kindly gave to the Museum washed out immediately
next to the spot where the assemblage of Feature 10
was found. This fact further corroborates our sup-
position that Feature 10 had been a grave similar to
Feature 3.

Fig. 4 In situ photo of the necklace in grave 3.
4. kép In situ kép a 3. sir nyaklancarol

Fig. 6 The empty grave No. 3
6. kép A 3. sir iiresen

Finds of Feature 10

Nr. 10/1. Pedestalled vessel (0.2012.305.10.1; Fig. 17,
1). Well-fired, finely tempered, buff-coloured, small ped-
estalled vessel with no traces of paint. The upper part has
a straight profile, the base of the pedestal is slightly flared.
Height: 15.7 cm, diameter of the rim: 18.7 cm, diameter of
the base: 8.6 cm. Found next to vessel 10/2 and 10/3.

Nr. 10/2. Pedestalled vessel (0.2012.305.10.2; Fig. 16,
la—c). Well-fired, dark grey, thin-walled, finely tempered
pedestalled vessel. The bowl has a straight profile. Re-
stored from fragments. Both the inside and the outside of
the vessel has traces of red paint. There is a single knob on
the outside of the upper part, and four evenly placed knobs
on the upper part of the pedestal. There are four unpainted
(black), circular motifs on the outside of the upper part
with ring has black zigzag motifs on the inside. Height:
25 cm, diameter of the rim: 24,5 cm, diameter of the base:
10.7 cm. Its pedestal standing on top of 10/2, the sherds of
its body were found broken off the pedestal and lying on
vessel 10/3.
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Fig. 7 Plan of grave No. 3 with grave goods on various levels: first level (above) and second level (below)
7. kép A 3. sir alaprajza a kiilonboz6 szinteken elhelyezett mellékletekkel: elsd szint (fent) és masodik szint (alul)
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Fig. 8 North—south section drawings of grave No. 3: on the western side (above) and eastern side (below)
8. kép A 3. sir észak—dél iranyl metszete: nyugati oldalon (fent) és keleti oldalon (lent)

Nr. 10/3. Pedestalled vessel (0.2012.305.10.3; Fig. 16,
2a—). Well-fired, finely tempered, dark grey pedestalled
vessel. The bowl has a straight profile. The base is slightly
flaring. There are traces of red paint on the outside of the
vessel and also around the inside of the rim. There are four
small knobs placed in equal distance around the body, and
also around the upper part of the pedestal. There unpainted
(black) ring motifs, 12 cm in diameter, between the knobs
on the body. Height: 28.8 cm, diameter of the rim: 35.5 cm,
diameter of the base: 14 cm.

Nr. 10/4. Bowl (0.2012.305.10.4). Sherds of a thin
walled, dark grey, red painted bowl, one piece with knob.

Nr. 10/5. Conical bowl (0.2012.305.10.5; Fig. 17, 3).
Well-fired, dark grey conical bowl of semi-coarse fabric.
Restored from sherds. Height: 8.5 cm, diameter of the rim:
28 cm, diameter of the base: 12 cm. In the photos this vessel
was marked 4 and 5. The sherds turned out to be parts of the
same vessel during restoration. No. 10/4 was subsequently
reassigned to 0.2012.305.10.4.

Nr. 10/6. Butmir type (mushroom) pot (0.2012.
305.10.6; Fig. 17, 2). Well-fired, finely tempered, small,
dark grey, thin-walled Butmir type (mushroom) pot with
inward leaning, hemispherical shoulder, and conical belly.
It has four symmetrically placed knobs both below its rim
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Fig. 9 Plan of grave No. 3. with restored vessels
9. kép A 3. sir alaprajza a restauralt edényekkel
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Fig. 10 Photo of the possible grave No. 10
10. kép A 10., feltételezett sir fényképe

and around its belly. It shows traces of red paint on the
outside. Height: 15.5 cm, diameter of the rim: 7.2 cm, di-
ameter of the base: 5.5 cm. Its sherds were found during
the removal of upper vessels of the assemblage.

Nr. 10/7. Beaker (0.2012.305.10.7, Fig. 17, 5a—c).
Status: restored from sherds. It has four symmetrically
placed knobs both below its rim and around its belly.
There are negative, dark spiral motifs around the knobs
on its belly. Traces of white —“basket-weave” motifs on
red ground coat can be seen on its neck. Height: 10.8 cm,
diameter of the rim: 16 cm, diameter of the base: 5 cm.
Found under vessel 10/3.

Nr. 10/8. Beaker (0.2012.305.10.8; Fig. 17, 4). Thin
walled, well-fired, finely tempered, dark grey beaker.
Status: restored from sherds. It has two symmetrically
placed knobs both below its rim and on its belly. The
beaker shows no traces of paint. Its outer surface is bur-
nished. Height: 8.5 cm, diameter of the rim: 8.3 cm, di-
ameter of the base: 5 cm. Found under vessel 10/1.

Nr. 10/9. Sherds of a vessel with linear traces caused
by the process of forming (0.2012.305.10.9).

Nr. 10/10. Sherds of a biconical vessel (belly and
knob) (0.2012.305.10.10).

Analysis

Grave structure

Lengyel graves resembling Feature 3 in its rect-
angular shape with side trenches and “postholes”
in the corners have not been known until very re-
cently. So far, they have been found at only one
site in the neighbouring Tolna county (GALLINA et
al. 2010; ZALA1-GAAL—OszTAS 2009, ZALAI-GAAL—
OszrAs—KoHLER 2012). Of the 1,593 analyzed
graves of the ca. 2,300 burials dated to the period
of the Lengyel Culture at the Alsonyék-Bataszék
site (Tolna County) 123 burials (7.72 per cent) be-
longed to this type (ZALAI-GAAL—OszTAs—KOHLER
2012, 72). The common characteristics of the rect-
angular, “side trench and posthole” type are: 1.: a
near-rectangular shape, 2.: large size when com-
pared to ‘ordinary’ burials (1.6-2.5 m length), 3.: a
deep trench and/or posthole-like hollows inserted
into the sides and/or corners of the grave cut.

Burial rite?

According to the anthropological analysis (for the
details see the Appendix), the person buried in Fea-
ture 3 was an adult female. According to the analy-
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Fig. 11 Plan of the grave goods from grave No. 10
11. kép A 10. sir edényeinek alaprajza

ses dealing with the Late Neolithic burials in the
surrounding region, the majority of the graves were
those of adult women (ZarLal-GaAL 2010, 52-53).
However, in the case of the graves similar in struc-
ture to Feature 3, the ratio of the two sexes is more or
less equal (ZALAI-GAAL—OszTAs—KOHLER 2012, 112).

The contracted body lay on its left side. Its arms
were placed in an awkward, overlapping and bent
position, suggesting that they had been bound. Lo-
cated ca. 10 cm from the necklace, the fingers of
the left hand showed green marks of oxidized cop-
per (Fig. 4) However, we found no copper objects
directly around or on the fingers. This may indicate
that the hands were originally forced near or un-
der the neck and the skull in a “sleeping” position.
This way, the oxidized necklace could have caused
the green marks. It probably happened during the
process of decomposing that the hand moved away
from the necklace.

Contracted burial was the most wide spread tra-
dition in the Lengyel period at the most well-known
nearby sites in Zengdvarkony, Villanykovesd (both
located in Baranya county), as well as the clos-
est known sites in Tolna County (Moéragy and Al-
sonyek-Bataszék). In the case of the Zengdvarkony

burials, some 87.5 per cent of the burials were con-
tracted with the body placed on its left side (ZaLal-
GaAL 2010, 60—-69).

Facing south, the body had an east-west orien-
tation, which is typical of the contemporary cem-
eteries uncovered at Zengdvarkony, Pécsvarad and
Villanykovesd. According to the comparative ob-
servations made by I. Zalai-Gaal, the prevalence
of the opposite, west—east orientation in the case of
the Moragy burials has a chronological significance,
as they seem to be characteristic of a latter period
(ZALa1-GaAL 2010, 56-59). At sub-site 5603 near
Alsonyék—Bataszék, the graves similar in structure
to Borjad Feature 3 are also mostly oriented east—
west (ZALAI-GAAL—OszTAs—KOHLER 2012, 96-97).
Accordingly, the Borjad burial is not extraordinary
in the region in terms of orientation.

Grave goods

Located on several levels, there were vessels
of various type placed around the buried person.
She also had a necklace of copper and marine shell
beads as part of her funeral attire, which may have
been lavishly decorated, but no traces of it survived.
Some of the vessels® may also have served as part of
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Fig. 12 Parts of the necklace from grave No. 3. 1: stone
(malachite?), bone, and copper beads; 2: marine shell beads
12. kép A 3. sir nyaklancanak részei. 1: k6 (malachit?),
csont ¢s rézgyongyok; 2: tengeri kagylok

the equipment used during a funeral feast. Though
we did not find any traces of offerings placed on
them, other grave goods were most probably also in-
cluded to ensure the well-being of the deceased in the
afterlife. As we found them, all of the vessels were
broken, but all the pieces were next to each other in
their 'natural’ position. This means that they broke
either during the burial by the soil dropped on them
or after the burial because of the pressure of the soil.

It is also possible that grave goods of ephemeral
material were not placed only on or into the vessels
since one of the corner holes lacked finds. Addition-
ally, as mentioned above, the position of the skull
and the vessels Nos. 3/9 and 3/10 also implies a sup-

port that had later decomposed. It may also not be
coincidental that the grave goods were positioned
on various levels in the grave.*

Considering all of the known Lengyel Culture
burials in Southern Transdanubia, the number of
pottery vessels recovered from Feature 3 is well the
average of 2—5 pieces. Graves with more than 5 ves-
sels are extraordinarily rare, and we know on only
one grave with more than 15 pieces: Grave No. 114
in Zengdvarkony had 21 pieces (ZaLal-GaaL 2010,
73-74). According to the observations made by I.
Zalai-Gaal, burials with large number of pottery
vessels are characteristic of the early and transition-
al phase (la-Ib) of the Lengyel Culture in South-
ern Transdanubia, and are rare in the later phases
(ZarLa1-GaAL 2010, 84). Feature 3 is also among the
richest in pottery grave goods when compared to the
published graves of similar structure uncovered in
the Alsony¢k-Bataszék Lengyel cemetery.

The unique construction and the extraordinary
number of funerary items seem to confirm the con-
clusion by I. Zalai-Gaal and A. Osztas that this
type of graves belonged to persons of high status
(ZALAa1-GaAL—OszTAs 2009, 247, 252). However,
our knowledge of this type of burial is limited, and
therefore the interpretation of its structural elements
is uncertain. Even the graves published so far show
a great variety both in terms of layout and grave-
goods.

As for the corner holes, the excavators of the
Alsonyé¢k site proposed that they may have been
postholes of a wooden construction. In the Carpath-
ian Basin, traces of similar structures dated to the
Late Neolithic are sporadic (HorvATH 1992). Natu-
rally, the question occurs: to what type of wooden
construction could these “postholes” belong to? In
technical terms, a wooden “mortuary house” struc-
ture that formed part of the backfilled grave can be
more plausibly supposed in the case of the buri-
als with empty holes of near-round cross section
in their corners e.g. (ZALAI-OszTAs—KOHLER 2012,
Figs. 16 and 19). In the case of the Borjad burial, the
corner holes do not have a definite shape and three
of them contained grave goods that did not allow
the presence of posts. In the southeast and south-
west corners, the pottery vessels are on top of each
other, with some of them deliberately placed on the
bottom of the hollow, while some may have either
been placed or slid and broke on top of the bottom
ones, while the northeast corner hollow had a ped-
estalled vessel in it that prevented the placement of
a post into it. Consequently, we do not think that
the corner holes of the Borjad grave served as real
postholes of a permanent funerary structure.
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Fig. 13 Pottery vessels from grave feature No. 3; 1b, 2b: reconstruction of the painted motifs (not in scale)
(Photo: Istvan Fiizi, JPM)
13. kép Edénymellékletek a 3. sirbol; az 1b és 2b a festett motivumok rekonstrukcioja (nem mérethelyesen)
(Fénykeép: Fiizi Istvan, JPM)
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Fig. 14 Pottery vessels from grave feature No. 3; 5b: reconstruction of the painted motifs (not in scale)
(Photo: Istvan Fiizi, JPM)
14. kép Edénymellékletek a 3. sirbdl; az 5b a festett motivumok rekonstrukcidja (nem mérethelyesen)
(Fénykeép: Fiizi Istvan, JPM)
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Fig. 15 Pottery vessels from grave feature No. 3; 1b,: reconstruction of the painted motifs
(Photo: Istvan Fiizi, JPM)
15. kép Edénymellékletek a 3. sirbol; az 1b a festett motivumok rekonstrukcioja
(Fénykeép: Fiizi Istvan, JPM)
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Fig. 16 Pottery vessels from grave feature No. 10; 1b, 2b: reconstruction of the painted motifs
(Photo: Istvan Fiizi, JPM)
16. kép Edénymellékletek a 10. sirbol; az 1b és 2b a festett motivumok rekonstrukcidja (Fénykép: Fiizi Istvan, JPM)
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Fig. 17 Pottery vessels from grave feature No. 10; 5b: reconstruction of the painted motifs
(Photo: Istvan Fiizi, JPM)
17. kép Edénymellékletek a 10. sirbol; az 5b a festett motivumok rekonstrukcioja (Fénykép: Fiizi Istvan, JPM)
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A possible explanation of these two major types,
i.e. the graves with genuine and imitation postholes,
could be based on a temporal change: the real post-
holes became symbolic, and gained a new ritual
function by time. Another possible solution could
be that the legs or posts of a subsequently removed
catafalque or house-like structure were placed into
the corner holes before or during a funeral ceremo-
ny. If so, the presence of the grave goods in the cor-
ner holes suggests that either the whole platform or
at least its legs were removed and the corner pits
were filled with grave goods before the backfilling
of the grave. The fact that the head of the buried
person was found inclined on the slope of the south-
east hollow in an unnatural position may indicate
the presence either of a solid platform or at least a
pillow-like support at the time of the burial. This
support decayed by time and allowed the head to
descend into the hollow.

Moving away from the purely technical reason-
ing, it is quite possible that the special structure of
the Borjad and similar Lengyel graves have an ex-
planation rooted in the ritual beliefs of the Lengyel
people. Due to the lack of data, we could come up
only with purely theoretical interpretations that are
beyond the scope of this paper. It is to be noted,
however, that objects of obvious sacral significance,
like idols and altars, were not found in the grave. All
of the pottery finds were what we would rather think
of as items (or copies of items) for everyday use,’
while the necklace was most probably an object of
prestige with decorative function.

Considering the Alsonyék cemetery, it is plau-
sible that Feature 3 was not a unique phenomenon
within the Borjad site. Though not confirmed, Fea-
ture 10 may be the surviving part of a as a neigh-
bouring burial of similar type: it is characteristic
of the Lengyel funerary customs to place graves in
groups in any case.

Pottery forms®

Most of the vessel forms are typical for the South-
eastern Transdanubian Group of the Lengyel Cul-
ture: there were found in Feature 3 two pedestalled
vessels, three conical, oval bowls, three so-called
‘Butmir’-type (mushroom) pots, three small bea-
kers with curved neck and wide rim two beakers
and a jar with biconical body and vertical neck. In
the southwest corner of the grave we found a unique
deep bowl (No. 3/13: Fig. 15, 1), a strainer vessel
with holes on its round bottom. It was placed under
a pedestalled vessel (No. 3/2: Fig. 13, 1), and con-
tained a beaker (No. 3/12: Fig. 14, 5).

Decoration

Red paint and unpainted, negative motifs

With the exception of the oval, conical bowls,
all the pottery finds from Feature 3 show traces of
painted decoration. In most cases at least some of
the paint remained attached to the soil upon the
removal of the vessel. Therefore, it is difficult to
reconstruct some of the motifs. Also in feature 10,
except for vessels 1 and 5 (Fig. 17, 1, 3), every piece
showed traces of red painting.

Creating ‘negative’ motifs by omitting the paint,
whereby the pattern shows up with the natural, dark
colour of the fabric, was applied in several cases,
as in the case of the ring motifs on the pedestalled
vessels (No. 3/2, 3/6, 10/2, 10/3: Fig. 13, 1, 2, Fig.
16, 1, 2) and the zigzag patterns (No. 10/2: Fig. 16,
1) within these rings.

White paint

There are some cases where traces of white mo-
tifs painted on red background could be observed.
However, the white paint was very thin and in most
cases disintegrated already in, or soon after being
removed from the soil.

A white, ‘basket-weave’ or possibly meander-
like motif is still visible on the upper part of two of
the beakers (No. 3/4: Fig. 14, 4b; No. 3/12: Fig. 14,
5b) and a traces of such a pattern is visible on anoth-
er beaker from Feature 10. (No. 10/7: Fig. 17, 5b).
Similar meander-like painted patterns were found
on other Lengyel vessels (e. g. PazinovaA 2012, 231,
Fig. 1).

A recently re-examined example of a real ‘bas-
ket-weave’ pattern is a beaker from Ocsdd (Racz-
Ky—KovAcs 2009, 143, Fig. 3). The white pattern on
the dark, birch bark-tar coated surface of the Ocsdd
vessel was found to be the residue of interwoven
straw. In our case, the white pattern could also be
the remains of plant residue, but the ‘fixer’ pres-
ent on the surface of the Ocsdd vessel is missing
here. Originating from two Lengyel site in Western
Transdanubia white painted pottery sherds look-
ing more similar to the Borjad examples than that
from Ocsdd (see ToTH et al. 2013, Fig. 2¢) proved
to be decorated with paint that consisted of pure,
homogeneous calcite.

Additionally, there is a sherd with white, most
probably painted patterns at Borjad, namely the
pedestalled Vessel 3/2 (Fig. 13, 1b). In the case of
Vessel 3/2, the triangular white motifs near the base
of the pedestal cover the red paint without traces of
interwoven motifs. The areas enclosed by the rings
on the outside of the upper part of Vessel 3/2 were
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Fig. 18 1: The Borjad marine hell beads added to SikLosI—CseNGerI 2011, Fig. 2; 2: The Borjad marine hell beads
added to SikLOSI-CseEnGERI 2011, Fig. 3
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decorated with white zigzag lines, while the rings
themselves were outlined with single white lines.’
These latter white coloured marks seemed more like
paint as opposed to those on Beaker 3/4. It is also
possible, that the “basket-weave” pattern on Bea-
ker 3/4 is indeed an imprint made by first applying
white paint e. g., on a straw mat, and then by press-
ing the wet, painted surface of the mat to the neck
of the vessel. Any further conclusions would require
a detailed archacometric examination of the objects
mentioned above.

So far, white-painted vessels have been extreme-
ly rare in Southeastern Transdanubian Group of the
Lengyel Culture. I. Zalai-Gaal mentions only two
examples altogether (Zaral-GaaL 2007, 71). The
lack of the phase with white paint in this region has
caused a chronological problem in research (ZALAlI-
GaAL 2007, 15-18). Our example shows that, upon
removal from the soil, the white paint decays much
easier than the — otherwise also very vulnerable —
red paint. Consequently, the lack of white painted
material in our region may have been caused by lo-
cal soil chemistry or the chemical properties of the
local white paint, which, in turn, could have been
more common than it has been suspected before.

Knobs and motifs

Aside from being adorned with paint, most of the
vessels were also decorated with knobs of various
size. The majority of the knobs were hemispherical,
placed symmetrically around the pedestal and the
body, four on a level. There also examples where
the knob was combined with painted motifs.

Unpainted lozenge pattern can be observed
against the red base paint around the knobs deco-
rating the belly of the Beaker 3/12 (Fig. 14, Sb—c).
The lozenges are connected by diagonal lines on the
bottom part of the body.

The knobs of Jar 3/5 have concentric circles
around them (Fig. 14, 6b).

There is an unpainted, linear motif running par-
allel with the rim of the Strainer bowl 3/13with
semicircular sections surrounding the knobs from
below (Fig. 15, 1b).

The small Bowl 10/7 had garland motifs be-
tween the knobs, and also on the belly (Fig. 17, 5b).

Strainer

The curved body and base of Vessel 3/13 (Fig.
15, 1) are perforated by 25, more-or-less evenly dis-
tributed holes, ca. 3—4 mm in diameter. We know
of several analogies for perforated vessels from
the Neolithic in general, but Lengyel examples are
rare, and for this particular bowl we have not found

any close analogies. Confirming P. Bogucki’s pro-
posal (Bocuckr 1984), a recent scientific exami-
nation showed that many of the Middle and Late
Neolithic strainers were indeed used for straining
dairy products (SALQUE et al. 2013). In the lack of
lipid analysis, we cannot confirm the same about
Vessel 3/13, but as one of the most plausible pos-
sibilities we find it worth mentioning here.

Necklace

Most probably, the beads were strung on thread
of organic material that held them in position at
least as long as some of them got corroded and
stuck together in groups. The structure of some
of the groups and the position of the beads in the
grave suggest that the copper beads formed a dou-
ble line.

It seems to be a common practice in the rich-
er female graves of the Lengyel Culture to adorn
the dead person with jewellery. The shell-copper
bead combination is the most characteristic of I.
Zalai-Gaal’s chronology in the late classical phase
of Neolithic period (Ila) of the Lengyel Culture
(ZaLa1-GaAL 2010, 170). Both being objects of
prestige, the presence of copper and shell beads in
the grave indicate that the dead person was of high
social status.

Copper beads

Preliminary investigations® show that the beads
were made of pure copper. The raw material in this
case was either native copper, or copper ores of high
copper content, like cuprite, malachite, or azurite,
which seems to correspond to the general picture
aboutNeolithic copper (Karicz 1992; PErnickA etal.
1993, 2-4).

1. Zalai-Gaal (1997) studied the known copper
artefacts of the Lengyel Culture in Southeastern
Transdanubia. Naturally, his survey included only
the grave finds recovered before the large-scale
rescue excavations in the mid-2000° that preced-
ed motorway construction in the Southern Trans-
danubian region. Sometimes found together with
malachite beads, the most common copper objects
recovered from graves are beads of various sizes,
the majority of which are small, 3—5 mm in diam-
eter. According to his analysis, 23 per cent of the
known Lengyel graves contained copper jewellery
combined with shells. (Zarai-GaarL 2010, 170).
Both of these data, as well as the number of ob-
jects in the graves, are relatively high when com-
pared to those of Northern cemeteries (ZaLal-GAAL
2010, 148). Armbands are also present, but in much
smaller numbers.



The “Lady of Borjad”

65

Grave item no. Type of vessel Zalai-Gaal Remarks
(Borjad) p Type (2007)
372 Short pedestalled lalbl
vessel
3/6 Pedestalled vessel ladal-2
10/1 Pedestalled vessel la3bl
10/2 Pedestalled vessel 1a3b2
10/3 Pedestalled vessel 1a3b2
3/3 Butmir (mushroom) 2a2al
vessel
3/9 Butmir (mushroom) 2alb4
vessel
3/7 Butmir (mushroom) 2alb4
vessel
3/1 Beaker 1b2a5 possibly 1b2b5
3/4 Beaker 1b2a6
3/5 Biconical jar 1b2a5 Similar to 3/4 but larger, carination is more
expressed
3/12 Biconical beaker 1b3a2
3/10 Beaker 2c3d1 Sharp carination, flaring neck, spherical lower
body (perhaps 2c¢3d2)
3/1b Biconical beaker 1b3a2
10/7 Biconical beaker 2¢3d1
10/8 Biconic beaker 1b3al
3/13 Strainer n/a Vessel without analogy, both in terms of form
and function. Closest type in ZGI: 2b2al
3/14 Conical bowl 2b2cl
3/8 Conical bowl 2b2cl
10/5 Conical bowl 2b2cl
3/15 Conical bowl 2b2¢c2

Table 2 Typology of the pottery from Borjad according to the chronological framework of I. Zalai-Gaal
2. tablazat A borjadi keramiaanyag tipologiai besorolasa Zalai-Gaal 1. rendszere szerint
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Marine shell beads®

It is still an unsettled issue whether the various
marine shells used for producing jewellery in the
Carpathian Basin during the Neolithic were locally
collected fossils or imported from either the Adri-
atic or the Aegean (SumEGI 2006, 89; Bamocz et
al. 2013). Considering the statistics provided by .
Zalai-Gaal and P. Stimegi, the majority of the jew-
ellery made of thick shell valves from the Lengyel
graves of Southeastern Transdanubia were contem-
porary, imported ones. However, locally found fos-
sils belonging to the Ostrea genus also had a signifi-
cant, 19 per cent ratio in the material of nearby sites
(SumEGT 2006, 101). As for Borjad, the proximity of
the fossil-bearing Mecsek mountain range and the
fact that several of the nearby sites!® yielded arte-
facts of fossil shells make both possibilities worthy
of consideration. In many cases it is very hard or im-
possible to tell the fossils from contemporary Spon-
dylus or Glycymeris shells by simple macroscopic
observation. Since we have not had the means for a
more in-depth examination, the origins of the Bor-
jad beads could not be determined so far, but based
purely on the available statistics a non-fossil, im-
ported origin is more likely.

According to a study by N. Kalicz and J. Szénasz-
ky, Neolithic shell finds recovered in the Carpathian
Basin belong to one of two typo-chronological ho-
rizons. Beads and pendants made of Spondylus and
other marine bivalves from the Middle Neolithic
tend to be elongated and large in size, while the Late
Neolithic finds include armbands, and the beads
are smaller and disc-shaped (KaLicz—SzENASzKY
2001, 49). Confirming and refining the results by
Kalicz and Szénaszky, Zs. Siklosi and P. Csengeri
found that not only the size and shape of shell ob-
jects had changed by time, but also their numbers:
the smaller objects of the later period seem to be
more numerous (SIKLOSI-CSENGERI 2011, 47). The
Borjad grave belongs to the Late Neolithic Lengyel
period without doubt. Furthermore, based on the
pottery finds, it is more likely to date to the later
phase of Neolithic Lengyel (see below). However,
considering the typology proposed by the studies
quoted above, some of the beads from Borjad seem
to be more analogous with the earlier, Middle Neo-
lithic finds of medium size in terms of length. On
the other hand, when comparing the Borjad beads
with the diagrams of width/length correspondence
in Sikloési and Csengeri’s paper (SIKLOSI-CSENGERI
2011, 50-51, Fig. 2, 3), the smaller beads fit into the
smaller section of the type “medium size cylindrical
bead”, but the larger beads form a subgroup that fills
an unpopulated area (Fig. 18. 1-2).

While it is not impossible that an old ‘family
heirloom’ refurbished with copper beads was buried
with the “Lady of Borjad”, it does not seem the most
likely possibility. Forthcoming new analyses based
on the recently excavated large sites, however, may
provide a more elaborate typo-chronology, based on
which we may be able to date the Borjad beads with
better accuracy.

Chronology

For the typo-chronological analysis, we used 1. Zalai-
Gaal’s framework (ZALAI-GaAL 2007, 2008; ZALAl-
GaAL—OszTAs—SomoGy1 2014) since he published
and created a typology for much of the relevant ma-
terial in our region

As seen above the majority of the vessels from
Feature 3 and Feature 10 belong to Zalai-Gaal’s typo-
chronological Phase 3 and 4, with some examples of
Phase 5. Accordingly, Feature 3 and 10 can be dat-
ed to the Ib—Ilal-IIb phases (Ceramic groups 3-5:
“Ubergang” and “Spitphase”) as determined by 1.
Zalai-Gaal (Zarai-GaAL 2007, 87, 94-96). For dat-
ing the grave more to the Transitional (“Ubergang”)
Phase, Grave 218 from Zengdvarkony provides a
close analogy in the form of a white-painted vessel
(ZaLa-GaAL 2008, Abb. 27, 4). On the other hand,
several of the Borjad vessels with zigzag motifs
within circles are closely analogous with a pedes-
talled vessel recovered from Grave 15 in Moragy that
belongs to the late horizon Ilal (ZaLal-GaaL 2008,
Abb. 56, 2).

The Borjad graves had far more vessels than the
vast majority of the graves discussed by Zalai-Gaal,
which means it that they have a higher variance than
the other graves. This can either mean that several
vessels (or types of vessel) survived for a longer pe-
riod, or the existing typologies need refinement.

Summary

Although in the last century a huge dataset concern-
ing the Lengyel Culture burials in Baranya County
has been collected, the rich grave of Borjad provided
new data about the burial rites.

Aside from the fact that the graves presented here
were endowed with grave goods much richer than
the average, we found it important to publish them
because they are the only representatives of a re-
cently discovered type of burial of the Late Neolithic
Lengyel Culture from Baranya County. Addition-
ally, the grave goods themselves also include unique
pieces that are worth sharing with the research com-
munity and may be worthy of further investigations.
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A “BORJADI URNO” - MAGAS STATUSU KESO NEOLIT NO SiRJA
BARANYA MEGYEBOL

Osszefoglalds

2010 6szén bejelentés érkezett a Janus Pannonius
Muizeum régészeti osztalyara, miszerint a Baranya
megyei Borjad mellett a falu hatardban (Borjad-
Kenderfold) a csemetés ontézésekor a learamlod viz
nagyméreti, festett edényeket mosott ki. Az edények
a lengyeli kultirahoz tartoztak. Mivel az ontdzés
soran a domboldalrol ledramlo viz veszélyeztette a
leléhelyet, az érintett rovid szakaszon mentdasatast
végeztiink. A fels6, vékony humuszréteg eltavolitasa
utan stirin egymas mellett, illetve egymasba asva je-
lentkeztek az objektumok.

A jelenségek a feltart rovid szakaszon a neoliti-
kum idejére voltak keltezhetok. Sotétbarna foltként
jelentkeztek a lengyeli kultura jelenségei, mig a ko-
z€pso neolitikus objektumok halvanyabb betoltésii-
ek voltak. A nagyobb méretli objektumoknak csak
egy részét sikeriilt igy feltarni. A jelenségek kozott
szembetling volt egy szabalyos négyszogletes, leke-
rekitett sarki objektum — egy sir — halvany foltja (3.
objektum).

A telepobjektumokon ¢és az emlitett 3. objektum
szabalyos sirjan kiviil egy nagyobb goddrbokorba
asva még egy feltételezheto sir részleges maradvanya
is elékeriilt (10. objektum). Ugy tiinik, hogy a lel6-
helyet a neolitikumban szinte végig laktak. A kozép-
sO neolitikum jelenségeit vagtak a lengyeli kultira
objektumai, melyekbe — feltételezhetoen a teleprész
felhagydsa utan — sirokat astak.

Jelen tanulmany a két feltart sirral foglalkozik. A
lengyeli kultiranak az utobbi évekig nem volt ismere-
tes hasonlo, szdgletes, ,,colopos-arkos” sirszerkezetii
temetkezése. Az autopalya feltarasok soran a szom-
szédos Tolna megyében kertiiltek eld nagy szamban
hasonlo temetkezések. Hogy nem csupan elszort je-

lenségrdl van szo, mutatja, hogy a hatalmas kiterje-
désti bataszéki temetd 1593 lengyeli sirja kozil 123
(a sirok 7,72%-a) rendelkezett ilyen sirszerkezettel.

A borjadi sir esetében gazdag leletanyag, a nagy
méret és az egyedi kialakitas megerdsiteni latszik,
hogy ezek az objektumok kiemelt statusu szemé-
lyek temetkezései lehettek. Ezzel egyiitt ez a te-
metkezési forma annyira 01j a kutatas szamara, hogy
szerkezeti sajatossagainak értelmezése bizonytalan.
Felteheto tehat a kérdés: milyen szerkezethez tar-
tozhattak a godor «coloplyukai>? Halotti hazak nyo-
mai? A borjadi sirban ugyanakkor az eddig ko6zolt
sirok tobbségével ellentétben a sir belsd mélyedése-
ibe is helyeztek mellékleteket: a délkelet és délnyu-
gati lyukakban két szinten voltak edények, egyrészt
az utolagosan «beleesett», Osszetort mellékletek,
¢s alattuk a valdsziniileg szandékosan odahelyezett
edények. E kiilonbség esetleges magyarazata lehet-
ne az is, hogy bizonyos id0 elteltével az egykor gya-
korlati funkciot betdlto coloplyukak a ritus valtoza-
saval szimbolikussa valtak. Ez alapjan legalabbis a
borjadi sir esetében nem tartjuk valosziniinek, hogy
valamiféle épitmény tartéoszlopainak helyei voltak.
A halott alatti szilard platform egykori Iétére utal-
hat a halott fejének némiképp furcsa, lejtés helyze-
te, mely azt feltételezi, hogy az alatamasztott fej az
alatta id6vel elkorhadt tamaszték alatti, azéta feltol-
todott 1égiliregbe cstiszott be.

A sirba 6sszesen 15 edénymellékletet helyeztek,
valamint egy kagylo-, csont- és rézgyongyokbol
allo nyaklanc volt a halott n6 nyakanal. Az edények
kozott megfigyelhetd volt néhany egyedi sajatossag:
az egyik edény attort alja egy sziird lehetetett; tobb
edény feliiletén fehér mintazat (festés vagy novényi
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maradvany?) volt megfigyelhetd, amely a kiemelést
kovetden szinte rogton eltiint. Biztosan fehér festés
volt az egyik csétalpas tal feliiletén.

A sir kronologiai meghatarozasanal Zalai-Gaal
Istvan munkajat vettiik alapul; az elmult években 6
dolgozta fel a legrészletesebben a térség késé-neo-
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litikum, kronoldgiai meghatarozasoknak is alapul
szolgalo siranyagokat. Ez alapjan az edények mind a
3., mind pedig a 10. objektumbol az Zalai-Gaal altal
meghatarozott 3—4, kisebb részben az 5. keramiafa-
zisokra tehetOk; azaz a sir 6sszességében a Ib—Ilal—
1Ib fazisokra (Ubergangs- és Spitphase) datalhat.
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APPENDIX

Zsuzsanna K. Zoffmann

ANTHROPOLOGICAL REMAINS FROM FEATURE 3 AT THE SITE
BORJAD-KENDERFOLDEK

Feature 3 contained the remains of the inhuma-
tion of a single individual. The buried person was
a female aged between 23 and 39 years. It was not
possible to reconstruct her skull due to its poor,
fragmented, distorted, and incomplete condition.
Therefore the skull could only partially be ana-
lyzed. The same applies to the long bones. As a
result, the height of the individual could not be de-

Zs. Zoffmann
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termined. Traces of lesions on the bones could not
be observed.

The remains allowed to determine only that
the deceased was a relatively short, dolichomorph
woman of gracile stature. She possibly belonged
to the Gracile Mediterranean subtype, which is
relatively common amidst the population of the
Lengyel Culture.



